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THADDEUS OF WARSAW. 



CHAPTER I. 



The large and inagniiicent palace of Villanow, whicli 
stands on the northern bank of the Vistula, was the fa« 
vourite residence of John Sobieski, king of Poland That 
monarch, after having delivered his country (rova innu- 
merable enemies, rescued Vienna, and suinined Hhe 
Turks, used to retire to this place at certain sea«!onsy and 
dispense those effects of his luminous and benevolent 
mind, which rendered his name great aad hiij people 
happy. 

Wh6n Charles the twelfth of Sweden visited the tomb^ 
ofSobieski, at Moscow he exclaimed, *^ What a pity 
that so great a man should ever die !" Ninety years af- 
ter his death, the spirit of this great man appeared to re- 
vive in the person of his de^ce^dant, Constantine Count 
Sobieski, who, in a comparitively private station, as 
palatine of Masovia, and the friend, rather than the 
lord, of his vassals, evinced by his actions, that he was 
the inheritor of his forefather's virtues, as well as of his 
blood. 

He was the first Polish nobleman, who granted free- 
dom to his peasants. He tj^rew down their mud hovels 
and built comfortable villages. He furnished them with 
seed, cattle, and implements of husbandry ; then calling 
them all together, he laid before them the deed of their 
enfranchisenient. Before he signed it, he ci!ipre,%^feA.Vi\% 
fears to some of their old men, of the probaSWW.^ \>q»\. 
ibejr might abuse this new liberty, and become\\c^tiXAW»« 



•• No," returned a grey -beaded peasant, •* when we 
held a frn ^lasp of no other property than the staffs 
which we have in our hands, we were destitute of all 
motive for a consistent conduct ; and not having any 
thing to lose, acted on all occasions in an intemperate 
manner ; but now that our houses and lands, and our 
' cattle, are absolutely our own. the fear M forfeiting 
them, will be a cun»itant restraint upon our actions." 

The ij;ood neii<e and truth of this answer Vere mani- 
fested in the everit. On their emancipation, they be- 
came so ciieerful in their circumstancef:, and m correct 
in their behaviour, that the example of th« Palatine was 
shorty foihnved by Zamoif^ki the great chancellor; prince 
Stanislaus, the king's nephew ; and several of tHe pria* 
cipal nobility. 

Thu«. within the boi«oro of bis family, did this illus* 
triouR man pdncate Thaddeus, the only male heir of his 
xiame^ to the exercise of every peaceful virtue, until the 
beginoinn; o)thp year 1792. when war began to threaten 
the tranquillity of a country, which smiled with content 
and gratitude. 

On the evening of r>. a miveraary of the birth day ef 
his grandson, the paint n rode abroad with Zanioiskii 
and several others of a ^'arty, which had been celebra- 
ting the festival with itui presence. The countess and 
JThadtleus were left alone in the saloon. She sizhed as 
she gaz^d on her son who stood at some distancet fit- 
ting to his youthlul thigh a variety of sabres, which his 
servant a little time before had laid upon the table. She 
observed With anxiety, the eagerness of his motion, bis 
flushed cheek, and the ardour that was flashing from his 
€yes. 

" Thatldeiis," said she, " lay down that sword ; I wish 
to speak with you." Thaddeus looked gaily up. ** My 
Thaddeus/' cried his mother^ and the tears started to 
her eyes. The blush of enthusiasm faded from his face ; 
he threw the sabre from him, and drew near the countess. 

" Why," my dear mother. " do you distress yourself. 
ITheri 1 am in battle, «hatl I not experience my grand- 
' father's care ; and be as much under the protection of 
Ood. as at this moment ?" 

*' Yes, my child," answered she, wiping her wet 
cheek, ** God wiW protect you. He is the protector of 
the orphan, and you are fatherless.^* TVie c.o\itAj&%%'V«>3c> 



scd, and' the heart of Thaddeos drooped. "Here, my 
son/* said she, giving him a sealed packet, " take this : 
it wilt reveal to you who was y6ur father. It is necessa- 
ry that you should know the truth, and all the goudoesi 
of your grandfather." Thaddeus received it and stood 
silent with surprise. " Read it, my love," continued 
she, " bat go to your own apartments ; there you will 
be more retired." 

Bewildered by the manner of thecountess, Thaddeus 
instantly obeyed. , Shuttiug himself within his study, he 
impatiently opened the papers ; and soon found his whole 
attention absorbed in the following recital : 

" You are now, my Thaddeus ! at the early age of 
eighteen, going to engage against the enemies of your 
country. Ere I resign my greatest comfort to the casu* 
altiesofwar; ere I part with you, perhaps for ever, 
I would inform you uho your father really was; that 
father, whose existence you have hardly known, and 
whose name you have never heard. You consider your- 
self an orphan ; your mother a widow ; but, alas, I have 
now to tell you, that you are fatherless by the cruelty 
of a man, not by the dispensation of heaven. 

" Twenty years ago I accompanied my father in a tour 
through Germany into Italy. Grief for the death of my 
mother, had impaired his health, and the physicians or- 
dered him to reside in a warmer cliniatc : accordingly 
we fixed ourselves near the Arno. t>uring several visits 
to Florence, my father met, in that city, with a young 
Englishman of the name ofSackville. These frequent 
meetings opened into intimacy, and he was invited to< 
our house. 

•* Mr. SackviHe was not only the handsomest man- 
that I bad ever beheld, but he seemed the most elegant 
in manners, the most noble in principle, and the most 
frank of heart. He was the first man for whose society 
I had found so lively a preference. I used to smile at 
this delight which 1 felt, or sometimes weep, for the 
emotions that agitatccrrae were undefinable, but ilnjy 
were enchanting, and iinheedingly I gave them indul- 
gence. The hours of reciprocal sentiments and feeiings 
which we passsed together, the kind beaming of his looks, 
the thousand sighs that he breathed, the half-uttered 
sentences, all conspired to delude me into cou^^cut^. 

♦* Thu5 were eight months speut. I? or \\ve \^\. VX^x^^j* 



donbts and aoguish had usurped the fairy reveriei of an 
infant tenderness An averted glance, a cold answer, 
dr careless demeanor, would now plunge me inio all the 
horrors of difstrnst* The attention of Mr. Sack ville dieii 
away. From being the constant object of bis nearcb. he 
now sedulously sougbt to avoid uie. When my father 
trithdrew, to bis closet he would take his leave, and al- 
low me to walk'atone. Solitary and wretched were my 
ramblef). Immurpd an I had been within the palace of 
Villanow, watching the declining bealih of my mother, 
I bad learnt nothing '>f the real world : the r>ttie ib»t I 
knew nf society, being drawn from books, uncorrected 
by experience, tauv;ht me to beiieye a perfection in man 
ivhich to my afflrct'u^n, I have>ince found to be a poet'a 
dream. When I came to Italy, I still continued averse 
to public company. In this seclusion, the presence of 
Sackville being almost my only pleasure, entirely cha- 
sed from my mind its usual re.^rve. and gradually and 
surely, won upon the awakened affection»< of my heart. 
Artless and unwarned, I knew not the nature of the feel- 
Sngs I cherished, until they had gained an ascendancy 
that menaced my life. 

** On the evening of one of those days in which I bad 
liot seen this too dearly beloved friend 4-Ftrolled out, 
and hardly conscious of my actions, threw myself along 
the summit of a fliirht of steps that led down to the Ar- 
no. My head rested against the base of a Ptatue, which 
because of its fancied resfemblance to me, Sackvillehad 
presented to my father. Every recollected kindness of 
his, now gave me additional torment: and clinging to 
Its pedestal, as to the altar of my adoration, in the bit- 
terness of disappointment, I addressed myself to the in- 
ftensible-stone ; '^ O ! were I as pale as thiu art, and this 
breast as cold and still, would Sackville when be looked 
on me, give one sij;h to the creature he ha*, destroyed?" 
^yiysobs followed this adjuration, and the next moment, 
ifelt* myself encircled in his arms. I stm^gied, and 
almost fainting, begged to be released. He did release 
nie, and falling on his knee<:, implored my pardon for 
the misery I bad endured. ** Xow Therese," cried he, 
•*aU is as it ought to be ! you are my only hope. Con- 
Bent to be mine, else I shall be driven to madness !*' His 
^oioe wa9 hurried and incoherent- Lifting my eyes to 

ki0, Xir«&6iJtiieiaifiidaadbloo^\u)^ T«aVi^4^llu4^ 



look, and overcome by my own emotions, my head sunt 
back on the marble. With incroaseil violeice, he ex- 
claimedf *' have I deceivnl mviieLi' here too ? Therese, 
did you not prefer roe ? Did yi)U not love mc ? — Speak 
now, £ conjure ycm by your own hapiriaess and mine. 
Do you reject me ?" He clenched my hands in his with 
a force that inadp me tremble, and I bacdly articuiaied, 
" £ will he yours*.*' At these words he hut 'led me »Iowq 
a dark viitta, which led out of the gardens to the open 
country. \ carriasi^* stood at the gate. I fea. fully as- 
ked whrtt he JIniJ'nded. ** You have given yuuri»etfto 
me," cried fie, '* and by the great Lord of Heaven, no 
power ^hall neparate U!!« until you are mine, out of the 
reach of i««u !" Unnerved in body, bhI weak in mind, 
I yielded to hi^ imp^'tuosity ; and, s^uffering him to lift 
tne into the chariot was carried to the door of the near- 
eiit itiona»<teryy where in a few miimtes we were married. 

" lam th(i8 particular in the relatitn of every iucident, ^ 
in the hope that y<>u will, my dear son, see some excuse^ 
for my great imprudence in the circuoj^tances of my 
youth, >tnd the infltience which a man, who seemed all 
excellence, held over every thought olj| my heart. How* 
ever . my fauh was not long unpunished. 

*f Tub ceremofjy pa«t cuy bufiband conducted m^ la 
silence back t* the carriage. My full bosom dkHcbarged 
itself in abundance of tears, whilst Sack vi lie sat by me 
oninovH and mute. Two or three times I rai>ed my eyeg, 
in h ipe!) of seeing in his t^ome consolation for my hasty ■ 
acquiescence. Out no; his gaze, vacant and glaring, 
was lixed on the.window; and his brow scowled, as if 
he bad been forced into an alliat .?e with orte whom he 
bated, rather than had ju<t made a voluntary engage- 
ment with the woman he loved. My heart sickened at. 
thi^i commencement of aconti'act, which ( had diired to 
make, un«<anctioned by my father's consent. \i length, 
roy sighf^ seemed to startle my husbamPs ear ; and tur- 
ning suddenly round, •* Therese," cried he. " this mar- 
riage must not be told to the count" — '* Why ?" mur- 
mured T, hardly able to speak : ^* Because I have been 
precipitate. It would* ruin me with my own family. 
Wait for only one month; and then I will publicly ac- 
knowledge you." Th» agitation of his C^^xmt^^,. V&^ 
fcternness of bis voice, and the feverish Wv\>iw^ o\ \v\a 
kaaii, wbdcb held miacg alarmed mc \ «lu^ \x^vic^'^v\\^ 
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ttpn head to foot,' I aDSwered, << Sackville! I hare al- 
rieady erred enough in consenting to this stolen union*- 
I will not transgress further by concealiug it. I will in- 
stantly throw myself at my father's feet, and confess 
all." His countenance darkened. " Therese," said he, 
** I have not married you to be your slave. I am your 
husband. You have sworn to obey me, and I command 
your silence. Till I allow you, divulge this marriage 
at your peril." This last cruel sentence, and the more 
cruel look that accompanied it, pierced me to the hearty 
and I fell senseless on tiie seat. 

•* When I recovered, I found myself at tJBc foot of that 
statue, beneath which my unfortunate destiny had been 
fixed. My husband was leaning over me. He raised me 
with tenderness from the ground ; and conjured me, in 
the mildest accents, to be comforted ; to pardon tbe 
severity of those word^t which had arisen from fear, that 
by an imprudent avowal on my part, I should risk botb 
his happiness and my own. He informed me, that, as 
he was heir to one of the first fortunes in England, he 
had pledged his honour with his father never to enter 
into any matrimonial engagement, without first acquain- 
ting him with the particulars of the lady and her family. 
Should he omit this duty, his father declared, that though 
she were a princess, he would disinherit him, and never 
again admit him to his presence. 

" Consider this, my dear Therese,*' continued he,- 
** could you endure to behold me a beggar, stigmatized 
with a parent's curse, when a little forbearance on your 
side would make all right ? I know I have been hasty in 
acting as I have done, but now I cannot remedy my er- 
ror. To-morrow I will write to my father, describe 
your rank and merits, and request his consent for our 
immediate marriage. The moment his permission ar- 
rives, I will cast myself on the count's friend«ihip and 
feelings, and reveal all that has passed." The tender- 
ness of my husband won my affection and reason to his 
side ; ancf with many tear^, I sealed . his forgiveness, 
and pledged my faith on his word. 

*' My dear deceived parent, little suspected the perfi- 
dy of his guest. He detained him as his visitor, and of- 
ten rallied himself on the hold which his distinguished 
accomplishments had taken on his esteem. Sackville's 
aaaaer tome in public was obliging and free ; it was in 
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private only, that I found the tender, tlie capricious, 
the unfeeiing husband Night after night I have wash- 
ed the memory of my wanl of duty to my father, with 
bitter tears. But my husband was dear to me, was more 
precious than my life. One kind look from him, one 
fond word, W(»uid solace every pain, and make me wait 
the arrival of his father's letter, with all the gay antici- 
pations of youth and love. 

*• A fortnight passed away. A month, a long ami 
lingering month. Another months and a packet of let- 
ters was presented to Sackville. lie was at breakfast 
with us. At the sight of the superscription, he colour- 
ed, tore open the paper, ran his eyes over a few lines, 
and then pale and trembling, rose frotu bis seat, and left 
the room. My emotions were almost uncontroulable. 
X had already half risen from my chair to follow bim| 
when ihe count exclaimed ** What can be in that ktter? 
he seems dreadtuily shocked." And without observing 
me, 8r waiting for a reply, hurried out after him. I 
stole to my chamber, where, throwing myself on my 
bed, I tried by all the delusions of hope, to obtain some 
respite from inquietude. 

" The dinner bell roused me from my fluctuating rev- 
erie. Dreading to excite su'^picion and anxious tu read 
in the countennnce of my. husband the denunciation of 
our fate, 1 obeyed the summons, and desscended to the 
dining-room. On entering it, my eyes irresistibly wan-, 
dered round to fix themselves on Sackville. He was 
leaning again«t a pillar, his race pale as death. My 
father luoked grave, but iramt'diateiy took his seat, and 
tenderly placed hts friend beside him I sat down 
in silence Little dinner was eaten, and few words spo- 
ken As for myself, my agitations almost ch(»aked me« 
I felt that the firU wi»rd 1 hhouid attempt to pronounce, 
mu^t give them utterance, and that their vehemence 
mrouid betray me. 

** When the servants withdrew, Sackville rose, and 
taking my father's hand, said in a faulteiing voice, 
** My lord, 1 must leave you."-^** It is a wet evening ;" 
replif^d the count. *' besides, you are disturbed by th« 
shock you have received To-morrow wilfdoaswell 
for your business." — *• I thank yourlior^^VxXv^** ^^W5«t-' 
t^be, ^^but I tntifit go to Florence tx» ii\feV\l Xo\v^\vtsN\ 

me again before to-morrow afternooa ". o^V\ v;v\V \Xi^^> 
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I hope, be settled to my wish." — ** Well, if yon are re* 
solved,*' said my father, *< God bless you ! Remember 
lire shall be anxious to see you again." — Sack ville took 
bis hat. Motionless, and incapable of speaking, I sat 
fixed to my chair, in the direct way he muft pass. His 
eye met mine. He stopped, and looking at me, abrupt- 
ly caught my hand ; then as abruptly quitting it, darted 
out of the room. I never saw him more* 

V* I had ,not the power to dissemble another moment. 
I fell back, weeping, into the arras of my father. He 
did nut, even by this imprudence, read what I almost 
wished him to guess ;* but with all the indulgence of af- 
fection, iamenied the distress of Sackville, and the sen- 
sibility of my nature, which sympathized so painfully 
with his friend, I durst not ask tchat was the distress of 
his friend : abashed at my duplicity to him, and over- 
whelmed with a thousand dreads, I obtained his permis- 
sion to retire to my chamber. 

'' The next day I met him with a serene air; for I had 
schooled my heart to endure with greater composure the 
fufferings which it had deserved. The count did not re- 
mark my recovered tranquillity ; neither did he appear 
to think any more of my tearn ; so entirely was he oc- 
cupied in conjectiirini; what could be the cause of Sack- 
vi lie's grief, who had only complained of having receiv- 
ed a great shock, without reveal ins; the circumstance. 
This ignorance of my father, surprised me ; and to all 
his suppositions I said little. My soul was too deeply 
interested in the subject, to trust to the faithfulness of 
my lips. 

" The morning crept slowly on, and the uoon appear- 
ed to stand still. I iJ^nxiou«=;ly w-'Uched the declining 
sun, as the signal for my husband's return Two hours 
bad elapsed since his promised tiaie, ancj my father grew 
so impatient, that he weht out with the vi<»w to meet 
him.. I eagerly hoped that they might mi^.s each other. 
I should then see my Sackville a few minutes plone,. 
and by one Avord, be comforted, or driven to despair. 

*Vl wai listening to every footstep that sounded under 
the colonnade, when my servant brought me a letter,, 
"which had just been left by one of Mr. Sackviile's 
grooms. ** Ah !" thought I, " this will release or con- 
firm my fears! Heaven grant that his father may have 
coasented 1" I torfe open the gea\ *, fiuA V>\\ *fei\%e,\^«i?. citv. 
^edoor, ere I bad read half l\iek\Uift£coiiUtv\."a~;' 
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ThadfleuSy with a barning cheek, and a heart all at 
once robbed of that elastic spring, which till now had 
ever made him feel the happietit of the happy, took up 
the letter of his father. The paper was worn, and blis- 
tered with his mother's tears. His head seemed to swim, 
as he contemplated the hand-writing, and he said to him- 
selfy ^' Am I to respect or to abhor him ?" He proceed- 
ed in the perusal. 

<^ To Thesese, Countess Sobieski. 

*' How, Therese, I am to address you ? Hat an at- 
tempt at palliating my conduct, will be of no use. It ij 
impossible. You cannot conceive a viler opinion of me, 
than I |iold of myself. I know that I deserve to be cal- 
led a villain; that 1 have sacrificed your tenderness to 
my distracted passions. But you shall no more be sub- 
ject to the caprices of a man who cannot repay your lovd 
with his own* You have no guilt to torture you; and 
you possess virtues that will render you tranquil under 
every calamity. I leave you to your own innocence. 
Forget the ceremony whicn has passed between us : my 
. wretched heart disclaims it for ever. Your father it 
happily ignorant of it ; pray spare him the anguish of 
knowing that I was so completely unworthy of his kind- 
ness ! I feel that I am more than ungrateful to you and 
to him: Therese, your most inveterate hate cannot 
more strongly tell me, than I tell myself, that I have 
treated you like a scoundrel. But I cannot retract. X 
am going where all search will be vain ; and I now bid 
you an eternal farewell. Hay you be happier than ever 
I can be ! 

*'rUrence. «»R. S— ." 

Thaddeus went on with his mother's narrative. 

** When my senses returned, I was on the ground^ 
hplding the half-perused paper in my hand. Grief and 
horror had locked up the avenues of complaint, and I sat 
as one petrified to stone. My father entered. Ax \.Vv^ 
sight of me; he started as if he had seen a Bi^ecVc^. "Q^ft 
we} J known features, opened at once my 8Lg,oii\'afc^Vi«^^5V« 
Wjtb fearful cries, I cast myself at his feet, and. ^nV^vcw^ 
the letter into his ixaad, clung ftlmo&t e^^vT:vi\^^>'»^>'* 
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** When he had read it, he floog it from him, and 
(Iropping into a chair, covered his face with bis hands. 
I looked up iDiptoringiy, for I could not spea]^. My 
lather stooped Corward, and raising me in his arms, 
pressed me to bis bof^oui. <' My iherese," said be. "it 
is I who have done this. Had I not hnrboured this 
villain, he never could have had an oppurtunity of ruin- 
ing the peace of my child." In return for the unexam- 
pled indulgence of tbi» $>precb, L promised to forget a 
man, who could have so little respect for gratitude, or 
bis own honour. The count replied, that he expected 
fiucb a resolution^ in consequence of the principles he 
had taught me; and tobbow me how far dearer to him 
was my real tranquillity, than any false idea of impossi- 
ble re»<titution} be would not remove even from one prin- 
cipality to another, where he sure by that means to dis* 
cover Mr. SackviHe and avenge himself. My under- 
standing assented to the justice of alt his reasoning ; but 
long and uevere were the struggles, before I could erase 
from my soul, the image of that being who had been the 
Jord of all its joys and sorrows. 

*' It was not unt^ you, my dear Thaddeus, were 
born, that l could repay the goodness of my father with 
the smiled of cheerfulness. I christened you Thaddeus 
Constantine, after himself, and bis best-loved friend 
Kosciuszko. He would not permit me to give you any 
name, which could remind him or myself of the cruel 
parent who gave you being; and on oqr return to Po- 
land, the story which he related, when questioned about 
my apparently forlorn state, was simply thi8, <' My 
dapgbter was married and widowed in the court^e of two 
months. Since then, to root from her memory, as much 
as possible, all recollection of a husband who was only 
given to be taken away, she still retains my name; and 
her son as my sole heir, sbail wear no other." This re- 
ply satisfied every one : the king, who was my father'a 
cinl^ confident, gave his sanction to it, and no further 
inquiries were ever started. 

*< You are now, my beloved child, entering on the 

eventful career of life. God knows, when the venerable 

head of your grandfather is laid in dust, and I, too, 

fhut my eyes up )n you for ever, where destiny may 

pea J you! perhaps to the coualr^ o^ 'S^wc l^\.Vv^«. 

Should you ever meet him— but that \% \wxV\VftXi\ ^^>V 



13 

wHl be silent on a subject which eighteen years of re* 
flection, have not yet depriveil of its sting. 

~ ** Not to embitter the fresh spring of your youth, my 
Tbaddeus, with the draught that has poisoned mine; 
not to implant in your breasit, hatred of a parent you- 
laay never behold, have I wrHtenthis; but to inform 
you in fact from whom you sprung. My history is 
Ktade plain to you, that lio unexpected events may here- 
after perplex your opinion of your mother; or cause a 
blush to rise on that cheek for her, which from your 
grandfatlier can derive no stain* For his sakie as well as 
^r mine, whether in peace or in war, may the angels 
oC heaven guard my boy ! This is the everlajiiing prayer 
e/ thy fond mother. 

<^ ThESESE SOBIESKI. 

*' Villanow, March, 1T92.'^ 

"Wlien he had iinisfaedf TbadJeus held the papers io 
lits hand ; and unable to recover from the shock whicK 
lie had received by their contents^ he read them a second 
lime to the end; then laying them on the table, against 
which be rested his now aching head, he gave vent to 
Ihe fulness of his heart. 

The countess, anxious for the effect her history might 
have on her son, at this instant entered the room. See- 
ing him in so dejected an attitude, she approached him, 
and pressing him to her bosom, mingled her tears with 
bis. Thaddeus, ashamed of his emotions, yet incapabiei 
of dissembling them, struggled a few moments to release 
iumself from her arms. The countess,, mistaking his 
motive, said in a melancholy voice, '* And do you, my 
son, Uespise your mother for the weakness which she 
has revealed P Is this the recep^tionjthat I expected from 
a child, on whose alfection I reposed my confidence and 
my comfort?*' 

'* No, my mother," replied Thaddeus, ** it is your 
afBictions, which have discomposed me. This is the 
first unhappy hour that I ever endured, and can you 
wonder that I should be aSccted? Oh I mother,'' con* 
tinued be, laying his hand on his Valher's letter, '* what- 
ever were his rank, had my father been but uoV>W\\\\sv\^^ 
i would have gloried in bearing his name *, \iu\.u^v? ,'\.^>3^ 
up wy prayers never to hear it mott;' 

Vol, I. U 
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** Forget him," er'ed the countess, hiding her eyev 
iritb her handkerchief. 

*' I will/' answered, Tbaddeus, " and allow^ my me- 
mory to dwell only on the virtues of my mother." . 

it was impossible for the countess ot* her soih to con- 
ceal their agitation from the palatine, who now opened 
the door. On his expre.««8ing alarm at a si^ht so unusual, 
his daughter, finding herself incapable of speaking, put 
into his hai^d the letter which Tbaddeus bad just read. 
Sobieski cast bis eye over the first lines; he immediately 
comprehended their tendency, and seeing that the coun* 
tess had withdrawn, looked towards bis grandson. 
Tbaddeus was walking up and down the room striving 
to command himself for the conversation which be antici- 
pated with bis grandfather. 

*' I am sorry, ThadJeus," said Sobieski, ** that your 
mother has so abruptly imparted to you the real name 
and character of your father. I see that his villaiuy has 
distressed a heart, which I have sought to make alive 
to the slightest dishonour. But be consoled, my dear 
boy! I have prevented the publicity ot bis conduct, by 
aiti ambiguous story of your mother's widoivbood. I 
declared to the world, that you were not only the son 
of my daughter, but should be the sole heir to my estates 
and name. Notwithstanding this arrangement, nhe judg- 
ed it proper that you ought not tc> enter general ^itcteiy, 
without having first been made acquainted with the true 
events of your birth. I believe my daughter is right. 
But cheer yourself, my child, now that all is past. 
You will etttbitter the remainder of my days, if you suf- 
fer the vices of a worthless man to prey upon your 
mind." 

" No, my lord,'- answered his grandson, ** you have 
heen more than a parent to me , add henceforward, for 
your sake, as well as my own, I shall bold it my duty,- 
to forget that I drew my being from any other source, 
than the honse of Sobieski." 

^ You are right,*' cried the palatine with an exuUins 
•motion, "you have the spirit of your ancestors: and 1 
yet shall live to see you add glory to the name 1"' 

The beaming eyes and smiling lips of the youn^ 
aount, declared that be had shaken sorrow from his 
heart. Hh grandfather squeezed h\s ViaivA. >«\\\i A«iV\^\. % 
antlsawin his recovered sereatty tUe &uie ^xomv^^ Q'iXa.^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

7hb fearful (!ay arrWecl, when Sobieski anii his gniii(!- 
fon were to bid adiea to Yillanow and ito peaeeful 
•cenes. ^ 

The well-poic'ed mind of the veteran, bade his daugh- 
ter fnreweM, with a fortttude which imparted some of 
its strength even to her. But when Thaddeus, ready 
habited for his journey, entered the room, at the sight 
of his military accoutrements she shuddered $ and when 
with a glowing countenance he advanced, smiling 
through his tears towards her. fhe clasped him in hor 
arms, and rivetted her lips to that face whose very love- 
liness added to her affliction. She gazed at him, she 
wept on his neck, she pressed him to her bosom. ** O ! 
liow soon may all that beauty be mingled with the dusi! 
how soon may that warm heart, which then beat against 
hers, be pierced by the sword ! be laid on the ground, 
mangled and bleeding, exposed, and trampled on V* 
These thoughts thronged upon her soul., and deprived 
her of sense. She was carried away lifeless by her 
maids ; whilst the palatine, almost by force, compelled 
Thaddeus to quit the spot. 

It was not until the lofty battlements of Yillanow 
blended with the clouds, that Thaddeus could throw «ff 
his melancholy. The parting agony of his mother hung 
on his spirits ; and heavy and frequent were his -sighs, 
as he gazed on the russet cottages and fertile fteldsy - 
which reminded him that he was yet passing through 
the territories of his grandfather. The picturesque mill 
of Mariemont was the last spot on which his sij^ht lin- 
gered. The ivy that mantled over its sides, sparkled 
with the brightness of a shower that bad just fallen; 
and the rays of the setting sun gleaming on its shattered 
wall, made it an object of such romantic beauty, as wel 1 
as interest, that he could not help pointing it out to his 
fellow travellers. 

Whilst the eyes of general Butsou. who was in the 
carriage, followed the direction of Thaddeus, the pa- 
latine observed the heightening ammaVVon o^ >cii\«> tex- 
tures, witb £/iatphi/anthrophy which exvafiA^\>afe\\%^^^ 
/^/A^ooc/inaii; ajid recoileetingat ih© saimft xXtsv^^^ 
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feelings bebimself enjo5'ed, when he visiteJ thai place 
one and twenty years ago, he put his hand on the ehoul- 
der of Butz*>u, and said, *' general, did you ever relate 
to my boy the particulars of that mill ?" 

" No. my lord." 

** I suppose," continued the palatine, *^ the same rea- 
son deterred you from speaking of it uncalled for, as les- 
sened my wish to tell the story ? We are both too much 
the heroes of the talc, to have volunteered the recital.'* 

** Do you mean, ray lord," asked Thaddeus, " the 
rescue of our king from this place ?'' 

" I do.»» 

** I have a \ery indistinct knowledge of the affair. I 
remember it was told me many years since, but I have 
nearly forgotten it ; and can only account for my ap- 
parent insensibility in never having inquired any fur- 
ther, to the happy thoughtlessness in which you have 
hitherto permitted me to live." 

** But,*' said the palatine, whose only object was to 
draw his grandson from saddening reflections; " What 
Hi'ill you say to me, turning egotist ?" 

** I now ask the story of you ;'' returned Thaddeus^ 
smiling ; *' besides, as soldiers are permitted by the 
lire*5ide to ^ fight their batties o*er again ;* your modesty, 
grandfather, cannot violently object to repeat it to me 
here, on the way to more." 

'* As a preliminary," said the palatine, ** to relate 
ourhi<ttory in form, I must suppose that it is unnecessa- 
ry to tell you that general Butzou was the brave sol- 
dier, who, at the imminent risk of his own life, saved 
that of our sovereign?" • 

*' Of course, I know' that,** replied the young count ; 
*' and , that you, too, had a share in it ; for when I was 
yesterday presented* to his majesty, amongst oth€»r 
things which he spoke of, be told me, that he believed, 
under heaven, he owed his present existence to general 
Butzou and yourself." 

" So very little to me," resumed Sobieski, ** that T 
will to the be«tof my recollection, repent every circuia- 
stance of the affair. Should I err, I must beg of you, 
general," turning to Butzou, *' to put me right?'' 

Butzou, with the glow of honest exultation still 
painting his face, nodded assent; and Thaddcus^ bow- 
ipgto his grand faihec in sign ofto aU^nVvow^ iVvB^^Xii- 
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** It was on Sunday night, the third of September^ ui 
fhe year 1771, that this event took place. At that time, 
instigated by the Courts or Vienna and Constantinople^ 
the confederate lords of )Poiand were laying waste their 
. country from one end to the other, and perpetrating uli 
kinds of outrage on the loyal inhabitants. 

'* Amongiit their numerous crimes, a plan was laid 
for surprising and takine; the king's person. Puiaski 
wa.«i one of the most dari *^ of these rebels; and assisted 
by Lukawski, Strawenski, Kosiuski, three Poles of dis- 
tinction, be meditated at any rate to accomplish hig 
death. Accordingly, the three latter, in obedience to 
his orders, w^ith forty other conspirators, met at Czet- 
schokow, and in the presence of their commander swore, 
ivith the most horrid oaths, to deliver Stanislaus alive or 
dead into his hands. 

" 4 bout a month after this meeting, these noblemen, 
at the head of a band of assassins, diHguised themselves 
as peasants ; and concealing their arms in waggons of 
bay which they drove before them, they entered War- 
saw unsuspected. 

** It was ten o'clock, on the third of September, as 
I have told you, that they found an opportunity uf exe- 
cuting their scheme. They placed themselves under 
cover of the nighty in those avenues of the city, through 
Dvhich they knew his majesty must pa.«s in his way from 
Villanow, where he bad been dining with me. His car- 
riage was escorted by four of bin own attendants, my- 
self, and twelve of my guards. We had scarcely lost 
sight of Villanow, when the conspirators rushed out 
and surrounded us, commanding the coachman to stop, 
and beating down the men withth*^ but end of their mus* 
kets. ' Several shot were fireil into the coach. One pas- 
sed through my hat, as I was getting out, sword in 
band, the better to repel an attack, the motive of which 
I could not divine. A cut across ray right leg with a 
sabre, soon laid me under the wheels ; and whilst I lay 
there, I heard the shot pouring into the coach like hail, 
and felt the villains stepping over my body, to finish the 
murder of the king. 

<* It was then tbot our friend Butzou (who at that 

period was a private in my se^rvice") slooA Vi«X>N«^vv\v\% 

sovereign and the rebels, £n one inst^ul V\c Tfcti«vN«i\ 

several balJs through his JImbs, and atUr\i«Vlro\a«^^*^l^ 
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*et in his breast, which cast him, weltering in bis bloo^j 
upon me. Ky this lime, al) the persons who had for- 
med the escort, were either wounded or dispersed. Be- 
ing now secure of their prey, one of the assassins open- 
ed tiie carriage door, and with shociiing imprecations^ 
seizing the king by the hair, cried, ** Tyrant, we have 
thee now ; ihy hour is come !" and discharged his pistol 
80 neap his majesty's face, thnt he lelt the heat of the 
fiiifh. A second viiiatu cut LlJi on the forehead with 
bisKWord: whilst atbird, who was oa. horseback, lay- 
ing hold of his collar, between himself and another, at 
full gallop, dragged him along the ground, through the 
•uburl>s of the city. 

** Durin<c the latter part of this outrageous scene» 
tome of our frighted people returned with a detach- 
ment, and seeing Butzou and me almost lifeless, car* 
ried ur to \K\t royal palace, where alt was commotion 
and alarm. The foot-guards immediately follo^Ved the 
tirack that the conspirators had seemed to take. In one 
of the struts they found the king's hat dyed in blood, 
and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holei^. 
This confirmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, filling all Warsaw with dismay. 

" The asfiassiiis ineanwhiie got clear of the tcwn. 
Finding, however, that the king by losst)f blood, weak* 
ncss, and wounds in his feet, was not likely to exiN; 
much longer in their manner of dragging him towards 
their employer, they set bim on a horse, and redoubled 
their speed. When they came to the moat which sur- 
rounds Warsaw, they crnnpelled hjm to leap across it. 
In the attempt his beast fell twice; and, at the second 
fail, broke its leg: they then compelled him, fatiititig 
as he was with pain, to mount another and spur it oven*. 
The conspirators had no sooner passed the ditch, than 

' they threw his majesty down, and held him there, till 
Lukawski tore from his neck the ribbon of the black 
eagle, and its diarnand cross. Lukawski was so foolish- 
ly sure of his prisoner, that he quitted his charge, and 
repaired with his iipoils to Pulaski, meaning to show 
them as an incontestible proof of his success. Many of 
the other plunderers, concluding that they could not iUy 
better than' follow bis example, fled also, and left only 

t>€vea of the party, with Koslnski al l\xc\t \vcaA^ l<a ^^- 

etMJa orerttQ luaibitujaate Staiiislaus* 
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'• ^e night WRS now grown so dark, tbat they coaM 
not be sure of their wny ; and their horfces stumbling at 
every step over stumps of trees and hollows in the earth, 
increased their apprehensions to such a degree, that they 
obliged the king to keep up with them ryi foot : he lit- 
erally marked his path with his blood, his shoes having 
been torn off in the struggle at the carriage. Thus they 
continued, wandering backwards and forwards, and 
round the outskirts of Warsaw without any exact knowl-. 
edge of their situation. The men who guarded him, at 
last became so much afraid of their prisoner taking ad- 
vantage of these circumstances to escape, that they re- 
peatedly called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to 
death. Kosinski, refused ; but their deinands growing 
more violent and imperious, as they found that the 
intricacies of fhe forest had involved them completely, 
the king expected every moment to receive the points 
of their bayonets in his breast. 

" When I recovered from my swooa^ and my leg was 
bound up, I felt myself able to stir ; and questioning^ 
the officers who stood about .my couch, I found that a 
general panic had seized them. They knew not how to 
proceed ; they shuddered at leaving the king to the mer- 
cy of the confederates ; and yet were fearful by pursu- 
ing them farther, to incense them, through terror or re- 
venge, to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive, 
I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Anxious, 
at any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, 
though I could not ride myself, 1 strenuously advised 
an immediate pursuit on horseback ; and that neither 
darkness nor danger should be permitted to impede 
their course. A little spirit on the side of Ihe nobles,, 
soon brought back hope and animaiion to the terrifted 
soldiers : and my orders were instantly obeyed. But I 
must add, almost as instantly disappointed: for, in less 
than half an hour they returned in despair, showing me 
)iis majesty's coat, which they had fqj^d in the fosse. I 
suppose the rufBans tore it olf when they rilled him. It 
was rent in several places, and so wet with bloo<l, that 
tbs officer who presented it to me, declared it as bis opin- 
ion, that they had murdered the king there^ ft\\*i Vv^.'S^ 
drawn away tiiC body, for by the ligV\t o? \.\ve \otc\i«&\v^ 
could trace drops of blooii to a cons\derab\ft AXA'A-ACi^* • 

*' Whilst I was a^aia attcaiptlus to com\iQk\. vV^-i ^^''^ 
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iet in his breast, which cast him, weltering in bis bloodj 
upon me. I{y this time, all the persons who had for- 
med the escort, were either wounded or dispersed. Be* 
ing now tiecure of their prey, one of the assassins open* 
ed tiie carriage door, and with shociiing imprecations^ 
seizing the king by the hair, cried, ** Tyrant, wc have 
thee now ; ihy hour is come 1" and discharged his pistol 
so neap his majesty's face, thRt he lelt the heat of the 
flush. A second villain cut L^Ji on the forehead with 
bis sword; whilst athird, who was oq. hor8e))ack, lay- 
ing hold of bis collar, between himself and another, at 
full gallop, dragged him along the ground, through the 
suburbs of the city. 

** During the latter part of this outrageous scene, 
tome of our frighted people returned with a detach- 
ment, and seeing Butzou and me almost lifeless, car* 
ried usto^Ue royal palace, where all was commotion 
and alarm. The foot-guards immediately followed the 
track that the conspirators bad seemed to take. In one 
of the streets they found the king's hat dyed in blood, 
and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holes. 
This confirmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, filling all Warsaw with dismay. 

" The asfsassins meanwhile got clear of tho tcwn. 
Finding, however, that the king by losst)f blood, weak* 
ncss, and wounds in his feet, was not likely to exist 
muph longer in their manner of dragging him towards 
their employer, they set bim on a horse, and redoubled 
their speed. When they came to the moat which sur- 
rounds Warsaw, they compelled him to leap across it. 
In the attempt his beast fell twice ; and, at the second 
fall, broke its leg: they then compelled him, fainting 
as he was with pain, to mount another and spur it ove<'. 
The conspirators had no sooner pas^^ed the ditch, than 

' tbey threw his majesty down, and held him there, till 
Lukawski tore from his neck the ribbon of the black 
eagle, and its dianujind cross. Lukawski was so foolish- 
ly sure of his prisoner, that he quitted his charge, and 
repaired with his spoils to Pulaski, meaning to show 
them as an incontestible proof of his success. Many of 
the other plunderers, concluding that they could not i\o 
better than' follow bis example, fled also, and left only 

fevea of the partyj with Koslnski al lVic\t \v^^^^ Vi iLVi.- 

«a^» orerttQ luaibrtujaate Stanislaus* 
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'' The night wrs now grown so dark, tbat they coal^ 
not be sure of tfaeir wny ; and Ureir horses stumbling at 
every step over stumps of trees and hdllows in the earth, 
increased tfaeir apprehensions to such a degree, that they 
obliged the king to keep up with them ryi foot : he lit* 
eraliy marked his path with his blood, his shoes having 
been torn off in the struggle at the carriage. Thus they 
continued, wandering backwards and forwards, • and 
round the outskirts of VYarsaw without any exact knowl-. 
edge of their sitiiation. The men who guarded him, at 
last became so much afraid of their prisoner taking ad- 
Tantageof these circumstances to escape, tbat they re- 
peatedly called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to 
death. Kosinski, refused; but their demands growing 
more violent and imperious, as they found that the 
intricacies of flie forest had involved them completely, 
the king expected every moment to receive the points 
of their bayonets in his breast. 

" When I recovered from my swoon, and my leg was 
bound up; I felt myself able to stir ; and questioning> 
the officers who stood about .my couch, I found that a 
general panic had seized them. They knew not how to 
proceed ; they shuddered at leaving the king to the mer- 
cy of the confederates ; and yet were fearful by pursu- 
ing them farther, to incense them, through terror or re- 
venge, to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive. 
I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Anxious, 
at any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, 
though I could not ride myself, 1 strenuously advised 
an immediate pursuit on horseback ; and that neither 
darkness nor danger should be permitted to impede 
their course. A little spirit on the side of Ihe nobles,, 
soon brought back hope and animaiion to the terrified 
soldiers : nnd my orders were instantly obeyed. But I 
must add, almost as instantly disappointed : for, in less 
than half an hour they returned in despair, showing me 
)iis majesty's coat, which they had fqj^d in the fosse. I 
suppose the rulfians tore it olf when they rided him. It 
was rent in several places, and so wet with bloo<l, that 
tbs officer who presented it to me> declared it as his opin- 
ion, that they had murdered the king there^ w\ti'cw^'&^ 
drawn away twe body, for by the light oC VVie \.oTt\i«&^^^ 
could trace drops of blooii to a cons'iderabXe ^\«»VAT\Ci^- 
" Whilst I was a^aia atteaiptiii'^ to com>a;i\. >Xiv^ \v^^ 
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iet in his breast, which casthiui, weltering in his biooifj 
upon me. Ky this lime, al) the persons who liad for- 
med the escort, were either wounded or dispersed. Be- 
ing now (iecure of their prey, one of the assasflins open- 
ed tiie carriafi:e door, and with shocking imprecations^ 
seizing the king by the hair, cried, ** Tyrant, we liave 
thee now ; thy bonr is come 1" and discharged his pistol 
8o neap his majesty's face, ihRt he tell the heat of the 
fiuiih. A second villaiu cut L'Ji ou the forehead with 
bis sword ; whilst athird, who was on. borsel)ack, lay- 
ing hold of his collar, between himself and another, at 
full gallop, dragged him along the ground, through the 
auburl>9 of the city. 

** During thft latter part of this outrageous scene, 
tome of our frighted people returned with a detach- 
ment, and seeing Butzou and me almost lifeless^ car* 
ried us to i^a royal palace, where all was commotion 
and alarm. The foot-guards immediately followed the 
track that the conspirators had seemed to take. In one 
of the t!tr»^ts they found the king's hat dyed in blood, 
and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holes. 
This confirmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, filling all Warsaw withdijsmay. 

" The as$:assins meanwhile got clear of the tcwn. 
Finding, however, that the king by losst)f blood, weak* 
ncss, and wounds in his feet, was not likely to exisC 
mti^b longer in their manner of dragging him towards 
their employer, they set him on a horse, and redoubled 
their speed. When they came to the moat which sur- 
rounds Warsaw, they cf)mpelled him to leap across it. 
In the attempt his beast fell twice; and, at the second 
fall, broke its leg: they then compelled him, fainting 
as he was with pain, to mount another aiid spur it ove*'. 
The conspirators bad no sooner passed the ditch, than 
they threw his majesty down, and held him there, till 
Lukawskl tore from his neck the ribbon of the black 
eagle, and its diamond cross. Lukawski was so foolish- 
ly sure of his prisoner, that he quitted his charge, and 
repaired with his spoils to Pulaski, meaning to show 
them as an incontestible proof of his success. Many of 
the other plunderers, concluding that they could not i\o 
belter than* follow his example, fled also, and left only 
/tevea of the party ^ with Kosinsk'i al lVic\t \v^^'3i^ t<a t^- 

«a4» orer the uaibrtuaate Stanislaus* 
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'' Tlie night was now grown so dark, that they coald 
not be sore of their way ; and their horses stumbling at 
every step over stumps of trees and hollows in the earth, 
increased their apprehensions to such a degree, that they 
obliged the king to keep up with them op foot : he Itt- 
craliy marked his path with his blood, his shoes having 
been torn off in the struggle at the carriage. Thus they 
continued, wandering backwards and forwards, ■ and 
round the outskirts of Warsaw \^i thou t any exact knowl-. 
edgeof their situation. The men wbo guarded him, at 
)ast became so much afraid of their prisoner taking ad- 
vantage of these circumstances to escape, that they re* 
peatedly called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to 
death. Kosinski, refused ; but their demands growing 
more violent and imperious, a« they found that thi 
intricacies of the forest had involved them completely, 
the king expected every raoment to receive the points 
of their bayonets in his breast. 

*• When I recovered from my swoon, and my leg was 
bound up, I felt myself able to stir ; and questionings 
the officers who stood about .my couch, I found that a 
general panic had seized them. They knew not how to 
proceed ; they shuddered at leaving the king to the mer- 
cy of the confederates ; and yet were fearful by pursu- 
ing them further, to incense them, through terror or re- 
venge, to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive, 
I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Ankious, 
at any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, 
though I could not ride myself, 1 strenuously advised 
an immediate pursuit on horseback ; and that neither 
darkness nor danger should be permitted to impede 
their course. A little spirit on the side of ihe nobles,, 
soon brought back hope and animaiion to the terrified 
soldiers ; and my orders were instantly obeyed. But I 
must add, almost as inr^tantly disappointed : for, in less 
than half an hour they returned in despair, showing me 
his majesty's coat, which they had fq^d in the fosse. X 
suppose the rulfians tore it off when they rifled him. It 
was rent in several places, and so wet with blond, that 
tbs officer who presented it to me, declared it as his opin- 
ion, that they had murdered the king there, imv*\ ^^^ 
drawn away tiiC body, for by the UgV\t o? iVia \,ott\\«5 V^ 
cou/J trace drops of blood to a cons\dera\i\e ^t%VA"t\ci«i- . 
•^ Whilst I was BLg^in attcaiptiu'i to viom>a;iV ^Vv"i ^^"^ 
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ftet in bis breast, which casthiin, weltering in bis b!oo<lj 
upon me. Uy this time, all the persons who bad for- 
med (he escort, ivere either wounded or dispersed. Be» 
ing now siecure of their prey, one of the assassins open* 
ed tiie carria^^e door, and with shocicing imprecations^ 
seizing the king by the hair, cried, ** Tyrant, xvc have 
thee now ; thy hour is come 1" and di»chnrged his pistol 
so neap his majesty's face, thnt he telt the heat of the 
fiufili. A second villain cut L'ai on the forehead with 
bis sword; whilst atbird, who was oa. horseback, lay- 
ing hold of his collar, between himself and another, at 
full gallop, dragged him along the ground, through the 
fuburbs of the city. 

** Durin;;: the latter part of this outrageous scene, 
tome of our frighted people returned with a detach- 
ment, and seeing Butzou and me almost lifeless, car« 
ried us to t<ie royal palace, where all was commotion 
and alarm. The foot-guards immediately followed the 
track that the con<)pirator8 had seemed to take. In one 
of the t<tr»tts they found the king's hat dyed in blood, 
and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holeii. 
This conMrmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, Hiling all Warsaw with dismay. 

*^ The asfsassins tneanwhiie got clear of the tcwn. 
Finding, however, that the king by Iosst»f blood, weak^ 
ncss, and wounds in his feet, was not likely to exist 
much longer in their manner of dragging him towards 
their employer, they set him on a horse, and redoubled 
their speed. When they came to the moat which i^ur* 
rounds Warsaw, they compelled him to leap across it. 
In the attempt his beast fell twice ; and, at the second 
fall, broke its leg: they then compelled him, faintiitg 
as he was with pain, to mount another and spur it over. 
The conspirators had no sooner passed the ditch, than 
they threw his majesty down, and held him there, till 
Lukawski tore from his neck the ribbon of the black 
eagle, and its diaim^jjd cross. Lukawski was so foolish- 
ly sure of his prisoner, that he quitted his charge, and 
repaired with his spoils to Pulaski, meaning to show 
them as an incontestible proof of bis success. Many of 
the other plunderers, concluding that they could not i\o 
better than' follow his example, fled also, and left only 
grevea of the party, with Kos\nski al l\it\t Vi^saA^ \<i v^- 

asig oyer the uaibr tunate Staailslaus* 
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'* Tbe niglit was now grown so dark, that they coald 
not be sare of their way ; and their horses stumbling at 
every step over stumps of trees and hdllows in tbeeai'tb, 
increased their apprehensions to such a degree, that they 
obliged the king to keep up with them op foot : he lit- 
erally marked his path with his blood, his shoes having 
been torn off in the struggle at the carriage. Thus they 
continued, wandering backwards and forwards, and 
round the outskirts of Warsaw \^ithout any exact knowl-. 
edgeof their situation. The men who guarded him, at 
)ast became so much afraid of their prisoner taking ad- 
vantage of these circumstances to escape, that they re- 
peatedly called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to 
death. Kosinski, refused ; but their demands growing 
more violent and imperious, as they found that the 
intricacies of flie forest had involved them completely, 
the king expected every moment to receive the points 
of their bayonets in his breast. 

♦• When I recovered from my swood^ and ray leg was 
bound up, I felt myself able to stir ; and questionings 
the officers who stood about .my couch, I found that a 
general panic had seized them. They knew not how to 
proceed ; they shuddered at leaving the king to the mer- 
cy of the confederates ; and yet were fearful by pursu- 
ing them farther, to incense them, through terror or re- 
venge, to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive, 
I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Anjiious, 
at any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, 
though I could not ride myself, 1 strenuously advised 
an immediate pursuit on horseback ; and that neither 
darkness nor danger should be permitted to impede 
their course. A little spirit on the side of ihe nobles,. 
' soon brought back hope and animaiion to the terrified 
soldiers ; and my orders were instantly obeyed. But I 
must add, almost us in.'^tantly disappointed : for, in less 
than half an hour they returned in despair, showing me 
his majesty's coat, which they had tqjjfid in the fosse. I 
suppose the rulBans tore it off when they rifled him. It 
was rent in several places, and so wet with blood, that 
the officer who presented it to me, declared it as his opin- 
ion, that they had murdered tlie king there, »tv*i ^^^ 
drawn away tije body, for by the UgV\t o? iVia vottX^es V^ 
cou/d trace drops of blood to a considerabXe ^t«V.'A•^ci^• • 
" Whilst I w&s a^ai:!. attcmptiiig to com>a;5.V ^Vv^ ^^^ 



IS 

•et in his breast, which castliiin, weltering id bis bIoo<lj 
upon me. Ky this lime, ai) the persons who bad for- 
med the escort, ivere either wounded or dispersed. Be» 
ing now secure of their prey, one of the assassins open* 
ed the carriage door, and with shoclcing imprecations^ 
seizing the king by tlie hair, cried, *' Tyrant, xve liave 
thee now ; thy hour 18 come !" and discharged liis pistol 
so neap his majesty'^ face, that he ieli the heat of the 
fiatih. A second villain cut liTai on the forehead with 
bissxvord ; whilst athird, who was oq. horsebacic, laj'- 
ing hold of his collar, between himself and another, at 
full gallop, dragged hiui along the ground, through tks 
•uburbs of the city. 

*' Durin;^ the latter part of this outrageous ecene^ 
tome of our frighted people returned with a detach- 
ment, and seeing Butzou and me almost lifeless^ car- 
ried us to t tie royal palace, where all was commotion 
and alarm. The foot-guards immediately followed the 
ttack that the conspirators had seemed to take. In one 
of the str«t;ts they found the king*s hat dyed in blood, 
and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holes. 
This confirmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, filling all Warsaw with dismay. 

" The as^a$:$ins meanwhile got clear of the tcwn. 
Finding, however, that the king by losstjf blood, weak* 
ncsf!, and wounds in his feet, was not likely to e&i<sC 
mupb longer in their manner of dragging him towards 
their employer, they set him on a horse, and redoubled 
their speed. When they came to the moat which mr^ 
rounds Warsaw, they compelled him to leap across it. 
In the attempt his beast fell twice ; and, at the second 
fall, broke its leg: they then compelled him, fainting 
as he was with pain, to mount another and spur it over. 
The conspirators had no sooner passed the ditch, than 
they threw his majesty down, and held him there, till 
Lukawski tore from his neck the ribbon of the black 
eagle, and its diamqnd cross. Lukawski was so foolish- 
ly sure of his prisoner, that he quitted his charge, and 
repaired with his spoils to Pulaski, meaning to show 
them as an incontestible proof of his success. Many of 
the other plunderers, concluding that they could not i\o 
better than' follow his example, fled also, and left only 
M.evea of the party, with ICoslnski al l\Lt\t Vi^5!w8L^ \<i v«.- 

as/g oyer the uiaibitunate Staoilslaus* 
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'• *T\it night was now grown-so dark, tbat they coald 
not be sure of their wny ; and their hor<«s stumbling at 
every step over stumps of trees and hdllows in ibe earth, 
increased their apprehensions to such a degree, that they 
obliged the king to keep up with them op foot : he lit- 
craliy marked his path with his blood, his shoes having 
been torn olT in the struggle at the carriage. Thus they 
eontinued, wandering backwards and forwards, and 
round the outskirts of Warsaw \^ithout any exact knowl-. 
edgeof their situation. The men who guarded him, at 
last became so much afraid of their prisoner taking ad- 
Tantageof these circumstances to escape, that they re* 
peatedly called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to 
death. Kosinski, refused ; but their demands growing 
more violent and imperious, a« they found that the 
intricacies of flie forest had involved them completely, 
the king expected every moment to receive the points 
of their bayonets in his breast. 

•• When I recovered from my swoon, and my leg was 
bound up, I felt myself able to stir ; and questioningv 
the officers who stood about .my couch, I found that a 
general panic had seized them. They knew not how to 
proceed ; they shuddered at leaving the king to the mer- 
cy of the confederates ; and yet were fearful by pursu- 
ing them farther, to incense them, through terror or re- 
venge, to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive, 
I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Ankious, 
at any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, 
though I could not ride myself, 1 strenuously advised 
an immediate pursuit on horseback ; and that neither 
darkness nor danger should be permitted to impede 
their course. A little spirit on the side of ihe nobles,, 
soon brought back hope and animaiion to the terrified 
soldiers ; and my orders were instantly obeyed. But I 
must add, almost as in:3tantly disappointed : for, in less 
than half an hour they returned in despair, showing me 
his majesty's coat, which they had fqjjiod iu the fosse. X 
suppose the rulBans tore it otF when they rifled him. It 
was rent in several places, and so wet with blood, that 
the officer who presented it to me, declared it as his opin- 
ion, that they had murdered the king there^ l^Yv«\ \\^^ 
drawn away tiiC body, for by llie Ught o? iVi^ \o^c\\«& V'fe 
co(j/J trace drops of blood to a conaidetaVjXe ^t^VA•^c^. . 
•^ JV^IIst I was agala atteaiptius to comWV ^Vvi ^^"^ 



IS 

ftet in bis breast, wbrch castbim, weltering in bis bloodj 
upon uie. Ky this time, all the persons wbo liad for- 
inetl the escort, were either wounded or dispersed. Be» 
ing now secure of their prey, one of the assassins open* 
ed the carriage door, and with shocicing imprecations^ 
seizing the king by the hair, cried, ** Tyrant, we have 
thee now ; thy hour is come 1" and discharged his pistol 
so neap his majesty'8 face, thnt he ielt the heat of the 
fiu^h. A second villain cut L^ai on the forehead with 
bis sword; whilst athird, who was oq. horsel^ack, lay- 
ing hold of his collar, between himself and another, at 
fuli gallop, dragged hiui along the ground, through the 
•uburhs of the city. 

*' Durin;;: the latter part of this outrageous scene, 
tome of our frighted people returned with a detach- 
ment, and seeing Butzou and me almost lifeless, car* 
ried us to i^^a royal palace, where alt was commotion 
and alarm. The foot-guards immediately followed the 
track that the conspiratoi's had seemed to take, in one 
of the str^tts they found the king's hat dyed in blood, 
and his pelisse perfectly reticulated with bullet holes. 
This confirmed their apprehensions of his death ; and 
they came back, filling all Warsaw with dismay. 

" The assassins meanwhile got clear of tho tcwn. 
Finding, however, that the king by losst)f blood, weak^ 
ncsfi, and wounds in his feet, was not likely to e&i^ 
much longer in their manner of dragging bim towards 
their employer, they set him on a horse, and redoubled 
their speed. When they came to the moat which sur- 
rounds Warsaw, they compelled him to leap across it. 
In the attempt his beast fell twice ; and, at the second 
fall, broke its leg: they then compelled him, fainting 
as he was with pain, to mount another asid spur it ovtf^*. 
The conspirators had no sooner passed the ditch, than 
they threw his majesty down, and held him there, till 
Lukawski tore from his neck the ribbon of the black 
eagle, and its diamand cross. Lukawski was so foolish- 
ly sure of his prisoner, that he quitted his charge, and 
repaired with bis spoils to Pulaski, meaning to show 
them as an incontestible proof of bis success. Many of 
the other plunderers, concluding that they could not do 
better than' follow bis example, fled also, and left only 
Mieven of the party, with Kos\nskV a.1 iViti!: Vi^saA.^ \<i v«.- 

»sla over the uaibrtunatc Stanislaus* 
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'■ Tlie niglit was now grown so dark, tbat they conld 
not be gore of their way ; and their hor<»es stumbling at 
every etep over stumps of trees and hollows in the earth, 
increased their apprehensions to such a degree, that they 
obliged the king to keep up with them op foot : he lit- 
erally marked his path with his blood, his shoes having 
been torn ofif in the struggle at the carriage. Thus they 
continued, wandering backwards and forwards, and 
round the outskirts of Warsaw without any exact knowl-. 
edge of their situation. The men who guarded him, at 
last became so much afraid of their prisoner taking ad* 
vantage of these circumstances to escape, that they re* 
peatedty called on Kosinski, for orders to put him to 
death. Kosinski, refused; but their demands growing 
more violent and imperious, a« they found that the 
intricacies of the forest had involved them completely, 
the king expected every moment to receive tlie points 
of their bayonets in his breast. 

♦• When I recovered from my swoon, and my leg was 
bound up, I felt myself able to stir ; and questioning^ 
the officers who stood about .my couch, I found that a 
general panic had seized them. They knew not how to 
proceed ; they shuddered at leaving the king to the mer- 
cy of the confederates ; and yet were fearful by pursu- 
ing them ffirther, to incense them, through terror or re- 
venge, to massacre their prisoner, if he were still alive. 
I tried what I could to dispel this last dread. Anxious, 
at any rate to make another attempt to preserve him, 
though I could not ride myself, 1 strenuously advised 
an immediate pursuit on horseback ; and that neither 
darkness nor danger should be permitted to impede 
their course. A little spirit on the side of ihe nooles,. 
soon brought back hope and animaiion to the terrified 
soldiers ; and my orders were instantly obeyed. But I 
must add, almost ns in.>?tantly disappointed: for, in less 
than half an hour they returned in despair, showing me 
his majesty's coat, which they had fq^d in the fosse. X 
suppose the rulQans tore it olf when they rifled him. It 
was rent in several places, and so wet with blood, that 
the officer who presented it to me, declared it as his opin- 
ion, that they had murdered the king there^ and ^^^k 
drawn away tiie body, for by the light o? XXia lotc\i«&\\^ 
cou/d trace drops of blood to a considerabXe AtsVA-^ci^* . 
"^ Whilst I was agaiij attcaiptiDjj lo com\iTiV ^Vv% u^^ 
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evidence of hie majesty being beyond tbe reach of me* 
cour or of insult; be was driven before the seven con« 
tpiratorsi so far into the wood of Bielany, tiiat un- 
knowing whither they w«nt, they came up with one of 
the guard-bouftes, ami to their extreme terror were ac- 
costed by a patrole. Four of the banditti immediately 
diMippeared, leaving only two with Kosin^ki, who, much 
alarmed, forced his prisoner to walk faster, and keep a 
profound stillness. Notwithstanding all this precau* 
tion, scarce a quarter oian hour after, they wer^ chal- 
lenged by a second watch ; and the other two men, no\r 
taking to flight, left Ko«>inFki full of dismay, alone with 
the king. His majesty, sinking with pain and fatigue« 
beseeched permission to rest for a moment*. Ko8tni»ki 
refused, and pointing his sword towards his breast, com- 
pelled him to proceed. The king obeyed in silence. 

^< As they walked on, the unfortunate Stanislaus 
hardly able to drag one limb after the other, obs-erved 
that his conductor gradually kerned to forget his vigi- 
lance, till he appeared at last thoroughly given up to 
thought. He took courage at this ; and conceiving 
some hope, from the manner in which he was agitated, 
he ventured to say, " I see, that you know not how to 
proceed. You cannot but be aware, that the f>nteV- 
prise you are engaged in, end how it will, is full of 
peril to you. Succes*«fiil conspirators are always jea- 
lous of each other : Pulaski will Kind it as easy to rid 
himself of your life, as to take mine. Avoid this dan- 
ger; and I will promise you none on my account. Suf- 
fer me to enter the convent of Bielany: we cannot be 
far from it ; and then, do you provide for your safety.** 
J[i[o9inski, rendered desperate by the circumstances In 
' which he was involved, replied, *' No ; I have sworn : 
and I would rather sacrifice my life, than my hr)nour." 

**Tbe king had. neither strength nor spirits to roskd 

any answer. They continued to break their way throuj^h 

the underwood, till they arrived close to Mariemont. 

Here Stanislaus, unable to stir another step, fell back 

against a tree, and again implored for one moment'i 

rest, to recover some power to move. — Kosinski novr 

consented. This unexpected humanity gave his majesty 

courage to employ the minutes during which they sat 

together, liianother attempt to soften his heart, aud to 

convince him t/iat the oath he had taVetv vn^^s B\,vv>t\Q.\\% 

^»nd by no meaas binding, to abic«t\eaiiAN\tV\3LO\»\»axw, 
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'<Kosiii§ki heard faim with attention, and exhibited 
strong nymptoms of being aflfected. ''But," said he, 
*' if I should assent to what you propose, and reconduct 
yea back to Warsaw, what will be the consequence 
to rae ? I shall be taken, and executed."--*" I give you 
my word>," answered the king, ** that you shall not 
suffer any injury. But if you doubt my honour, escape 
white you can. I shall lind my way to some place of 
shelter, and will direct yow pursuers to take the oppo- 
site road to that which you may chuse." Kosinski en- 
tirely evercome, threw himself on his knees before his 
majesty; ' and, imploring pardon for what he had done, 
swore that from this hour he would defend his king 
against all the conspirators, and would trust confident- 
ly on his word, for future preservation. Stanislaus re- 
peated bis promise of forgi\^eness and protection; and 
directing him to seek refuge for thein both, in the milt 
near which they were discoursing, Kosinski obeyed, 
and knocked, but no one gave answer. He then broke 
a pane of glass in the window, and through it, begged 
succour for a noMeman, who had been waylaid by robbers. 
The miller refused to come out, or let them in; telling 
them it was his belief, they were robbers themselves, 
and if they did not go away he would fire on them. 

** This dispute had continued for near an hour when 
the king contrived to crawl up close to the window, 
and said, ** My good friend, if we were banditti as 
you suppose, it would be as easy for us, without all 
this parley, to break into your house, as to break this 
pane of glass; therefore if you would not incur the 
shame of sufiering a fellow-creature to perish for want 
of assistance, let us in.'* This argument bad its weight 
with the man, and opening the door, he admitted them. 
After some trouble, his majesty procured pen and ink, 
and immediately addressing a few lines to me at the 
palace, with more difficulty he prevailed on one of the 
miller's sons to carry it; so fearful were they of falling 
in with any of the troop, \^hom they undefttood had 
plundered their guests. 

** The joy I experienced at the sight of this "note, I 
cannot describe. I well remember the contents; they 
were literally these. 

**/?/ the miraculous hand of prov\AeTir,e, "i ^m e'^c-sv^- 
ed from the bands of ai^sassi ns. I am uov? al W© «»^^ ^^ 
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Marieroont. Send as soon as possible, and take me 
away. 'I am wounded but not dangerousiy." 

*^ Regardless of my condition, I instantly got into a 
carriage, and followed by a detachment of horse, arriv- 
ed at the mill. I met Kosinski at the door, keeping; 
guard with his sword drawn. As he linew my person, 
he admitted roe directly. The king had fallen into a 
sleep, and lay in one corner of the hovel, on the ground 
covered with the miller's cloak. To see the most virtu- 
ous monarch in the world, thus abused'by bis ungratfi* 
ful subjects, pierced me to the heart; and kneeling 
down by his side, I took bold of his hand, and in a par- 
oxysm of tears, which I am not ashamed to confess, I 
exclaimed, * I thank Almighty God, that I again see 
my sovereign alive!' It is not^easy to say, how these 
words struck the simple family with amazement. They 
instantly dropped on their knees before the king, w^hom 
my voice baa awakened, and be«eeched his pardon for 
all their ill>manners. The good Stanislaus soon t]uietcit 
their fears; and graciously thanking them fur their 
kindness, told the miller to come to the palace the next 
day, when he would show him his gratitude in a better 
way than by promises. 

*'Five minutes afterwards, tJie officers of the detach- 
ment assisted his majesty and myself, into the carriage; 
and, accompanied by Kosinski, we reached Warsaw 
about six in the morning." 

" Yes," interrupted Butzou, ** I remember the joy I 
felt when the news was brought to me, in my bed, that 
I had not in vain received the wounds intended for my 
sovereign : and besides, his majesty visited his poor 
toldier in his chamber Do you not recollect, my lord, 
how he was brought into my room in a chair, betweea 
two men? and how he thanked me, and shook hands 
with me? It made me like a child." 

** But," inquired Thaddens, hardly recovering from 
the deep utteution with which he had listened to this 
recital ; *- what becahie of Kosinski ? I suppose the 
king kept his word." 

** He did indeed," replif>d Sobieski; *' his word is at 

all times sacred. Yet I believe Kosinski had his fear* 

that he would not be so generous; for I perceived him 

)ook anx'iouSf and change colour very oftenv whilst hf: 

urasia the coach* However, be waVsootv u«i^v^v\\\ift\. 
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\y hid majegiy's manner, who, when he alighted at ih% 
palace in the midst of the joyous cries of the people, 
thouting, 'The king is alive I' leaned upon his arjn, in 
prcfereuce to mine, and presented hitu to' the populace, 
as his preserver. The great gate was ordered to be left 
open: and never, whilst I live, shall I again behold 
such a scene ! every soul in Warsaw, from the highest 
to ihe lowest, came running to catch a glimpse of their 
rescued sovereign; seeing the doors free, tliey entered 
without ceremony, and thronged forward in crowds, 
to get near enough to kiss bis hand, or to touch his 
clothes; then, elated with joy, they turned to Kosin- . 
fki, and loaded him with demonstrations of gratitude, 
calling him the ^ Saiiouf of thtir good IcingJ* K6sinski 
bore all this with surprising firmness; but in a day or 
two, when the facts of the business became known,~ be 
- felt that he might meet with different treatment from 
the people, and therefore petitioned his majesty for leave 
to depart. Stanislaus consented, and be retired to Semi- 
gal lia in the papal territories, where he now lives, on a 
very handsome pension from the king.'* 

" For me," said the general, " you see how be has 
rewarded me for that \^hich bad I left undone, I should 
have deserved to have been shot. He put it at my op- 
tion, to become what T pleaded about his person, or hold 
what rank I liked in the army. Attached as I have 
«ver been to your family, under which all my ancestors 
have lived and fought, 1 vowed in my own mind never 
to^quit it; and accordingly only begged permission of 
my soverei;^n to remain with the Count Sobieski. I did 
remain: ** but see," cried he, with his voice faulteringy 
** what they have made of me ! I command those troops, 
among whom it was once my greatest glory to be only 
aprlvatp soldier." 

Tbaddeus pressed the hand of the 'veteran between 
hotb bis, and regarded him wiih respect and a&ection, 
wjiilst the grateful old man wiped off a tear that was 
trickling down his face. 

'* How happy ought it to make you, my son," ob- 
served Sobieski, ^\ that you are called out to support 
Hich a sovereign ! He is not merely a kin^^ >nV\qv!v^Qi>\ 
follow to battle, because he will lead you lo \iQ\iOwr, 
ibe hearts of bis people feel him in a' AVSeveuX. \\^\.v 
ibe^Iook onblm »§ their friend j as abeVu^ dcXe^^V^^ 
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^y God, to study what is their greatest good/ the 
bestow it, and, when it is attacked, to defend it. 
preserve the life of such a eovereiga, who is there 
would not sacrifice his own?'* 

<< Yes," cried Butzou ; ^< and how ought we to a 
them who threaten his life! How ought we to estii 
those crowned heads, who, under Uie mask of an 
have, from the year sixty-four when he -ascended 
throne, till now, been plotting his death! That cala 
O Heaven? avert! Happen when it may, it witi I 
be a prelude to the certain ruin of our country !" 

'^Not so," interrupted Thaddeus, with eagerc 
*' not whilst a Polander has power to lift an arm, i 
it be quite lost." 

** Butzou applajjded his spirit; and warmly seco 
the palajtine, (who, never weary of infusing into e 
emotion of bis grandson an. interest for his country,) 
sued the discourse, and dwelt Muisutely on the hi 
teikleHcy of the glorious constitution^of ninety-on 
defence ofwbich they were now goin^ to hazard 
lives. As Sobieski pointed out its several excellei; 
and described the pure spirit of freedom which ania 
its laws, the feelings of Thaddeus followed his 
quence; with the restraintless fervour of youth he bi 
ed the names of Catherine and the faithless Frede 
with some of those epithets, which posterity will 
foil to ratify. Buring these conversations, Thai 
forgot his regrets; and the third day, they put thei 
ves at the head of their men, and commenced a re| 
narfih. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The little army of tb« palatme, passed by tbe battle* 
ments of Cbelm, crossed tbe Bug into Yolhinia, and 
impatiently counted theJeagues over those vast piainsy 
tin it reached the borders Kiuvia. 

When tbe column, at the head of which Thaddens 
was stationed, descended "^be heights of Lminy. and 
tbe broad camp of bis countrymen burft on his sights . 
*fae feit bis heart swell with an emotion quite new to him* 
He beheld with admiration, the regular dippo^ition of 
. the entrenchments, the long intersected streets, and the 
warlike appearance of the soldiers, whom he could des- 
cry, even at that distance, by the beams of a bright 
evening sun which shone on their arms. 

In half an hour, his troops descended into the plain, 
where, meeting those of the palatine and the general^ 
the three columms again united, and I'haddeus joined 
bis grandiatber in the van. 

** My lord," cried he, aH they met, ** can I behold 
fliicb a sight, and despair of the freedom of Poland !" 

Sobieski made no reply: but giving him one of those 
expressive looks, which immediately makes its way to 
the soul, he commanded tbe troops to advance witlt 
greater speed. In a few minutes they reached the out- 
works of the camp, and entered the lines. The eager 
eyes of Thaddeus wandered from object to object. Tbril- 
. ling with that delight with which youth beholds wonders, 
and anticipates more, he stopped with the rest of tbe 

Sarty before a tent which general Butzou informed him, 
elonged to the commander in chief. I'hey were met 
in the vestibule, by an hussar officer of a most command- 
ing appearance. Sobieski and he having accosted each 
otuer with mutual congratulations, the palatine tamed 
round to Thaddeus, took him by the haod, presented 
him to his filend, and said with a smile, 

*< Here my dear Eosciuszko, this young men is my" 
grandson; he is called Thaddeus; end I trust. that be \ 
will neither disgrace your name nor mine," . ^ 

Kosciuszko embraced the young coont, eivdi vi\^^ 
hearty pressure with his hand, replied *,# U '^outes^sof- 
kle your g^andfaiker. Thaddeus, you wW T«»«Stt>B«fT 
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buokling on h.\9 arms, with a trembling eagerness thai 
almost defeatei! his haste, an aid-de-cainp of the prince's 
entered, fie intormed him, that an advanced gn^rd of 
the Russians, about three hundred piquet^, liad attacked 
one of the PoliRb out-post, to which lieutenant Loiuza 
Jiad been commanded the evening before ; and that his 
iiighne«$ had urdered a d^achment from the palatine's 
lirigade to march immediately to its relief. Before Thad- 
Heus bad time to reply, Sobieski t^ent in, to apprize his 
jgrandson the priixe bad appointed him to be sec ^nd ia 
command, over the troops which were turning out to as- 
sist the lieutenant. 

Thaddeus heard this message with delight : yet fearful 
how llie event mijtht an<5vver the expectations which this 
high distinction declared, he issued t'loui his t(nl, like a 
youthful Mars, or rather like the young Iisadar, trem- 
bling at the dazzling effect.9 of his temerity, and hiding 
bis -valour and hif^ blushes, beneath the waving plumeS: 
of his helmet. Kosciuszko, who was to head the party, 
observed bin modesty with pleasure, and shaking hitn 
ivarmly by the hand, *' Go, Thaddeus," said he, " take 
}our station on the left flank ; I shall require your frenh 
spirits to lead the charge I intend it to make, and to en- 
sure its >occess/' Thaddeus bowed to tbe$(e encouraging 
Vin)rd8, and tof)k hisplae'i according to order. 

Every tiling being ready, the detachment quitted the' 
camp, and da-^hing' throu^^b the dews of a sweet niorn- 
kig, for it was yet May, in a few hours arrived in view 
mf the Busf>ian battalions. Lomza, w^ho from the only 
d'eduubt now in his possession, first caught a glimpi^e of 
this welcome reinforcement, rallied his few remaining 
men, and by the time that Kosciuszko came up, contri- 
ved to join him in thfe van. The fight recommenced, 
Thaddeus, at the head of his huzzars, in full gallop, 
bore down upon the enemy. They received the charge 
with firmness J but the young leader, perceiving that 
extraordinary means were necessary^ exerted h^^ voice 
to the utmost; calling on his men to follow him, be 
put <)purs to bii^ horse, and ruslu d into the thicke«it of 
the battle- His soldiers did not shrink; they pressed 
on, raowinjj; down the foremost ranks, whilst he, by a 
lucky stroke of his sabre, disabled the sword-ann of the 
JRussian ^^anciard-bearery and seiieA lV\e coVowts. Hv* 
ofra troops seeia^ the staadavd m VivuVxwkd^ mV.Ni ^\x^^^- 
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ford, in lon^ and repeated cries, slioiited victory, Th^ 
reserve of the eneaiy, alarmed at this outcry, instantly 
gave way and retreating with {irecipitation, was soon 
followed by the rear ranks of the centre, where Kosciiifz* 
ko had already slain thect-mmanderor the attack. The 
Hanks next gave ground ; and after holding a short ^tand 
nt intervals, at length fairly turned about, and fled, pa« 
nic- struck across the country. 

'I1ip conquerors, elated with so sudden a success, pat 
their horses on full speed, and without order or atten* 
tion. pursued the fugitives with the noise of thunder, 
till they were lost amidst the trees of a distant wood. 
XosciuFsko now called on his men to stop ; but be cal- . 
ttd iu vain*, they contiiined their career, animating 
each other, and with red /ubled shouts, drowning the 
voice of their general, and Thaddeus, who galloped for- 
wards, repeating the command till they were met at the 
entrance of the wood, by a few stragglers, who had for- 
med themselves into a budy. It withstood the first on- 
Bet of the Poles with considerable steadiness : But after 
a skirmish of ten minutes, it fled a second time ; and took 
refuge in the btishes, where, still regardless of orders, 
their eneuties f(;llo\ve<l. Kosciiiszko foreseeing the con- 
fequence of this rashness, ordered Thaddeus to disnlount 
part of his squadron, and march after these headstrong 
men, into the forest. He came up with them on the 
edge of a healthy tract of land just as tbey were ex- 
tending their lines to surround a band of arquebusersi 
who having kept up a quick runningfirc as thf^y retrea- 
ted, had drawn their pursuers thus far into the thickets. 
Heedless of any thing but giving their enemy a com- 
plete defeat, the Polanders went on, ne#er looking to 
the left nor to the right, till, all at once, they found 
themselves encompassed by two' thousand Muscovite 
horse, several battalions of chasseurs, and In front of 
fourteen pieces of cannon, which this dreadful ambus- 
cade fired upon them, with instant and unremitted vio- 
lence. 

Thadjieus threw himself into the midst of his conn- 
trymen, and taking the place of their unfortunate con- 
ductor,' who had been killed in the first sweep of the ar- 
tillery, prepared the men for a desperate %1«lwA. %^ ^^^ 
his orders with intrepidity and coo\i\e%a, ^Ww^Jsv'a^^^ct 
* Aear/ shower of mufqnetry, and a caiuuou^^%> Vi\»s^ 
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buckling on his armt, with a trembling eagerness that 
almost defeated his haste, an aiil-de-camp of the prince's 
entered. He inlorined him, that an advanced guard of 
the Russians, about three hundred piquets, had attHcked 
one of the Poti8b out-post, to which lieutenant Loinza 
liad been coinnaanded the evening before ; and that hig 
JbJghness had ordered a d^achmeiit from the palatine^s 
lirigadeto march immediately to its relief. Before Thad* 
Heus bad time to rejpfy, Sobieski sent in, to apprize his 
/grandson the prince bud appointml hiin to be sec -nd ia 
commutid, over the troops uhich were turning out to as- 
sist the lieutenant. 

Thaddeus heard this message with delight : yet fearful 
bow Ihe event might answer the expectations which this 
liigh distinction declared, he issued fioui his tcnl, like a 
youthful Mars, or rather like the young Isjadar, trem- 
bling at the dazzling effects of his temerity, and hiding 
bis Yalour and his blushes, beneath the waving pluines; 
of hia helmet. Kojwiu^zko, who was to head the party^ 
observed b\» modesty with pleasure, and shaking him 
warmly by the hand, *' Go, Thaddeus," said he, " take 
;^our station on the left flank ; I shall require your frc.'^h 
spirits to lead the charge 1 intend it to make, and to en<^ 
sure its soccess/' Thaddeus bowed to these encouraging 
VV^rds, and took his plad^ according to order. 

Every thing being ready, the detachment quitted the' 
«&mp, and da>^hing' throu^^h the dews of a sweet morn- 
ing, for it was yet May, in a few hours arrived in view 
fof the Russian battalions. Lomza, who from the only 
d'edoubt now in his possession, fir«t caught a glimpse of 
this welcome reinforcement, rallied his few remaining 
men, and by the time that Koscluszko came up, contri- 
ved to join him in th'b van. The fight recommenced, 
Tbaddeus, at the head of his huzzars, in full gallop, 
bore down upon the enemy. They received the charge 
■with lirniness ; but the young leader, perceiving that 
extraordinary means were necessary^ exerted hi> voice 
to the utmost; calling on his men to follow him, be 
put ispurs to his horse, and ruslu d into the thickest of 
the hat tie fi is soldiers did not shrink; they pressed 
on, mowing down the foremost ranks, whilst he. by a 
Jucky stroke of his sabre, di«^ab!ed the sword-arm of the 
Mussian Aiandard-bearer, and aeiieA \\\e cc>\o\\v%. H\* 
Ofva troops §eeiDg the standard in U\aViWi^» vjVvJcl qu^^v 
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ford, in lon^ and vepeftted crien, slioiited victory. The- 
reserve of the enemy, alarmed at this outcry, instantly 
gave way and retreating with precipitation, was foon 
followed by the rear ranks of the centre, where Kosci»»fZ» 
Ilo had already slain the commander of the attack. The 
flanks next gave ground ; and after holding a short stand 
at intervals, at length fairly turned about, and fled, pa- 
nic struck across the country. 

Thp conquerors, elated with so sudden a success, pat 
tlieir horses on full speed, and without order or atten* 
tion. pursued the fugitives with the noise of thunder, 
till they were lost amidst the trees of a distant wood. 
Kosciufsko now called on his men to stop ; but he cal- . 
Ud \n vain.: they continued their career, animating 
^ach other, and with red >ubled shouts, drowning the 
voice of their general, and Thaddeus, who galloped for- 
wards, repeating the command till they were met at the 
entrance of the wood, by a lew stragglers, who had for- 
med themselves into a body. It withstood the first on- 
set of the Poles with considerable steadiness : But after 
a skirmish of ten minutes, it Red a second time ; and took 
refuge in the bushes, where, still regardless of orders, 
their enemies fcdlo^^ed. KosciiisKko foreseeing the con- 
lequence of this rashness, ordered Thaddeusto dismount 
part of bis squadron, and march after these headstrong- 
men. Into the forest. He came up with them on the 
edge of a healthy tract of land just as they were ex- 
tending their lines to surround a band of arquebusers^ 
who having kept up a quick running lire as they retrea- 
ted, had drawn their pursuers thus far into the thickets. 
Heedless of any thing but giving their enemy a com- 
plete defeat, the Potanders went on, ne^er looking to 
the left nor to the right, till, all at once, they found 
themselves encompassed by two' thousand Muscovite 
horse, several battalions of chasseurs, and in front of 
fourteen pieces of cannon, which this dreadful ambus- 
cade fired upon them, with instant and unremitted vio- 
lence. 

Thaddeus threw himself into the midst of his conn" 
trymen, and taking the place of their unfortunate con- 
ductor,' ivho had been. killed in t'le first sweep of the ar- 
tillery, prepared the men for a desperate t>l«iwA. W^^vi^ 
his orders with intrepidity and coo\nes8, IVvom^ xv^v^^* 
f kearjr shower ofioyff/Tietry, and a cauuoa^^^> ViVv*^ 
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carried death in every round : it was only how to relieve 
the unlucky Poles from the dilemma into which they had 
plunged ihem^elves, that occupied -liis mind. In a few^ 
mintite'ir the scattered soldiers were consolidate<i into a 
close phalanx, flanked and reared with the pikemen; 
*^ who stood like a ^ro\c of pines in a day of tempest, 
only moving their heads and arms." Many of the Rus- 
8ian horfie impaled tbemHelves on the sldcK of this little 
phalanx, which they vainly attempted to shake, though 
the ordnance was rapidly weakening its strength. File 
atter filietbe men were swept down, thrir bodies making 
a horrid radipart for their brave comrades, who, ren- 
dered desperate by slaughter, threw away their most 
cumbrous accoutrements, and crying to their leader, 
•* Let us escape or die !" followed him sword in hand ; 
and bearing like a torrent upon the enemy's rank, who 
expected nothing less, cut their way right through the 
tbref't. The Russians exasperated that their prey should 
not only escape, but es^cape by Ruch dauntless valour, • 
Lung closely on their rear, goading them with musque- 
try, whilst they (like a wounded lion, hardly pressed 
by the hnntnrs, who retreats, and yet stands proudly at 
bay) gradually retired towards the camp, moving with 
a backward step, their faces towards the foe. 

Meanwhile, Sobieski, anxious for the fate of the day, ' 
bad mounted the dyke, and looked eagerly around, for 
the arrival of soms messenger from the little army. As 
the wind blew strongly from the south, a cloud of dust 
precluded his view; but from the nearer approach of 
the liring, and the clashing of arms, he was led to fear 
that his friends had been defeated, and were thus re- 
treating towards the camp. He quitted the lines in- 
stantly, to call out a fresh reinforcement, when the ene* 
my, at the sight of Kosciuszko and big squadron on .. 
the full charge, :>uddenly halted and wheeling round, left 
the harrassed Polander.s to enter the trenches in quiet. 

Thaddeus, covered with dust and blood, flung himself 
into bin grandfather's arms. In the heat of action, his 
left arm bad been Wounded by a Cossac ; fearful that the 
bleeding might disable him from further service, at the 
moment it happened, he bound it up in his sash, and 
had thmighi no more of it, until the palatine^ now re- 
marked tie Btuiwi upon. hi9 cloikk s^vA t\x^ W^^m qI \^ 
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•♦ My hurt is slight, my dear sir :" Mid he, " X wish 
to heaven, it were all the evil that has befallen us to 
day I Look at the remnant of our brave comrades.*' 

Sobieski turned liis eyes on the panting soldiers, and 
on Kf>sciuszko» who was inspecting them. Some, no 
1ons:er upheld by desperation; \vere sinking with woundi 
and fatigue; thes^ the good general, eyer niiudful of 
the comfort of his men, was sending off in liy^^ers to the 
medical department : and others, who had sustained 
the conflict of the day without meeting any personal 
harm, after having received the praise and admonition 
of their commander, were dismissed to their quarters. 

Before this inspection traf half over, the palati«is 
found it necessary to assist Tbaddens to his tent, who* 
in spite of his exertions to the contrary, had become so 
faint, that he rather staggered than walked, as he was 
led off the ground. 

A very short time perfectly restored him ; alid with 
his arm in a sling, he joined bis brother officers on the 
fourth day at the parade. After the duty of the mor^ 
ning, he heard with concern, that during his confine- 
ment, frequent skirmishes bad taken place between hig 
countrymen and their adversaries, in which they found, 
thai the Russians had augmented their force to such a 
tremendous strength, that it would be impossible for 
tb^ Poles to remain longer at Winnica, without incur- 
ring the danger of being surrounded, and cut to pieces. 
In consequence of this, the Prince held a couiu:il late 
the preceding niKbt, in which it was determined that 
the camp should be immediately razed and removed to- 
wards Zielime. 

This newff displeased Tbaddeus, who,' in his fairy 
dreams of war, always added conquest, as the sure end 
of bis battles I aifibnany were the sighs he drew, wheu 
next day, at an hour before dawn, he w:itnessed the 
striking of the tents, which he thought to be only the 
prelude to a shameful flight from the enemy. While he 
was standing by the sides of the busy people, and mu- 
siog on the nice line which divides prudence from pusil* 
]animity, his grandfather came up, and desiring Vuvtv \.(^ 
mount his horse, told him by reason o\ iVie wt\\\e.vi\«,-\ 
state of his iroaod, ibathe was not to take Yiva^vv^*^* 
priate place in the vanguard, but to m^rch \u iV^^ «^^^* 

Ue, ahpg with the Priaee ana kis euiU. tto3L^«>i*N'«»^'9 
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t*^ wfcen ii » your daty to remain." — Tbadrfeus obey- 
^•d hiii graiultaUi€>r in &il«iice; aucl at seveu o'clock ih% 
ermy re^^umed their luarch. 

^ Near Zieiime, the piioce was saluted by count Po* 
tockit at the bead of some fre«-h troops which he {r«ad 
collected at Za»<tow. This succour appeared ••ery sea- 
sonable, i he Kcouts brought iii(r»rtnatiHn, that direct- 
ly acnofts the plain, the Russiaus, under the comuiand 
of general Brinicki, had doubled their^ numbers, and 
trere drawn up iu order of battle, to dispute their pro- 
gress. 

Thaddeus, for the first time, shuddered at the sight 
•f the enemy Shouid his friends be defeated, uhat 
might be the fate of his grand tat her, now rendered 
belplefsby bis wounds! Occupied by tbe^e fears with 
anxiety in his heart and looks, he kept his place at tbt 
bead of the light h()^^e, clofe to the hill. 

Prince Poniatowski ordered the lines to extend them* 
«e)ves, that the right should reach to the river, and the 
left be covered by a rising ground, on which were 
jBounted seven piecei^ of ordnance. Immediately after 
these dispoMtions, the battle commenced. It continued 
with violence and unabating fury, from eight in the 
morning, untill f unset Several times, during the con* 
.test, the Poles were driven front their |?round; but re- 
covering themselves, and animated by their commanderi 
.they prosecuted the (igbt with advantage, iieneral 
Brinicki perceiving that the fortune of the day was go- 
ing against him, called up the b'>dy of resei've. consist- 
ing of four thousand men besides several cannon, for 
which they erected temporary batteries in a few min- 
utes; with this unexpected addition of new lorce<>, he 
opened a rapid and destructive fire on the Polanders, 
who, already sinking With the fatigue of marching, and 
the heat of (he sun, were now^ on the point of giving 
way. Kosciuszko, aiar(ned at the retrograde motion 
of the troops, gave^mmediate orders for a close aitack 
on the enemy in front, whil^it rhaddeu,«", at the b«ad of 
his hu$«san3, should wheel round the hill of artillery, 
and with Ittud cries, charge the oppo.^ite flank This 
Stratagem succeeded. Ihe Cossacs who were pt)v(ed :»n 
that 9pot, seeing the impetuofiity of the Poles, and tbe 
quarter from whence they came, %wvv*>*^^^^ ^^^^^ to be 
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tactions, thi^w their own people into a MntVision thH 
'teoriipteted the defeat- KoMsiussko and the prinee wera 
equally successful, where tbey attHoked ; and a general 
panic amongst their adversaries was the con&quence- 
The whole of ih** Russian army now took to fiigbt, ex- 
cept a few regiments of carabiniers, who were entangled 
bpt\^ pen the riv er arid the Poles. These were immediate- 
ly Mirrounded by a battalion 'Of Masovian infantry, 
which, enraged at the loss its body bad sustained the 
preceding day, was answering their Cries for quarter, 
with reproach aud derisifin. At this instant the Sobies- 
ki Mjuadron, who were scouring the field, came up, and 
Thaddeus. who saw the perilous situation of these r«- 
giinents. directly ordered that they might be taken 
prisoners, »nd the slau«:hter c^ase- The Masovians ex- 
hibited strong signs of disHatisfactton at these commands; 
but the young count, ciiar;xing through them, ranged 
bis troops before the Rus$iian<i, and threatened that the 
firct man who would dare to lift a sword against his 
order, should be shot. I'he Poles dropped their arms. 
The potn* carabiners fell on their knees to thank bis 
mercy ; whilst their officers, in a sullen silence, which 
seemf^d ashamed of gratitude, surrendered their swordt 
Into the bands of their deliverers. 

During this scene, only one very young Rusnan, 
appeared wholly refractory. He held up his sword in a 
menacing posture, when i'haddens, who was approach- 
ing, drew near ; and before he had time to speak, the 
young man made a longe at his breast, whieh one of 
bis busf>ars parrying with great dexterity, struck htm to 
the earth: he would have killed him on the spot, bad 
not Thaddeus caught the blow ou his own sword, and 
instantly dismounting, raised the officer from the ground 
apotogiEing for the too hasty zeal o| his soldit'r. The 
youth folu>hed, and bowing, presented his sword, whick 
waf! received, wnd directly returned. 

*' Brave sir," said he, * I feel myself ennobled in re- 
storing this sW^ord to one, who so courageously defend- 
e«J it.'> 

The Russian made no other reply, than by a second 
bow. and putting his hand on his breast, which was wet 
with blood. Cprptnony was now at an ewA. TVi«»^^^«a.% 
never cmsiileretl the onfortdnaie as »trtti:i\;cvft*. vwcw^^y 
iag the wounded /ouug soldier wUk «i tn^ft'iV'j N^vt* ^ 
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apsured him of his serviceg, and made bim Uan oh bit 
shoulder .The ufijcer incapable of fipeaking, accepted the 
assi&tance of his enemy j but before the convi'yance ar- 
rived for which two men bad been dispatched he fainted 
in bis arms. Xhaddeus, who was oblig;ed to join the 
prince with his pri^oner^, very unwilliHgly left the young 
Russian in this !<ituation. Bef<tre he did so, be directed 
one Of his lieutenants to stay behind, and take care that 
the ^rgeons should pay attention to the officer, and have 
his litter carried next to the palatine's during the rest of 
the march. 

When the army halted at nine o'clock, preparations 
were made to fix the camp ; and in case of a surprisal 
from any part of the dispersed enemy which might have 
rallied, orders were delivered for throwing up a dyke. 
Thaddeus, having been asfiured that his grandfather and 
the wounded KuEsian were comfortable stationed to- 
gether, did not hesitate to accept with alacrity the com- 
mand of the entrenching party ; to that end, be wrapped 
himself loosely in his pelisse, and prepared for a long 
watch. The night was beautiful. It being the month 
of June, a softening warmth still floated through the air, 
as if the moon which shone over bis head, emitted beat 
as well as splendour. His mind was in unison with the 
season. He rode slowly round, from bank to bank, 
sometimes speaking to the workers in the fosse, some- 
times lingering for a few minutes, looking on the ground, 
he thought on the element of which he was composed, to 
which he .might so soon return : Then gazing upwards, 
he observed the silent march of the stars, and the mov* 
ing scene of the heavens! On whatever he cast his 
eyes, bis soul, which the recent events bad dissolved 
Inicy a temper not the less delightful for being tinged 
with melancholy, dwelt with intense feeling on thd 
littleness of human pride, when opposed to the grandeur 
of eternity. He looked with pity over that wide tract 
of land, which now lay betwixt him and the remains of 
those four thousand Russians who bad fallen a sacrilice 
to the insati^Xe desires of ambition. He well knew the 
diOfereoce between a defender of bis own country and 
the invader of another's. He felt his heart beat, bis soal 
.expand, at the prospect of securing liberty and life to a 
virtuous people; while he co\i\«\ ouV^ xm^^.-gjiw^, Vvqw 
iliat spirit must sbriakfroa tefteclvon, YjVi\s\x^w\.^ik^ 
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IffiBtethebead and bands of a self-condemned slave, to 
fight, not merely to fasten chains on others, but to rivet 
his own 9till closer. The best affections of man having 
put the sword into the hand of Thaddeus ; his principlesy 
as a philosopher, did not rebel in the smallest degree 
against his passion for arms. When he was told that 
the fortifications were finished, he retired with a tran« 
quiNtep and smiling conscience, towards the Masovian 
quarters. He found the palatine awake, and eager to 
welcome him with the joyful reply to his anxious inqui* 
ries, that his wounds were so slight, as to promise a 
speedy amendment. Thaddeus asked for his prisoner. 
The palatine said, *' be is in the next tent, where, ae- 
cortling to your desir^, the surgeon never leaves him ; 
and he has given a very favourable opinion on the woundj 
which was a shot through the musclefi of the breast." 

*' Have you seen him, my dear sir ?'* a^ked Tha^ldeuSy 
'* Does he express himself, as if he felt at ease, and 
thought himself well treated ?" 

" Yes," replied the palatine, ** I was supported into 
his marque, before I retired to my own. I told bini 
who I was, and repeated your offers of service. He re- 
ceived what I said, with lively expressions of gratitude ; 
atnd at the same time declared that he had nothing in 
blame., but his own foHy, in bringing him to tha^state in 
which he then waf>.'' , 

" How, my lord !" asked Thaddeus, rather surprised, 
'* Does he repent of being a soldier ? Or is he ashamed 
of the cause for which he fought ?'' 

<* Both, Thaddeus ; he is no Russian, but a young 
£ngH«ihman." 

*^ An Englishman! and raise his arm against a. coati« 
try struggling for liberty !" 

" It is very true," returned the palatine ; " but as ho ^ 
confessed, that it was his folly, and the persuasions o£ 
others, wh'tch impelled him, he merits pardon ; he is a 
mere youth ; 1 think hardly your age. I understand 
that he is q| rank ; and having undertaken the tour oC 
Europe under the direction of a travelling governor.* ha 
took Russia in his map of route. At Peter^bur«,h, ha 
became intimate with many of the nobility, \>arUcvvliii.«V^ 
with count Brinicki^ at whose house Vie t^A^vA-, vk.TA. 
when bis lonhhip was named to Ibe couvxci^i^d o\ >X\«^ ^"^^ 
mvjn Poland, Mr, Somerset, fCot lVi^\.\^ ^^^ix\!^^^*^ 
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ner'8 namei) instigat^cl by his own volatility, and ik$ 
■arguments of his hi>«t, volunteered withbini; and so 
followed bis friend, to oppose that freedom here, which 
be would have asserted in his own nation." 

Thaddeu*! thanked bis grandfather for this in forma* 
tion ; and pleased that the young man who had so much' 
interested hiin, wat any thing but a. Russian, he instant- 
ly repaired to hh tent. 

A generous heart is as eloquent in acknowledging 
bene6ts, as it would be b(>iinteuu> in best win^ them ; 
and Mr. Sonoerset received his preserver with the war- 
mest demon titrations of gratitude. i'hBddeu^ begged 
him not to consider himselt aa particularly obliged, by 
a conduct which every s^oldier o h>>nonr has a ri^ht to 
expect Fr^m another. The En;^ii>b>iian bowed hih beady 
and Thaddeus ^iat down by hiii bed side, where be remaut* 
^ conversing:, for near an h><ur. 

Whilst he gathered (rom hi> own lips a cornoboratioa 
of the narrative of the.palatine, he could not forbear in- 
'quiring, hbw a person o( bis apparent cafidid naturei 
and who wasalsotbe native of a soil \\h>'re liberty had aq 
Ipng be^n the pailadiuai of it^ happinei<s, could volun- 
teer in a cause, the end of which was to make a brav« 
people slaves ? < • 

Somerset listened to these question? with blushes ; 
aoid fhey did not leave bi8 face, when be cctnfeKbed, thai 
all he could say in extenuation of what be had done} wai 
to plead his youth, and having thought little on the sub-« 
ject. 

«* T was wrought upon," continued he. '* by a variety 
of circumstances ; first, the principles of Mr. Loftus, 
my governor, are strongly in favour of the court of Pe- 
te rsbur^h ; secondly, my father disliked the army, and 
I adored it ; this was the only opportunity in which I 
might ever satisfy my passion : and lastly, I believe I 
waa dazzled by the picture which the young men about 
me. drew of the campaign f longed to be a soldier ; 
thtiy persuaded me; and 1 Collow-ed tbem to the field, 
as I would have done to a bajl rooa», heedless of the 
aonsequcnce." 

** Yet,'* replied Thaddeus, smiling, " from the intre- 
pidity with which you maintained your gcound when 
your arms were demanded, any one w\\tf)a\.Wv^\.\\Q>\<^\. 
that your whole 8oaJ| as weU aa ^out^oA'S^i "w^* «tt^» 
M^dia the oamB^^' 






** To he sure,!' returned he, " I was a blockheaci to 
be there; but wh^n there, I should have despised my- 
self forever, had i given up my honour into the bands of 
those ruffians, who would have wreMed oiy sword from 
me ! But when you came, noble Sohieski, it was the faUs 
•f war^ and I confided mysalf to a brava man.*^ 
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CHAPTER rV. 

Each raeeeeding morning not only lirooght fresk 
lymptotns of recovery to the two invalidsy but conden* 
sed the intei^eit and admiratioo of the young men, into 
an ardent esteem. . 

It 18 not the disposUion of youth ful minds to weigh 
for months and years, the sterling value of those quali* 
ties which attract them. As soon as they see virtue, 
they respect it; as soon they meet Itindnesstbey believe 
it ; and as soon as a union of both presents itself, they 
love it. Not having passed through the disappointments 
of a dnjusive world, they grasp, for reality, every pa- 
geant that appears. They have nttt yet admitted that 
cruel doctriof, which, when it takes effect, creates and 
extends the misery it affects to. cure. Whilst we give 
up our souls to suspicion, we gradually learn to deceive; 
whilst we repress the fervours of your own hearts, we-' 
freeze those which approach us; whilst we cautiously 
avoid occasions of receiving pain, we at every remove 
acquire an uncoaMsious influence to inflict anguish on 
X those who follow us. They again, meet from our con- 
duct and lips, the reason and the lesson, to obliterate 
the expanding sen^^ibilitles of their nature ; and thus the 
- tormenting" chain of deceived and deceiving characters 
is lengthened to infinitude. 

About the latter end of the month, Sobieski received 
a summons desiring his immediate attendance at court, 
where a Diet was to be held in consequence of the vic- 
tory at Zieiime, to consider of future proceedings. With 
this letter, bis majesty enclosed a collar and investiture 
of the order of St. Stanislaus, as an acknowledgment of 
aervjce. to the young Tbaddeus, with a note from him- 
self, expresi'ing his commands^ that he would return 
with the palatine and the other generals, to receive 
thanks <rom the throne. 

ThaddettM h^tf wild with delight at the thoughts of so 

soon meeting his mother, ran to the tent of bis British 

friend to communicate to him the tidings. Somerset 

participated nail his pleasure; and, with sensations 

equally waitaf accepted the laviiatioiklo ^<;^ Yivvbi Vioti 

*to Villaaow* 
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*' I would foPow yon my friend," mid he, sqnecBing 
tbe band of Tbaddeufi, who was eagerly defscribiiig the 
merits of tbe countess and the beauties of his homey 
•^ all over the world.** 

*' Then I will take you to the most chaniiing spot 
in it!'' cried he, ^ Viilanow is a perfect paradise ; and 
ny motfaery the dear angel, that would make a desert 
•o to ine." 

** Tou speak so rapturously of your tnduMied'auiiep 
Thaddeus," returned his friend, ** that I do believe I 
nhall have to consider my knight-errantry, in being 
fool enough to thrust myself amid a fray In which I had 
no business, as one of the w#est decisions of my life!" 

*' I consider it,'' replied Thaddeus, *< as one of the 
luckiest events in mine.*' 

Before the palatine quitted the camp, Somerset 
tboMffht it proper to acquaint Mr. Loftus, who was yet 
at Petersburgb. of tbe particulars of bis late danger ; and 
that he was going to Warsaw with hid new friends, 
where he would remain for several weeks. He also ad* 
ded, that as the court of Porand, through the interces- 
jBion of the palatine, had generously given him bis liber- 
ty, be should be able to see every thing in that country 
worthy of investigation ; and that he would write to him 
again, enclosing letters for England, soon after his ar- 
rival at the capital. 

The weather continuing fine, the party left Zielime 
in a few days ; and the palatine and Somerset, being so 
far restored from their wounds, that they could walk 
about, the one, with a crutch, and the other, by the 
support of his friend's, or a servant's arm ; they went 
through the journey with animation and pleasure. ' Tbe 
benign wisdom of Sobieski, the intelligent enthusiasm 
of Thaddeus, and the playful vivacity of Somerset, all 
mingting' together, made the minutes fly even as fast as 
their witches, tillTi week mere carried them into tbe pa- 
latinate of Masovia, and soon after within the walls of 
Viilanow. 

Every thing that presented itself to Mr. Somerset was 

new and fascinating. He saw. in the domestic felicity 

of his friend, scenes which reminded him of the «q^\^\. 

harmony of his own borne. He behe\A, \w l\\fc ^^^^»*^^^ 

reUaue of Sobieski, afl that magnlSeeiace 'v«Vi\OaVi««^K^^' 

the degceadsat of a great king, w\xo «\^ii, uon« y^vaXa^ 
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nothing of royal grandeur bat the crown, whicbbehad 
the magnaniniity to tfaink and declare was then placed 
upon a more worthy bi^w. Whilst Somerset venerateil 
this true patriot, the high tone which his feelings ac- 
quired, was not lowered by associating with characters 
who were nearer the common standard. The friends of 
8obie$ki were men of tried probity : meii> who at all 
times! preferred their country '« welfare, before their owa 
particular interest. The most distinguished amongst 
them, were counts Malachowski, Potockii Pucbaia, and- 
the prince Cassimir Sapieha; Mr. Somerset, day aftef 
day, listened with deep attention to these virtuous and 
energetic noblemen. -He saw them full of fire and pe^ 
sonal courage, when the affairs of Poland were the sub- 
ject of discourse; and be beheld with amaze and i^m^ 
ration, their perfect forgetfulness of their own individual 
Sfifety, in their passion for the general good. In these 
moments, he felt his heart bowing down before them f 
and all the ancient pride of a Briton distend his breastf 
when he thought, that «uch men as these are, bis an- 
cestors were. He remembered how often their almost 
chivalric virtues used to occupy bis reflections, in the 
picture-gallery at Somerset Castle ; and bis doubts» 
when he compared what is with what was, that history 
had glossed over the actions of past centuries ; or else^ 
that a ditferent order of men lived then, from thosa 
which now inhabited the world. Thus, studying the 
sublime characters of Sobies^i and his friends ; and en- 
joying the endearing kindnesses of Thaddeus and his 
mother, did a fortnight pass away, without his evea 
recollecting hia promise of writing to his governor. At 
the end of that period, however, he stole an hour from 
the CQuntass's society, and enclosed, in a short letter tO' 
Hr. Lotius, the following epistle to bis mother. 

'^ To Lady Somerset, Somebsst-Castlk> 
Leicestebsbire. 

<* Many weeks ago, my dearest mother, I wrote « 

letter of seven sheets from Petersburgh, which long ete 

this you and my dear father must have received. .1 there 

attempted to give you^ome idea of the manners of Bus- 

««^ ifith the Face af the country \ .wv^xft's \^\vv\,^ ^sVCw 



^tn, that I 8ue6eed6d tolerably well. The eoiirt of 
the famous Catharine, and the jittentions of the hos« 
pHable count Brinicki, were raeuihe subjects of my 
pen. 

^* But how sbaU \ account for being here ? How 8hait 
lailayyour surprise and displeasure, on seeing that 
this letter is dated from Warsaw ! I know that f 
have acted against the wish of my father, in vhiting 
one of t^ose countries which he had interdicted. I 
know that I have disobeyed yodr* commands, in ever 
baviog, at any period of my life, t)iken up arms without 
an indispeuBablQ necessity : but I have nothing to al- 
lege in my defence. I fell in the way of teinptation, 
and I yielded to -it. I really cannot enuinerate all the 
things which induced me to volunteer with the Rus- 
sians ; suffice it to say, that I did so, and that we were 
defeated by the Poies at Zielime: and as Heaven ha* 
rather rewarded your prayei^s.Uian punished- my impru« 
dence, I trust you will do the same, and pardon uti in* 
discretion that t will never repeat. 

** Notwithstanding all this, I must have lost n^y life, 
through my foiiy,» bad I- not been preserved, even in 
the moment when tieath was pending over me, by a 
young officer, with whose family I now am. The very 
sound of their title will create your respect ; for we of 
the Patrician order y have a strange tenacity in our be- 
lief, that virtue is hereditary, and in this instance our 
creed is duly honoured. . Thetitle is Sobieski : the fami- 
ly which bears it, is the only remaining posterity of the 
great monarch of that name ; and the count, who is at 
its bead is palatine -of Masovia, which, next to the 
throne, is the first dignity in the state. He is one of 
the warmest champions in favour of the invaded rights 
of his country ; and though born to command, he has so 
far transgressed that golden law of despotic rulers, * Ig* 
norance and subjectivn^* . thai thi*oughout~hts territories 
every man is taught to worship his Goo, with his heart 
as well as his knees. The understandings of his peas- 
ants are awakened to all useful knowledge : he does not 
put books of science and speculation into their bands 
vainly to consume their time in idleness. He ^ive«\3\«.vcL 
the Bible, and implements of imWslry, \o ^Sv\tA SJcvwcol 
tlie means of lasowing; aad of pracUun^ V^^vc ^nx\.^ 
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AH MMoyia, tround bis palace, hlooms like a gardeyr 
The cheerful faces oj^ the farmers, and the blessingl 
which they implorfe un the family^ as I walk in the fields 
with the yotiBg count (for in thi«i country, the sons bear 
Sesame title wiih their fathers,) have even drawn h few 
delighted drops frwn the eyes of your ' thoughtless son!* 
I know, mother, that you think I have nothing Sieiiti- 
mental ai>ouime; else you would not so often have 
poured into my not inattentive ean^ that it is by the feel- 
ings of the heart we are to estimate the pleasures of 
«arth and heaven : shut our eyes agetintit them, and we 
are nicety cons^tructed speculums, which reflect the 
beau tiee of nature^ but enjoy none. You see, mamma, 
that I both rementber and adopt your lessons. 

** I'baddeus Sfibieski is the grandson of the palatine^ 
and the last of his illustrious race. It is to bim that I 
owe the preservation of my life at Zieiirae, and much of 
toy happiness hince; for he is not only the bravest, but 
the most amiable young man in the kingdom \ and he is 
my friend. Indeed, as things have happened, you must 
think that out of evil has come good : though I have 
been disobedient, my fault has introduced me to the af- 
fection of people whose friendship henceforward will 
prove the greatest pleasure of my days. The mother of 
Tbaddeus is the only daughter of the palatine; .and of 
ber, I can only sum up, that nothing on earth can more 
remind roe of you; 6he is equally charming, equally 
tender to your son. 

<* Whilst the patetiiie is engaged at the Biet, her 
ladyship, Thaddeus, and myself, with now and then a 
few visitors' from Warsaw, form the most agreeable 
parties you can imagiii'e. We walk together, we read 
together, we converse together, we sing together, .qt 
least the countess sings to us; which is all the same : 
and yoti know, ^hat time flies swiftly.on the wings of 
liariBony.. She has an uncommonly sweet voice^ and a 
taste, which I never heard paralleled. By the way, 
yt>u cannot imagine any thing more beautiful than the 
Polish music. It partakes much of that delicious Ian- 
goor, so distinguished in tlie Turkish airs: with a ming« 
ling of those wandering melodies, which the now for- 
gotten composers must have qiugVvl Itom vJck^ T*.TtaM, 
Jta short, fvliilst the countess \%«\ci%\T&^W^t^l ^^^^'^ 
ajrseif to bre&ih9't and 1 (ce\, ju^t yjVwX <i>M ^wa:\« 
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od William Scartdale, said a twelve month b<?o, at 
oncert of yours, * I feel as if love sat upon my liftart^ 

I flapped it with bis wings.' 

' I have tried all my powers of persuaiiion to prevail 
this charming countess to vint our country. I have 
T and over again told her of you, and described you 
ier ; that you are near her own a^e ; (for this lovely 
man, thqugh the has a son near nineteen, is not morei 
n forty ;) that yoU are as fond of your ordinary boy» 
ihe is of her peerleta one; that in fine, you and my 
ler will receive her, and Tfaaddeus, and the pal^tme^ 
fa open arms and hearts, if they will cunde^cend to 
it oar humble home, at the end of the war. I believe, 

I I have repeated my entreaties, both to her laidyship 
. my friend, regularly every day, since uiyari^ival at 
ianow; but always with the same ill success: She 
les, and refuses ; and Thaddeus * ihaket hi$ ambrotial 
!!t' with a very ^ godlike Jh)um* of denial; I hope, telU 
ial in compliment to his mother's cruel and unpro* 
Led negative. 

' Before I proceed, my dear mother, I must give - 
t some idea of the real appearance of tbin palace. I 
dllect your having read a superficial account of it ia 

few slight sketches that have been published in 
gland, of Poland ; but the pictures which they ex« 
it are so faint, that they hardly resemble the original. 
ly do not laugh at me, if 1 begin in the true descrip- 
» style! you know, there is only oneway to draw 
ses, and lands and rivers; so that no blame can be 
icbed to me as, toiti* t niU*e\ I take the beaten path^ 
commence — 

When we left Zielime, and advanced into the Pro* 
ce of Jdasovia, the countr^. around Prague rose at 
ry step in fresh beauty. The numberless chains of 
tle-swelHng hills which encompass it on each side 

Vistula, were in some parts chequered with corn* - 
Is, meadows and green pastures, covered with sbeep^ 
)^e soft foleatlngs trilled in my ears, and transported 
senses into new regionis; so different were my charm* 
ind tranquillized feelings, from that tossing of toiod, 
;o<Iant on the horrors [ had recently witnessed, v 
ely, there is nothing in the rat\ona\ ^otV^« %\k»tVcsil 
Ttost tf/ir/ivided reciprocal at tacbmeut^ \k^\)[x«y%%^OBL 
?r over ih9 working of the ^lumaiv Wi«tX) ^ >^ 
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•lild sweetness of nature. The most ruffled temper, 
when eme^^i^^ from the town, wiM subside into a per- 
fect caira, at the sia;ht of a wuIp atretch of land-cape re- 
posing in the Iwilijtht of a fine evening. It is then, that 
the balm of peace settles upon the heart, unfetters th«. 
AplHt, and elevates the soul to the creator. It is theni^ 
that we behold the parent of the universe in his works; 
when xpe see his grandeur, in earth, sea and pky i feel 
his affection, in the emotions which they raise; and| 
half mortal, half etherialized, forget where \ye are, in 
the anticipation of what thnt world must be, of which 
this lovely earth is merely the ^hridow. 

'* Autumn seemi^d to be unfolding all her beauties, to 
greet the return of the palatine. In one part, the hay- 
makers were mowinc the hay, and heaping it into 
•tacks ; in another, the reapers were gathiM-iir^ up the 
wheat, with a troop of rosy little j!;leaiieis behind them; 
•ach of whom might have tempted the proudest Paleraon 
in Christendom, to have cha»v^ed her toil into * a gentler 
duty.* Such a landscape, interminnled with the little 
farms of these honest people, whom the philanthropy of 
iSohie^ki hnd rendered free, (ff»r it is a tract of hi« ex- 
tensive domains that I am describint:,) j:ave me geusa- 
tioMS that reminded me of Somerset. Thi*5>e cottages 
are dispersed among the deep hollows of the vales, and 
are seen peeping from amid the thick nmbrajie if the 
woods, which cover the face of the hills. Their irregu- 
lai* forms, and thatched roofs with many of their infant 
inhabitants playing at the doors, compose such lovely 
groupes, that I could only wish for our dear Mary'i 
pencil, and fingers, (for alas ! that way mine are motion- 
less!) to transport them to your eyes. 

** The palace of Villanow, which is castellated, and , 
stands in the midst of a fortress, now burst upon my 
view. It rears its embattled head, from the summit of 
a hill, that gradually slopes down towards the Vistula,, 
and borders, t6 the south, the plain of Vola ; a spot, so 
long famous for the election of the kings of Poland On 
the north of the building:, the earth is cut into natural 

^ ramparts, which rise in high succession, till they reach 
the foundation of the palace, where they terminate, in 
a noble terrace. These ramparts, covered with grass, 
overlook the stone-outworks at\d ?^\yYfiBtvl dQvjtk to the 

Mottom Q(th% hill, which bftin^ c\o«XVi«i vtWid ^tk«i Vc%«% 
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a«d )uxariaot underwood, forms eueh a rich and verdaat 
bajie to the furtieNSy as 1 have nut language tu describe; 
were I privileged to be poetical, I would say, that it re- 
minds me of the god of war, sleepiog amid roses iu th« 
bower of love. Here^ the eye may wander over the 
gifts nf bounteous nature arraying hill and dale in all 
tiie'united treasures of spring and autumn. The forest 
stretches it'< yet unsunned arms to the breeze; whilst 
that breeze comes laden with the fragrance of the tented 
hay and the thousand sweets breathed from those flowers 
whtch in this delicitms country, weep honey. 

<< A inagiiiticent flight of steps led us from the foot of 
the ramparts up 1 1 the gate of the palace. We entered 
it; and were pre>ently surroUfided by a train of attend- 
Unts, in such sum^»tuou8 liveries, that I found myself all 
at once carried back int* the fiiteentb century; and 
might have fancied myself within the courtly halls of our . 
Tudors and Plantagenets. You can better conceive, 
than I can recapitulate, the scene which took place, 
between the palntine, the countess, and her sob. Icaa 
only repeat, that from that hour X have experienced no 
p default of happiness, but what arises from regret that 
my dear faintly are not partakers with me. 
*< You know, that this stupendous building was the 
' favourite residence of John Sobieski ; and that he erect- 
«d it, a>i a restin;^ place from the labours of his long and . 
glorious reign. I cannot move, without meeting some 
vestige of that truly great uionarchv I sleep in la\s bed- . 
«haniber*. there hangs bis portrait, dressed in the robes 
of sovereignty ; here, arc suspended the arms, with ^ 
which he saved those kio&;doms, which are nowcoalesc-' 
lag to the destruction of Poland. On one side, is his 
library; on the other, the little chapel, in which he 
ii$ed to pay his morning and evening devotions. Wher- 
ever I look, my eye finds some object, to excite my re- 
flections and emulation, '/'he noble dead appear to ad- 
' dress me from tiieir|graves, and I biush, at the inglori- 
ous life I nii^ht have pursued, bad I never visited thin 
house, and its inhabitants : yet, my dearest mother, I 
do not mean to rej)roach you; nor to insinuate that my 
revered father, and brave ancestors, have not &el \ii^ 
examples as hrinht,^ as man need fol\o\v ; V>«\\. Wmdxv 
mature is capricious; we are not to be sUwiuXaA.^^ ^^ 
9ack with what is always ia our vi«W| 9A )qy ^^V%i 
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whicb rifiing up, when we are removed from our tmU 
mary associations, surprise and captivate our attentioi 
Yillanovir.faas only fiwakened oie to the same lefsoi 
which I have conned over in drowsy carelessness at hom< 
Thaddeus Sobieski is hardly one year my senior } hi 
good heaven ! what has he not done? What has he nl 
Acquired ? Whilst I abused the indulgence of my parent 
and wasted my days in riding, shooting, -and w&lkiii 
the f:treets, he was learning to act, as a man of ran 
ought to act ; and by seizing every opportunity to sen 
the fitirte, he has obtained a rich reward, in the respo 
and adtniratian of his conntry. I am not envious, motbe 
but I now feel the truth of Cffisar*s speech, when I 
fleclared, ' that the re-pvioJlion af Alexander w(mid not I 
him sleep.*- Nevertheless, I dearly love ray friend; 
murnnur at my own demerits, not at his worth. 

*' i have scribbled out all my paper, otherwifie I veril 
believe that I would write more; however, 1 pmmii 
you another letter, in a week or two,. Meanwhile 
ebay send this packet to Mr. Loftus, who is at Peter 
burgh, to forward to yon. Adieu, my dear mother; 
am, with reverence to my father and yourself, 
* ^ " Your truly affectionate son, 

*' Pembroke Somerset. 

«< VUhnoio, August, 1792." 

** To Ladt Somerset, Sombbsbt CastlEi 

England. 

(Written three weeks afterihe preceding.) 

** You know, my dear mother, that your Femhrol 
is famous for his ingenious mode of showing the ft 
value of every favour he confers ; can I then lose tl 
opportunity of telling you what I have left, to mal 
you happy with this epistle? 

• <* About five miniAes ago, I was sitting on the lav 

at the feet of the countess, reading to her and the pri 

cess Sapieha, the charming poem of • 77ic Pleasures 

Memory;* as both these ladies understand English, th 

were admiring it, and paying many compliments to t 

grftcesofmy delivery, when lV\e\»^\«l\xife:<^t*«fetited hi 

self, and io\d roe, thatU IhaA «lw^ Q^mm«.t\^%Kot^%v 

pur^h, I must prepare thero tot «Lm%^^%ti^« ^«^> 
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I 0lf to-morrow morning by day-break, rinstantly sprang 
I up, threw my book into tbe hand of Tbaddeas; anil 
i ^re I am in my own roofii scribbling to you. 
ik <^£ven at the moment in which I dip my pen in the 
m iak^ my burrying imagination paints on my breast, the 
il ^ituatioD of my beloved home, when this letter reaches 
t^ yon* I think I see you, and my good aant, seated oti ~ 
sj the blue «ofa in your dressing room, with your needle* 
^ work, on tbe little table before you ; I see Mary, in her 
Ti isual nook, the reeees by the old barpsichord ; and my 
K^ 4ear father bringing in this happy letter from your son : 
^ Ifflust confess, that this romantic kind of fancy-sketch- 
ing makes me feel rather oddly ; very unlike, indeedy 
from what 1 felt a few months since, when I was a mere, 
'iadififerent) unreSecting, unappreciating coxcomb. Well, 
it is now made evident to me, that we never know the 
liessings of existence, till we are separated from the 
fossession of them*. Absence tightens the string that 
unites friends as well as lovers ; at least, I find it so ; 
and though in the fruition of every good on this side the 
«cean, yet my happiness renders me ungrateful, and I 
repine that I enjoy it alone. Positively, I must bring 
you all here to pass a sumnier ; or come back at the ter- 
mination of my travels, and carry away this dear family 
by main force to England. 

<* Tell my cousin Mary, that, either way, I shall present 
to her esteem the most accomplished of human beings ; 
bat I warn her not to fall in love with him, iieither in 

(fropria persona, nor by his public fame, nor with his 
private character. Tell her, .'ftc is a bright and particu' 
kr stary* neither in her sphere, nor in any other woman's. 

I In thi« way, he is as cold as ' Dianas crescent ;' and to v 
% iDy great amaafement too ; for, when I throw my eyes 

t ' over (be many lovely young women, who, at ditferent 

(' times fill the drawing-room of tbe countess, I cannot 

V but wonder at the perfect indifference with which hft 

I I views their (to me) irresistible attractions. 

jf V He is polite and attentive to them all ; he talks with 
T them, smiles with them, and treats them with every 
active complacency ; but they do hot live one instant in 
L bis memoir'y. I mean they do not occupy VA% ^^^vXAC^viVts 
> wishes ; for with regard to every re8\iec\.tu\ ^etvWxa^^X 
i totvards theses, in genera), and esteem to «)mft ^mVaJ^Ae 
f JxNliyiduaJs, ke tg as iivel y a& iq ike 0\3^«: ^*afc \»V^ 



^ead. The fact n, be never casts one thought iip'oa lAwh 
ficlf: kindness is spontaneous to his nature; his sunny 
eyes shine over all, with modest benignity; and hi* 
frank and glowing conversation is directed to evry 
rank of people; who imbibe it with an avidity and love, 
which makes its way to his heart without awakenin}^ 
bis vanity. Thus, whilst his (ioe person, and splendid 
actions, fill every eye and bojiom, I ses him moving ia 
the circle, unconscious ol'his eminence, and the interest 
he excites. 

*' Instigated by such an example, to which his high 
quality as well as extraordinary merit, gives so great . 
an inlluence, many of the younger nobility have beea 
led to enter tliearmy. This circumstance, added to tha 
detail of bi^ bravery and uncommon talents in the field, 
has made him an object of universal regard ; and in con- 
sequence, wherever he is seen, he meets with applause 
and acclaaiatioDS : nay, even at the appearance of his 
carriage in the streets of Warsaw, the passengers take 
off their bat.t, and pray for him till he is out of sight. 
It is only then that I perceive his cheek flushed with the 
conviction that he is HdorecH 

'< It is this Tbaddeus," said I to him one day, when 
walking otit together, we were obliged to retire into 
tfie royal palace, from the crowds who followed him; 
** it is this, my dear friend, that shields your heart 
against the arrows of love. You bnve no place for that 
passion; your mi.stress is glory, and she courts you." 

** My mistress is my country,'' replied he; ** at pre- 
lent, I desire no other. For her, I Would die; Cor hen 
enly, I would wish to live.'* While bespoke, the ener- 
|;y of his soul blazed in bis eyes; I smiled. . 

** You are an enthusiast, Thaddeus." 

<' Pembroke!" returned he, in a surprised and re* 
proachful tone. 

" I do not think you one," resumed I, laughing ; *• but 
there are many in my country, who, hearing these sen- 
timents, would not scruple to call you mad." 

** Then I pity them," returned^ Thaddeus. ** Mea 
who cannot ardently feel, cannot taste supreme happi- 
ness. My grandfather educated me at the feet of patrio- 
tism; and when I forget his precepts and example, ma/ 
jBj'^f/ai'rf/an angel forget me*.'* 
^ Happy, jflo«ou8» ThadJleu&V' cm^l, ^t^^wx^V^ 
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id, **how I envy your destiny! To live as yon do, 
the lapof faoooar; virtue and glory the aim and eai 
^our existence !" 

* The animated countenance of my friend changed at 
se words, and laying his band on my arm, he said, 
>o not envy my destiny ; Pembrolie; you are tb« 
een of a free country, at peace with itself. Insatiata 
wer has not dared to invade its rights. Your king, in 
>py security, reigns in the hearts of his people ; whilst 
' anointed Stanislaus, is baited and in«ultQd by op- 
idsion from without, and ingratitude within. Do not 
'y Qie! I would rather live in obscurity all my days 
n have the means which i have of acquiring celebrity 
;r the ruins of Poland. O! my friend, tbe wreath 
t crowns the head of conque!«t, is thick and bright ; 
, thai which binds tbe olive of peace, on the bleeding; 
unds of my country will be tbe dearest to me*' 
^ Such sentiments as these, my dear madam, hava 
«ed new lights npon my poor mistaken faculties I 
I not considered the subject so maturely as my friend; 
tory and glory were with me synonymous words: 
lad not learnt till fre<]uent conversations with the . 
ing and ardent Sobieski taught me, how to discrimi- 
e between feroaity and valour; between tbe patriot 
I the assassin ; between tbe defender of his country, 
I the ravager of other states. In short, I j^ee in Thad- 
is Sobieskif all that my fancy hath ever pictured of tha 
t)ic character. Whilst I contemplate the subli<iiity 
his nature, and the tenderness of his soul, I cannot 
p thinking, how few would believe, that all these 
aaing qualities ccuid belong to one mind, and*to re* 
ined unacquainted alike with the throes of ambitioai 
I the taints of vanity'* 

?embroke juUged rightly of his friend; for if ever 
I djsinterestt^d amor patricR glowed in the breast of a 
n, it animated the heart of the young Sobie^ki. Pern- 
ke had laid down his pen at the termination of tbe 
sgoing sentence in the letter to his mother, on 
entrance of a <>ecvant, jvbo presented him with a 
iket which had that moment arrived from Fetersbnrgh. 
took it and laying his writing materials back into 
desk, read the following epistle ftoiEL\i\a ^^s^tvi^^t. 
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^^ToTembrokeSomebset, Esq. ' 

** My <!ear sir, 

** I have this day received your letter, enclosing on* 
for Lady Somerset. You niu^it pardon me, that I have 
detained it, and will contif^ue to do 80, till I am favour- 
ed with your answer to this; for which I shall most 
anxiously wait. 

** Yo| know Mr Somerset, my reputation in the 
sciences; you know my depth in the langui^es; and be- 
sides, the mar.quis Inverary, with whom I travelled aU 
over the continent, offered you sufficient credentials 
respecting my knowledge of the world, and the honour* 
able manner in which I treat my pupils. Sir Robert 
Somerset, and your lady mother, *were amply satisfied 
with the account, which his lordship gave of my charac- 
ter ; but with all this, in one point every man is vulner* 
able. No scholar can forget those lines of the poct^ 

Felices ter, et amplius, 

Q.U08 irrupta tenet capnla; nee malis 
Divulsus quserimoniis, 

Suprema citius solvet amor die. 

It has been my misfortune that I have felt them. 

•* You are not ignorant, that I was known to tlie 
Brinicki family, wbf^n I had the honour of conducting 
the marquis through Russia. The count's accomplished 
kinswoman, the amiable and learned widow of baron 
Surowkoff, even then took particular notice of me; and 
when I returned with you to Pctej-sburgh, I did not find 
that my short absence had obliterated me from her 
memory. 

" Y'ou are well acquainted with the dignity of that 
lady's opinions, bn political subjects : Site and I coinci- 
ded in ardour for the cause of insulted Russia, and in 
hatred of that levelling power which pervades all Eu* 
rope. Many have been the long and interesting con- 
versations we have held on the prosecution of those 
schemes, which her late husband had so principal a hand 
in laying, for the subversion of that miserable kingUoa 
ia which you now are. 
'* The baroneB9, 1 need not obsei^CyXS^^ \3kaa^so\afc *& 
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tihe Is ingenioofl ; her understanding Is as mascolioe a#, 
ber person h lovely ; and I had been more, or less than . 
man, if I had not understood that my figure and talenti 
were agreeable to her. I cannot say that she has abso* 
luteiy promised me her hand, but she ha» gone as far 
that way, as delicacy would permit. I am thus circum- 
atantiaJ; Mr. Somerset, to shf w yoa that 1 never pro* 
ceed without proof. She has repeatedly said in my 
presence, that Hhe would never marry any man, unless 
he were not only well-looking, but of the profoundfest 
erudition, united with an acquaintance with men and 
' manners, which none could dispute. *' Be^ides,'' added 
Bbe, ** he must not differ with me one tittle in politics, ' 
for on that head I hold myself second to no man nor 
woman in Europe." And then she has complimented 
me, by declaring; that I posfsessed the most judicious 
sentiment!) in government she had ever met with; that 
she should consider- herself happy, on the first vacancyi 
to introduce me at court, where she was sure the Em- 
press would at once discover the value of my talents ; 
DUt she continued, '" In such a case I will not allow, 
that even her majesty shall rival me in your esteem.'* 
The modesty natural to my character, told me, that 
these praises must have some other fiource, than my 
comparatit^ely unequal abilities; audi unequivocally 
found it, in the partiality with which her ladyship had 
condescended to regard me. , 

** W as I to blame, Mr. Somerset ? Would not any 
man of (Sensibility and honour have immediately compre- 
hended such advances from a woman ofher rankandrepu- 
tatio!! ? I could not be mistaken ; her looks and words 
ne^^ded no eHipIanation which my judgment could not 
pronoimce. Though I am aware that I do not possess 
that lumen purpureum juvenia which attracts very 
young uneducated women, yet I am not fifty ; and from 
the baron's singular behaviour, i had every reason t(y 
expect handsomer treatment than she has been pleased 
to dispense to me «:ince my reiturn. 

** But to proceed regularly ; (I must beg your pardon 
(or the warmth which has carried me to this digres«<ion ;) 
you khow sir, that froui the hour in v\*.ich I h«.d \JeNft 
honour of taking leave of your noble famW'V vtv^tv^^tv^n 
1 strove in iropress upon your ravher vo\a.\A\ft «vwvA> ^ 
Jaat Mad accurate conception of ike \eo^\^ ^BSiav*^ 
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whom I wa« to conduct yoa. When I brought yon lAi? 
to this extensive empire, I left no paios of mine unex* 
erted, to heighten yuur respect, not' only, for its amia* 
ble sovereign, but for all regal powers. It is the pro- 
perty of geniu!> to be zealouF ; I was so in favour of the 
pretensions of the great Catharine to that paltry coun« 
try, to which she deigned to offer her protiection. T9 
this seal, and my unfortunate, though honourable devo- 
tion, to the wishes of the baroness, I am constrained to 
date my present dilemma. 

*•*■ When Poland had the insolence to rebel againH its 
illustrious mistress, you remember that every man of 
rank in Petersburgh was highly incenfled. The baro- 
ness Surowkoif deoiared herself frequently and with vehe- 
mence; she appealed to me; my veracity and my prin- 
ciples were called forth, and I confessed that I thought 
every friend to the Zsarina ought to take up arms 
against that ungrateful peopje. Xhe count Brinicki 
was then appointed to command tlie Kussian forces ; and 
her ladyship, very unexpectedly on my part, answered 
me by approving what I said, and saying, that oC 
course I meant to follow her cousin into Poland-; for 
that even she, as 'a woman, was so earnest in the cause^ 
that she would accompany him to the frqptiers, and 
there wait the result. 

" What could 1 do? How could I withstand the ex- 
pectations of a lady of her quality, and one whom I be* 
Meved loved me ? However, for some time I did oppose 
my wish to oblige her; I urged my cloth, and how £ 
should be able to account for such a line of conduct to 
the father of my pupil ? The baroness ridiculed all ilie?« 
, arguments as mere excuses; and ended with saying, 
- * Ho as you please, Mr. Loftus. I have- been deceived 
In your character ; the friend' of the baroness* Surowk«(f 
must be consistent : he must be as willing to fight for the 
cause he espouses as to speak for it; in this case, the 
sword must follow the oration, else we shall see Poland 
in the hands of a i^abble.' 

** This decided me. I offered my services to the count, 

to attend him to the Held. He, and the young lords^ 

persuaded you - > do the same ; and as I could not think 

of leaving you, when your father had placed you under 

my charge^ I was pleased to &nA Ca^lm^ «^^TQ\«kV «w\- 

Jk'jned jrour wish to turn soVAiw. X N«wk v\vt.% uiwar 
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^isinted, Mr. Somerset, (for yoo dul not tell m^ of it, 
till we were far advanced into Poland.) witii 3tr 
Robert's and my lady's dislike oP the army. This bat 
1>een a prime source of my error^ and had I known their 
repugnance to your taking up arms, vl believe that my 
duty would have triumphed even over my devotioA 
to the baroness : but I have been born umler a melan^* 
eholy horoscope ; nothing happens as any of my hum* 
blest wishes might warrant. 

*' At the (irst onset of the battle, I became so sud- 
denly ill, that I was obliged to retire, or swoon upon 
the ground ; and on this unfortunate event, which was 
completely unwilled on my part, (for no man cftn com- 
mand the periods of sickness) the barohess, has founded 
A contempt which has disconcerted all my schemes* 
Besides, when I attempted to remonstrate with her la- 
dyship on the promise, which, if not diifCtly gi^en, 
was impiieil, she laughed at me ; and when I persisted, 
all at once, like the rest of her ungrateful nndistingtiish- 
ing sex, she burst into a thousand invectives,'' and fur- 
bade me her house. 

** What am I now to do, Mr. Somerset ? This incon- 
iistent woman has betrayed me into conduct diametri!- 
cally opposite to the commands of your family. Your 
father particularly desired that I would not suifer you 
to, go either into Hungary or Poland. In the 1a.st in- 
stance, I have permitted you to disobey him. And my 
lady Somerset, who lost both her father and brother in ' 
different engagements, you tell me, hath declared, that 
she never would pardon the mau who should put miii- 
tai*J^ ideas into yoiir head. " 

** Therefore, sir, though you are my pupil, I throw 
tayself on your generosity.. If you persist in acquaint- 
ing your family with the late transactions at Zielime, 
and your present residence in Poland,! shall finally be 
ruined. X shall not only forfeit the good opinion of 
your father and mother, but, through their means, lose 
all prospect of any establishment, in the rich living of 
Somerset, which Sir Robert was $o gracious as to pro- 
mise me, on the demise of the present incumbent. You 
know, Mr. Somerset, that I have a mother and sin sifr' 
tcrs in Wales, whose entire support (\e^eTv^% fyew^^ 
mieoess in life ; if my promotion be »to^^«^jSL ^ov? > ^^«1 
muMi neceisarily be iayolvsd in a A\B!Uess\.U^Vwka>fcfe%'®* 
tbudden 
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** I cannot add bore, sir ; I know yonr generoailf ]( 
and i therefore re»t upon it I shall detain the letter^ 
which you did me the honour to enclose for my lady 
Somerset, tiU I receive your decision ; and ever, wfailitt C 
live* shall I henceforth remain firm to my old and fa<> 
Yourite maxim, which 1 have adopted from that glori- 
ous epistle of Horace to Numicius. Perhaps, ^ou may 
not recollect the lines ? They run thus. 

Nil admirariy prope res est una, Numici, 
Soiaque, quae possit facere and servare beatum. 

*< I have the honour to be, 
♦* Dear sir," 

** ¥x>ur most obedient servant. 

Am DREW LoFTU8« 

** Peiersh^ghy September^ 1792. 

'^ P. S. Juf t as I was sealing this packet, the fiiiglish 
ambassador forwarded me a short letter from your fa- 
ther, wherein he desires us to quit Kustiia immediately; 
and to make the best of ourwa^ to England, where you 
are wanted on a most urgent occasion. He explains 
himself no farther ; only repeating his orders in express 
commands, that we set otT instantly. I therefore wait 
your directions." 

The whole of this epistle very much disconcerted Mr. 
Somerset. He had always guessed, that the baroness 
Surowkoff was amusing herself with his vain and pedan* 
tic preceptor ; but he bad never entertained a suspicion 
that her ladyship would have carried her pleasantry to 
so cruel an access. He saw clearly, that the fears of 
Mr. Loftus, with regard to the displeasure of his pa<* 
rents, were fur from groundless; and therefore, as 
.there was a probability from the age of Br Nannei;s, 
who was upwards of eighty, and afflicted with the drop- 
ay, that the rectory of Somerset would soon become 
vacant, be thought that he had better oblige bis poor 
governor aud preserve the secret for a month or two, 
than give him up to the chance of Sir Robert's indigna- 
tion, which, (he had reason to believe, from the resolu- 
tion with which he carried through all his determinai^ 
iions,) would not much favour \\ie %\ideol\«,w\Vs. 0«l 
iAejse ^rQitfiils, Pembroke te^oV? t4 V) YiOX» Vi ^ t .^iaV 
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lot, and esse the anxiety of bis heaK : althdugh lie *t<- 
diculed his vaoity, he could not heJp feeling some com* 
passion tor the atfectipnate solicitude of a son and a bro« 
ther ; and as. this last plea had won hiin, half-angry, 
half-grieved, and half-laughing, he scribbled these has- 
ty lioesi which he immediately dispatched by th* 
tourier. 

•' To ike Reverend Andrew Lofius^ 

Petersburgh. 

*^ Upon my soul, sir, it is too bad ! I atn to burn my 
letters, and go home ! what can be the matter ? what 
whimsical fit has seized my father, that I am recalled at 
a moment's notice ? Faith, I am so mad at it, and his 
not choosing to assign any reason, but that he < desires 
me to make the best of my %oay directly to England^* that 
I do not know how 1 might be tempted to act. 

*'' Another thing! you beg that I will not say a word 
<>fmy ever having been in* Poland: and fof that pur* 
pose, yoo have withheld the letter which I sent to yoa 
to forward to my mother. One eauoe of ray being here, 
you say, was your * ardo^^^r in the cause of insulted Rus» 
sia; and your haired of ihxU levelling power 'ivhiehper' 
vades all Europe. 

*^ Well, I gr|int it. I understood from yoo and 
Brinicki, that you were leading me to march against m 
set of violent, discontented men of rank, who in pro- 
portion as they were Inflated with personal pride and in* 
solence, despised their own order ; and under the naraa 
of freedom, were introducing anarchy throughout a 
eoantry which Catharine would have graciously pro* 
tected. All this I iind is false. But you both, may ' 
bave been misled ; the count, by interest ; and you: by 
misrepresentation ; therefore I do not perceive why 
you should be in such a terror. Tlie wisest man in the 
world may see through bad lights ; and, why should yoa 
think that my father would never pardon your having' 
been so unlucky ? 

*< Yet, to satisfy your dreads ef such tidings ruining 
yoa with Sir Robert, I will not be the first to tell him 
of our quixoting. Only remember, my good sir. thovi^K 
to oblige you I withhold all my letters to ta^ \&Q^«t, 
aad fvhea I arrive in JSngland, sbaU \ocV viv ^^ ^^^^ 
from meatioahg PoUnd ; yet positively > 1 wtW uoN.>q.% 
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BBUte one day longer than that in which my father pte^ 
sentfiyoii with the living of Somerset ; then, you will , 
beindependentof iiisdispieasareiand I may and witi, Hf<* 
elare my'everlastintc gratitude to thisilinstrioiiii taiiiily. 

^* Heigho! I am half ciHZy wlien I think of leaving 
them 1 ri)u«it tear my^eif from thi8 heaven on earth! 
The dayg have passed with me as miduten. .\la6> alanl 
that I quit this tnansiou of'couifort and atffction, to wan- 
der with ytiu. in some rumbling old coach, * over brakt 
andthrouifh briar V Weli, patience, patience! Another 
such a drubbing given to my quondam friends the Hiis- 
sians, and with ^ viciory ftrekt^ iikb an eagUs on tJmr 
laurelled brows,* I may have some chance of wooing the 
fiobietikis to the banks uf the Thames. At present, I 
have not sufficient patience to keep me in good humoor. 

*< Meet me this day week at Dantzic: Isliall there 
embark for England. .You had better not bring any of 
the servants with you ; they miuht blab", dificharge 
them at Petersburgh, and hire others for yourself and 
Bie when you arrive at the sea- port. 

** I have the honour to remaio, 
*' JOear sir, 

. *' Your most obedient senrant, 

*' Pesibboke Someksbt. 

•< Vaianow, Septeinber, 1791" 

When Somerset joined his friends at supper, and im- 
partetl to them the commands of his father, an imme- 
diate change was produced in the spirits of the party. 
During the lamentations of the ladies and the mnrmurt 
of the young men, the countess tried to dispel the ef- 
fects of the information, by addressing Pembroke with 
a smile, and saying, <' But we shall hope that you bavef 
seen enough at Villanow, to tempt you back again at 
no very distant period ? Tell lady Somerset, that you 
liave left a second mother in Poland, w4io will long to 
receive another visit from her adopted son.** 

** Ye«, my dear madam,*' returned he, ** and I shall 
hope, before a very distant period, to see those two 
kind mothers, united as intimately by friendship, as 
they now are in my heart.'' * 

Thaddeus listened to all this with a saddened counte- 
nance. He had' not been much a&c\if\iOQv^^ Xx^ Avs^^ 
poiota9Dt, aa^ his fceUn^a wVitti ^vi\.>tt>afe^> \«ix^l 
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.l^new bow to proportion the uneannesfl to the priva- 
lion. — Hope, and all the hilarities of youth flourished in 
.bis soul ; bis features continually glowed, with anima- 
tion, while the gay beaming of his eyes, ever answered 
to the smile on bis lips. Hence) the slitihtest veering 
on bis mind was perceptible to the countess, who tur- 
ning rciund. saw hitti leaning back in bis cbair, with bit 
arms folded, and bis colour b^-ightened, whilst Pembroke, 
with greater force and vociferation, wan running through 
various invectivf^s a^aih«it the hastiness of his recall. 

Come) come, Thaddeus I'' cried she, and parting tba 
thick approaching curls on his forebeadi, '< let us think 
BO more of this separation till it arrives. You know 
thai anticipation of evil is the death of happiness ; and 
it will be a kind of suicide, should we destroy the hours 
. which we may yet enjoy together, in vain complainings 
that they are so soon to teroiinnte." 

A Utile more exhortation from the countess, and a 
maternal kiss, which she imprinted on his cheek, re- 
stored him to cheerlulness : and the evening past away, 
pieasanterthan it had portended. 

Much as the palatine esteemed Pembroke Somerset, 
liis mind was too deeply absorbed in the looses of bis 
country, to attend to less considerable cares. He be- 
^elu the republic on the verge of destruction, with firm- 
BeH9 and indignation, awaiting the earthquake which 
tvas to ingiilpb it in the neijshbourin^ nations. He saw 
the storm approaching; but he determined, uhiist thera 
remained even one spot of vantage ground above the 
general wreck, that Poland f^hould yet have a nivne 
and a defender "Tbese thout!:!:t«) possessed himi these 
plans engaged him , and he bad not leisure to regret 
ptcasurci when be was struggling for existence. 

The empress continued to pour her armies into tha 
fceart of the kingdom. The king of Prussia boldly ily- 
kig from bis treaties, refused bi^ succour ; and the etn- 
peror of Germany, following the example of so great a 
prince, did. not blush to show tbat*his word was equally 
•onlemplibte. 

Whilst the Russians were marking their advances 
W'ith sword and rapine^ Frederick openly avow^ed hia 
ilesigns to be in concert with Petersbuv^\\ ; %w\'^q\'mv^^ 
accordingly f waBSLiiack^^ on every <\uwc\.fcr% CoxiVuv^^X 
ftlsB9tGhiM WTiVed, tiiat the tillage* ns w« ^w\^ "^^^ 
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^stft; tha^ neither age, nor sex, nor sUuatioOf pre- 
vented tfaeir unfortunate inhabitants from becoming tbe 
victims of cruelty ; and that all the frontier provinces 
were in flames. 

The Diet was called, and the debates agitated with 
all the anxiety of men, who were tbet to decide on their 
dearest interests. The feelings of the benevolent Stan- 
islaus, bled at the dreadful picture of his people's sufier- 
Ings ; nnd hardly able to restrain his tears, be answered 
the animated enordiutns of Sobieski for resistance to the 
last, with an appeal immediately to his heart. 

" What is it you urge me to iio^ my lord ?'' said he, 
' *< Was it npt, to secure the happiness of ray subjects, 
that I laboured ? and finding that impracticable, what 
advantage would it be to them, should I pertinaciously 
oppose their small numbers against the accumulated 
hordes of the north ? What is my kingdom but tbe com'* 
fort of my people T What will it avail me, to see thera 
fall around me, man by man, and tbe few that remain 
hanging in speechless sorrow over their grave? ? Such a 
sight would break my heart. Poland, without its peo- 
ple, would be a desert ; and I, rather a hermit than a 
king." 

In vain the palatine combated bis argument, and tl)e 
quiet that a peace would now afford, by declaring it 
could only be temporary. In vain, he told his majesty, 
that he would purchase safely for tbe present race, at 
the vast expense, of not only the liberty of posterity, 
but of its probity and happiness. ^ 

^ However you disguise slavery,*' cried he, ** it it 
slavery still. Its chains, though wreathed with ro?es, 
not only fai^ten on tire body, but rivet on the mind« 
They bend it from the proudest virtue, to a debasement 
l>eneath calculation. 7 hey disgrace honour ; they tram<^ 
pie upon justice. They transform the legions of Komc 
into a band of singers. They prostrate the sons of 
Athens and of Sparta at the feet of cowards. They 
make man abjure his birthright, bind himself to ano- 
ther's will, and give that into a tyrant's han(^, which 
he received as a deposit from heaven, his reason, bis 
conscience, and his soul. Think on this, and then, it 
you can.' subjugate Poland to her enemies.'* 
Stanislaus^ iveakened by years, auOi xm^^W^^ V^ ^\%» 
oppoiutmeatf now only wlsh«d to avj^ VCv* wN^. * 



61 

from immediate outrage. He returned do answer, but 
with streaming eyes, bent over the table, and annulled 
the glorious constitution of 1791; then with emotions 
hardly short of agony, he signed the order presented by 
the Russian officer, which directed prinee Poniatowski 
to deliver the army under his command into the hands 
of general Brinicki. 

^ As the king put his signatore to these papers, Sobiefl- 
ki, who had so t^trenuously withstood each deeisioa^ 
started from his chair,^ bowed to bis sovereign^ and ia 
silence left the apartment. Prince Sapieha, and several 
other noblemen followed him. 

These pacifi^c measures did not meet with better treat- 
ment from without. When they were noised abroad*, 
an alarming commotion arose amongst the inhabitants 
of Warsaw; and nearly four thousand men, of the first 
faniiUes in the republic, assembled themselves in the 
park of Yillanow, where they immediately resolved, 
that if necessary, they alone would resist the power of 
their combined ravagers to the utmost. "The prince 
Sapieha, Kosciuszko, and Sobieski, were the first who 
took the oath o( eternalfiddity to Poland; and they ad- 
ministered it to Thadileus, who kneeling down, called 
on Heaven to fi]fear him. as he swore, to assert the free- 
dopii of hii* couf^^r^ to the last gasp of its existence. 

In the midst' of these momentous affairs, Pembroke 
Somerset bade adieu to his friends ; and set sail with hit 
governor from Dantzic, for England. 
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CHAPTER T. 

Those winter raonths, which before this year, had 
lieeii at Villanow the season for cheerfulnes and festivi- 
ty, now rolled away in the sad pomp of national de< 
' twtes and military as«9enibiies. 

Prussia usurped the best part of Pomerelia, and gar 
risoned it with troops ; Catharine declared ^er domin- 
ion over the vast tract of land that lies between the 
X>wina and Borystenes : and Frederick William m.-rked 
down another i^weep of Poland, to follow the fate ol 
Pantzic and Th jrn. 

Calamities, and insults, and robberie.s were heaped, 
Jay after day, on the defenceless Poles. The deputiei 
of the provincea were put in prison ; and the Russan 
ambassador bad the insolence even to interrupi provi- 
sions tor the kinji^'s table, and appropriate them to Uii 
own. Sobieski remonstrated with his exc^tlency on thi« 
outrap:^, who, incensed at the reproof, and in iutrd at 
the sway which the palatine still held at cour^* ordered 
that hi<; extensive estate:) in Lithuania and Fodolia 
«h()uld be sequestered, and divided betw^^en four of the 
Hu«<sian generals. ^Uu 

In vain the Villanow confederation endeavoured to 
remonstrate with the empriE>.ss. Her ambassadors, not 
only refused tt» forward the dispatches, but threatened 
the nobles, that, ** if they did hot comply with every 
one of his demands, he would lay all the estates, pos- 
sessions, and habitations, of the members of the Diet 
under an immediate military execution. Nay, puni«<h- 
ment should not stop there, for should the king continue 
(as he now appeared so much inclined) to join the Sobies- 
kl party, tile royal domains shmild not only be treated 
fvitb the same rimmr, but some harsher means were al- 
ready devised to bring them and tlieir proud sovereign 
into subjection." 

These menaces w^ere of a nature too degrading to 
♦bavc any other effect on the Poles, than that of giving 
them a fresh spur to be resolute. With the sailie firra- 
nefcs they repulsed similar fulminati^ns from the Prus- 
sinn ambassador , and with a coolness, that was only 
equalled by their intrepiAit^, iVxe^ ^Tei^^t«,^Vi \^<«kl\&9 
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-The insolent Russian finding his threats unheetle^, 
Aest morning suri-ouniled the building where the cnn- 
federation fat, with two battalions of grenadiers and 
four pieces of cannon the disposition made, he issued 
orders, that no Pole should be permitted to ^n out on 
pain of instant death. General Rautenfeld, wiih the 
officersof the division, were set over the person of the 
king, who wa»i present ; they declared that they would 
not Htir, till his niajet^ty, and the Diet, had given aa 
unanimous consent to the full length of the empress's 
Commands. 

_ ^ 

The Diet set forth the unlawfulness of signing any 
treaty when they were thus withheld from the free- 
dom of wilt and debate, by the pre^enee of an intimida- 
ting force. They urged, thai it wns not legal to enter 
into deliberation, when any viftlent act hshd recently 
been exerted against an indiviiiual of their body ; and 
bow could they do it now, when they were deprived of 
five of their principal members, whom the ambassadors 
well knew He had ordered to bcarres^ted in their way to 
the senate? Sobieski and fourofhisiiriends, as the mem- 
bers most inimical to the wir>hes of Russia, were these 
five. In vain their liberation was required Rnuten- 
feld, enraged by the pertinacity of this opposition, re- 
peated the former tbreateningSy with the addition Of 
more,' and declared that they should certainly take 
place, if the Diet did not directly and unconditional iy, 
sign the pretensions both of his court, and that of Prug- 
fia. 

After a hard contention of many hours, the members 
•t last agreed among themselves to make a solemn pub- 
lic protect against the present tyranntms measures of 
the Russian ambassador: and, seeing that any attempt 
to inspire him even with decency was u^:eless, they de- 
termined to cea:je all debate, and keep a profound si- 
lence, when the mfltrsbal should propose the project ia 
demand. 

This sc^rrowful silence was coniTpeneed in resentment, 
and retained through despair; this sorrowful silence wap 
called, by their unurpers, a consent ; this sorrowful si- 
Hence is held up to the world, and to posleT\l>} , ^<^^ l\«% 
eB0»oa of the Poles, of all those r'r'Vils wV\\c\\ VVi^^ >a»j\. 
^jfa^iVed from nature, and defended w\V\\ VVvcxr >n\^c»A. 
nejDOPniag sifter this dreadful da^^ tto «»t^^V»^ ^^^ 
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ftt one of the private palaces, aDdi indignant and pre- 
ken>hearted, delivjered the following declaration to the 
people : 

** The Diet of Poland, hemmed in by foreign troops, 
afad menaced with an invasion from the Prussian army, 
which is to be attended with universal devastation and 
rnin ; finally, insulted by a thousand outragHS, have 
been forced to witness the signing of a treaty with Prus- 
sia. 

" They did endeavour to have added to the treaty 
some conditions, to which they supposed the lamenta- 
ble state of this country, would have extorted an ac- 
quiescence even from the heart of power : but the Diet 
was deceived ; they found that power unaccompanied 
by humanity ; and that Prussia, having thrown his vic- 
tim to the ground, would not refrain from enjoying the 
miserable satisfaction of trampling upon her neck. 

'* The Diet confides in the justice of Poland ; confides 
in her belief, that they would not abandon the citadel 
which she has reposed .in' their keeping : her preserva- 
tion is deareV to them than their lives ; but fate seems 
to be on the side of their destroyer. Fresh insults have 
been heaped upon their hands, and new hards^hips have 
been imposed upon them. To prevent all delib<;raUon3 
on this debasing treaty, they are not only surrounded 
by foreign troops, and dared with hostile messages, but 
they have been violated by the arrest of tiieir prime 
ittembers, whilst those who are still suffered to possess a 
personal freedom, have the heaviest shackles laid on their 
minds. 

<* Therefore, I, the king of Poland, enervated by 
age, and sinking under the accumulated weight of so' 
many afflictions ; and also, we, the rueinbers of the Diet, 
declare, that being unable, even by the sacrifice of our 
existence, to relieve our country from., the yoke of its 
oppressors, consign it to posterity. 

<' In another age, means may one day be found, to 
rescue it from chains and misery ; but such means are 
not in our pqwer : other countries neglect us.-r- Whilst 
they reprobate the violations which a neighboutring na- 
tion is alleged to have committed against rational liber- 
ty, they can see, not only with apathy, but with ap- 
probation, the ravages wh»c\\ fvre wovj A«i%t>W j\^'?c>- 
Iund, Posterity must avenge W \ we \ie.Ne ^<au^.— ^ ^ 



accede, for the ftft«OD above mentioned, fo tlie treaty 
laid before us y though ive declare it to be contrary to 
8nr wifiheS) to our sentiuientx, and to our rights '*' 

Thus, in November, 1T9S, compressed to one fourtli 
ef her dimensions, witbiii the lines of demarcation dravva 
by her enemies, Poland was stripped of her rank in Ku- 
rope ; the lands of her nobles given to strangers, and 
her citizens left to starve for want of bread. lil-fated 
nation ! Posterity will weep over tfty wrongs ; whilst 
the burning blush of shame, that their fathers witnessed 
such wrongs unmoved, shall cause their bitter tears to 
blisteras tliey falh 

During these transactions, the countess Sobiejiki con- 
tinued iir solitude- at VlltunoW. awaitinp* with awful 
aniciety the termination c. those portentous events^ 
which so deeply involved ber own comforts with those of 
her country. Her father was in prison; her sonata' 
distance with the army. Sick at heart, she saw the 
Opening of that spring, which might only be the com* 
mencement of a new season of injuries : and her fears 
were prophetic. 

^hose soldiers who bad dared to retain their arms 
in their hands, were again ordered by the Russian am» 
bassador to lay them down. Some few, thinking denial 
vain; obeyed , but those o^ bolder spirits followed 
ThaddeuB Sobieski into South Prussia, whence he- had 
directed his steps immediately on the arrest ol' his grand- 
father, and had gathered, and kept toji^etber, a handful 
of brave men still faithful to their liberties. Indeed bis 
name ah»ae had collected numbers around him in every 
district through which he marched. — Persecution from 
their adversary ais well a^ admiration ofThaddeus, gave 
» resistless povTer to his appearance, look, eid voice ; 
all which, had such an effect on this afflicted peopl<^f 
tffat they orowded to his stanifard by huodn'ds : whil;^: 
their lords, having caught a similar fire from the blazing 
ardour of the young count, committed themselves* 
without reserve to his sole judgment and command. 
The empress, hearing of (his, ordered Stanislaus to C(»m- 
inand him directly tn disbanil his troops but the king 
refusing, she augmented the strength of her own forces ; 
and, enraged at such stubborn rcsiaVauce, te\x^'*K^^>iQ» 
war i%'iih rahubl^d horrors. 

Tb0 paiaUac remaiiied in con^aem^iAA^^^^**^ 

Fa 



obtaining release wiibout the aid of stratagem. Thi 
emissaries of Catharine were too well aware of their io- 
terest, to give freedom to so active an opponent: how- 
ever, this patriotic victim to vindictive tyranny, re« 
ceived every consolation which a brave man can feel, 
(his own arms being tied from serving his country, in 
the information which he hourly learnt of his jailors 
'* that his grandson was continuing to carry himself 
with such insolent opposition in the south, that it would 
be well if the empress, at the termination of matters, 
allowed him to escape with his life" Every reproach 
which was levelled at the palatine, he found was 
bought by some new conquest of fhaddeus; and instead 
of permitting their premeditated malice to' take etfect 
by intimidating his age or alarming hh alfection, he told^ 
the Russian officer, (whose daily office it was to attend 
and torment him,) that if his grandson were to lose his 
head for fidelity to Poland, he would almoi*t as readily 
follow him to the scaffold, as witness him entering tbo 
streets of Warsaw with all Russia at his chariot wheels ; 
"the only difference in uiy emotions would be," con- 
tinued Sobieski, *♦ that as the first cannot happen /till 
all virtue be dead in thii^ land, L should feel his last 
gasp, as the last sigh of that virtue which found a tri- 
umph even under the axe. F'or the second, it would be 
joy unutterable to behold the victory of justice over ra- 
pine and murder ! But, either way he is still the same ; ^ 
ready to die, or ready to live, for his country ; and 
equally worthy of the eternal halo with which posterity 
will encircle his name." 

Indeed the accounts whiclL4iri'ived from this young 
soldier, who had lately formed a junction with general 
KoBciusizko, were in the highest degree for,midable to 
the coaIef>ced powers. They had gained a considerable 
>!vantage over the Prussians in several places, |it»d 
were advancing towards Inowlotz, when a large and 
fresh body of the enemy unexpectedly appeared in the 
rear. The troops who were on the opposite bank of the 
river, (whom the Poles were driving before them,) on 

' «ight of this reinforcement, suddenly rallied ; and, as a 
mean of retarding the approach of their pursuers, and 
insuring their probable defeat from the army in view, 
they broke down the woodea- briA^e viVvvtVk ^\^\.\«?afc 

jbrought tbem pvert The Poles wtte lot wsmft>:v\afc^N.% 
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dtand. KosGiofisko proposed swimmriig tbe river ; b«t, 
owing to the recent beavy rains^ it was so swoln and 
rapid, that the young men to whom be mentioned it^ 
terrified by the blackness and dasbing of tbe water, 
drew back. The general perceiving their panic, calTed 
Thaddeus to hini) and both together they plunged into 
tbe stream. I'he rest, now ashamed of their hesitatioDi 
tried who CiMjId fir-^t follow this example ; and after bard 
buffeting with the waves, the whole army gained the 
opp<<>ite shore. The Prussians in the rear, incapable 
of tbe like intrepidity, baited ; and those in tbe van, 
intimidated at the danntiesft courage of their ad verfia- ^ 
ries, concealed tbemseives amidst the thickets of an ad- 
joining valley. 

The Poles proceeded towards Cracow, carrying re- 
dress and protection to the provinces tli rough which' 
they marched. But they had barely rented two days in 
that city, before dispatches were received, that U^ar- 
Saw was lying at the mercy of general Brinicki. No 
time couhl be }o*«t; officers and men had set thoir lives 
on the cause; and they reconnnenced their toils, with 
a perseverance which brought them before the capital 
oh the sixteenth of April. 

Things were even in a worse state than KosciuFRl-o 
had expected, liie Russian ambassador, with his usual 
arrogance had- demamled the surrender of the national 
arsenal, subscribing his orders with a threat, that 
whichever ot the nobles should presume to dispute bis 
authority, shoutd be arrested and put to death ; and, as 
to the people, if they dared to murmur, he would imme- 
diately command general Brinicki to lay the city in 
a!<be9. None doubted the sincerity of 'this barbarian; 
for there were many in the senate who recollected, that 
when the nation was nt war with them, two-and-thirty 
yeafs ago, nine Polish Lords were sent into Warsaw 
with both hands lopped otf; and that for this mutilation, 
tibey had to accuse the Rufisian general, who had acted 
the double pnrt of judge and executioner- When the 
Poles remembered this instance of cruelty, which the 
court of Petersburgh had heard of without condemning 
it, they could not anticipate any humamlY ^^T V^^^^'-' 
selves* 

I The king remonstrated against iVese oppxe'i'eXoxii^', , 
mjd to "puni$h /its presumption,'*^ tUis pvo^^t te^t^i'fc^* 
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tative of the imperial Catharine, commanded thathis 
majesty^s garrison and guards should be in»<tantiy broken 
and dispersed.' At the first attempt to execute this 
mandate, the people flew in crowds to the palace, and 
on their knees implored Stanislaus for perm^i^sion to 
aventie the insult oflered to his troops. His majesty 
looked at tbem with pity, gratitude, and angutsh ; at 
last, in a voice of agony, that w«^ wrung from his tor- 
tared heart, he answered, <^ Go and defend your honour!'' 

The army of Kosciuszko mnrched into the town time 
enough to join the armed citizens ■ and that day. after 
a dreadful conflict, in which the streets were strewed 
with the killed Warsaw wts rescued from the imniedt* 
ate grasp of Russia During the flgbt, tbe king who 
was alone in one uf the rooms uf bis paUce. sunk almost 
fainting on tbe floor; he heard the mingling clash of 
arms, the roar of muskefry, and tbe cries and groaiif 
of the combatants ; ruin seemed no longer to hover over 
bis kingdom, but to have pounce<l at once upon her 
prey At every renewed shout, which followed each 
pause in the firing, he expected the next moment to see 
his palace gates burst open, and himself, then indeed^ 
made a willing sacrifice to the fury of his enemies. 

Whilst he was yet upon bis kness, petitioning the god 
of battles for a little further respite from tbe last calami- 
ty which was doomed to overwhelm devoted Potandi 
ThaddeusSobieski, panting with heat and toil, flew in* 
to the room, and, before he could speak a word, wai 
clasped in the arms of tbe agitated IStanislaus. 

** Are my people safe?" asked the kingj 

** Yes. my liejce,'' returned Thaddeus, *• and victori* 
ous. Ibe foreign guards are beaten from the palace ;. 
your own have resumed their station at the gates.^' 

At this assurance, tears uf joy ran over the venerable^ 
cheeks of bis majesty ; and again embracing his young 
deliverer, be said, ** I thank Heaven, that my unhappy 
eountry is not bereft of all hope. Whilst Kosciusak# 
and a Sobieski lives, she >viil not quite despair." 
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p CHAPTER VI. 

I Thaddsus was not less eager to>rc1eas<^ his grsnil- 

\ father, than he had been to rt^lieve the anxiety of bis 
\ sovereign. He battened at the bead of a few troops, to 
( the place which was the prison of Sobieski, and gavi6 
\ bim liberty, amidst the acclamations of bis soldiersi 
who united in general denionstrations of joy at the sight 
' of their veteran commander. 

I The universal gladness of these prosperous events, 
I did not Ia8t for many days: it was speedily terminated 
^ by the information that Cracow had surrendered to .a 
) Prussian force under general Van Eisner; that the king 
of Prussia was advancing towards the capital; and the. 
Kn»sians, more implacable in consequence of the late 
treatment which tbeir garrison had received at WarsaWy 
were pouring into the country like a deluge, i 
I At this news the consternation became dreauful. Th^ 
\ Polene.«e army, worn with fatigue and long services, 
f vere without, clothing, ammunitioni or in any way, 
excepting courage fitted for the field. 

The treasury was exhausted, and no means of raising 
a supply seemed practicable. The provinces Were laid 
waste, and the city had been already drained of its last 
ducat. In this exigency, hopeless of devising any ex- 

Eedieot for even a temporary succour, a council met ia 
is majesty's private cabinet, to consult about obtaining 
resources. The debate was as desponding as their situ- 
ation, till Tiiaddeus Sobieski, who had been a silent ob- 
server, rose from 'his seat ; and whilst the blushes of 
awe and eagerness crimsoned his cheek, he advanced 
towards Stanislaus, and taking from his neck, and other 
parts of his dress^ those magnificent jewels which it 
waw cust'imary always to wear in the presence o£*the 
king, he knelt doivn, and laying them at the feet of his ^ 
raaje^ty, said, in a suppressed voice, *' These are trifles; 
but such ati they are, and all of the like kind which I 
possess, I beseech your majesty to appropriate to the 
public service '* 

*V NoWe young man !" cried the kme^ YitVvTV^Vvxm \tcswi 
f/je ground; **youhRve indeed tf^u^tm^v^ X^s^otv-.'V 
accept these jewels with gratitude.— ''Hete;' wSA \^> 
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turning to the treasurer; *'puttbem into tbe national 
fund; and let tbein be followed by my own, with my 
plate, u'bich 1| desire may be instantly sent to tbe mint. 
One half of it the army 8hall bave ; the other we must 
txpend in giving some little support to the surriving 
families of tbose who have fallen in our defence '' 

The palatine, who thanked bis grandson for bfi) gener- 
ous warmth, readily united with him, in the surrender of 
all their personal property, for the benifit of their conn- 
try. According to their example, the treasury was 
filled with gratuities from the nobles ; and tbe army, 
■ewly equipped, maiched out in high spiritfi. 

The countess bad a third time to bid adieu to a son, 
ivbo wa^ become as much the idol of her reason, as be- 
fore he had been of her love; in proportion as glory 
surrounded him and dan ^:er courted bis steps, the 
strings of affection drew him closer to her soul ; tbe 
•' aspiring blood" of the Sohie^kis, which beat in her 
▼eins, could not dull tUf fe<'iing t! at she was a parent; 
that tbe spring of her existence now flowed from that 
fountain, which had drawn its «iource from her. Her 
anxious, and wniting heart, paid dearly in tears and 
sleepless nights, for tbe honour with which sshe was sa- 
inted at every turning, as tbe mother of Thaddens, that 
Thaddeus, who was not more the soul of council, and 
the sinew of war, than he was to her the gentlest, the 
dearest, the mot aimiable of sons. It matters littlr to 
tbe undistinguifebing bolt of carnage, whether it strike 
common breasts, or those rare! hearts, whose course if 
usually a«$ brief as it is dazzling; this leaden messenger 
of death banquets as sullen on the bosom of a hero, as if 
it had lit upon more vulgar prey: all is levelled to the 
chance of war, which comes like a whirlwind of the 
desert scattering man and beast in one wide ruin. 

Such thoughts as these, possessed the melancholy re* 
varies of the countess Sobieski, from the hour in whicb 
she snw Thaddeus and his griftidfather depart for Cracow, 
until she heard it was retaken, and the enemy defeat- 
ed in many battles. 

War«iaw was again bombarded ; and again Kosciuszko 

with tbe palatine and Thaddeus, preserved it from des- 

truction. In short, wherever they wioved,, this ^aunt- 

Jess little ariny carried terror lo iXinr ^Avw*w«%,, vcbA 

diffused hope amongst tljto booieft «>iv4 \i«ax\.% q\. >2^^^ 

country men. 
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'they next iarnetl their course to tberelif^fof Lit1iua« 
kia ; but whilst they were on their route thither, the^ 
received intelligence that a detachioeni t'ruui ibeir body 
Ibaving been beaten by the Russians under Suworrow^ 
that general, elated with the success, was haBtening 
forward to attack the capita]. 

Kosciuszko resolved to prevent him; and as a meaOf 
he prepared to|;ive immediate battle to Perfen, another 
commander, who was on his march to form a junction 
"with the victorious Rui^sian. To this effect. Kosciusz* 
ko divided his forces; half of them, under the command 
of prince Poniatowski, were to pursue Suworrow, and 
keep a watchful eye over his motions; whilst he, with 
the remainder, to the amount of six thousand men, ac- 
companied by the two SobieskiiS) should proceed to- 
wards Bizesc. 

It was the tenth of October, 'the weather being fine, 
a cloudless sun diffused life and brilliancy through the 
pure «ir of a keen morning. The vast green plain be- 
fore tliem, flittered with the troops of general Ferfea» 
who had hlready arranged them in order of battle. 
. The word was given. Thaddeus, as he drew his sabre 
from its scabbard, rais-ed bis eyes, to implore the justice 
of Heaven on that day's events. The attack was made. 
The Poles kept their station on the heights, Twice the 
Russians rushed on them like wolves, and twice they 
repulsed them by their steadiness. Conquest declnred 
("or Poland. Thaddeus was seen in every part of the field. 
But reinforcements poured in to the support of Ferfen, 
and war raged in new horrors* Still the courage of the 
Poles was unabated. Sobieski, fighting at the head 
of the infantry, would not recede one foot; and Koscl- 
oszko, exhorting his men to be resolutei appeared in 
the hottesX places of the battle. 

At one of these portentous momeqts. Tfiaddeus saw 
the general struggling with his charger, which had been 
|hot under him ; he immediately galloped to his assis- 
tance; and giving him another, remained and fought by 
bis side, till he beheld two , more horses share the same 
^te; and on his next charge, Kosciuszko himself drop 
back on bis saddle. Thaddeus caught him in his arms, 
and finding that a Cossac had stabbed him in the back, 
he unconsciously uttered a'groan ot ''".ijmay. 't\v% %>w- 
jsoanJJng soJdi&c$ took the alariii> au^ ^^ ')SLQ^cX\i%^% 
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our general islcHlci!!*' was echoed from rank to rank 
vvitli such piercing shrieks, that the wounded hero open- 
ed his ey«S; and was preparing to speak to his young 
friend, when two Russian chasseurs, in the same uio- 
tnent made a cut at theni both. The sabre struck the 
exposed head of Kosciuizko, who fell almost lifeless to 
the ground; and Thaddeus received a gash in his shoul- 
der, which knocked him of his horse. 

The conflict thickened over the fallen general : the 
consternation now becoming universal, for groarfs of 
despair seemed to issue from the whole army, Thaddeus 
with difficulty extricated himself from the bodies of the 
slain ; and fighting his way through the throng of the 
enemy which pressed around him, he joined his terror- 
striken comrades, who in the wildest confusion, were 
dispersing under a heavy fire, to the right and left, and 
flying like frighted deer. In vain he called to them, in 
Vain he urged them to avenge Kosciuszkt) ; the panic 
was complete, and they fled. 

Almost alone, in the rear of his soldiers, he opposed 
with his single and desperate arm, party after party of 
the enemy, till a narrow stream of the Muchavez stop- 
ped his retreat. The waters were crimsoned with blond. 
He plunged in, and, beating the blushing Wave with his 
lef^ arm, in a few seconds gained he opposite bank; 
where, fainting from fatigue and the loss of blood, he 
sunk almost deprived of sense; amidst a heap of the 
killed. 

When the pursuing squadrons bad galloped by him, 
he again summoned strength to look around. He raised 
himself from the ground, and by the help of his sword, 
on which he leaned, supported his steps a few paces 
farther J but, good God! What was the shock he receiv- 
ed, when the bleeding and lifeless body of his grandfather 
lay before him? He stood for a few moments, motion- 
less, and without sensation ; then, kneeling down by 
bis side, whilst his heart felt as if it were palsied with 
i)eath, he searched for the wounds of'lhe palatine. 
They were numerous and deep. He would have torn 
away the handkerchief with which he had stanched his 
own blood, to have applied it to that of his grantl- 
father, but by so doing he must have disabled himself 
from giving him further assistance : he took his sash 
aad neckcloth J and whea they nv«iq Vu^u&^v^ttX^ V^tvox 
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tlie lineti from his breast; then hastening to the riv^r/ 
brought a little water in hi^ c^p, and tlirew sbiuG of its 
stained drops on the pale features of Subie^ki. 

The venerable hero opened his eyes; in a minute 
afterwards he recognized that it was bis graadsun wbo 
knelt by bim. X'be palatine pressed bis hand, wbicb 
wan cold as ice: the marbled lips of Tbaddeus could not 
move. ' 

" My son,'' said the veteran, in a low voice, ** Hea-' 
ven hath led you here, to receive the last sigh of your 
grandfather." Tbaddeus trembiiiig; the paiutioe con- 
tinued, *^ Carry my blessiug to your mother; and bid 
her seek comfort iu the cuubuiatious of ber ood. Aluy 
tbat God preserve yuu ; ever remeiuber tUai you are bis 
servant; be obedient iu him : aud as 1 have been, be 
faithful to your Country.*' 

** May God so bless me !" cried Tbaddeus, lilting bis 
eyes to heaven. 

*^ And ever remember,'^ said the palatine, rai^ng his 
head, which had dropt on the bv>soui of his grnnd»ony' 
*^ that you are a Sobieski! It i^ my dying counudLd, that 
you never take any other name." 

** I promise." 

Tbaddeus could say no more, for the c*'<Ui)tenance of 
his grandfather, became altered ; hli^ eyen closed. Tbad- 
deus caught him to his breast. No heaf t beat against 
his ; all was still and cold rhe budy dropped frum his 
arms, ^ind be sunk senseless by its side 

When sensation returned to him, ^e looked up. The ' 
sky was shrouded in clouds, which a driving wind was 
blowing from the ojb of the moon, as a few of her white 
rays, here and there, gleamed on the weapons of the 
slaughtered soldiers. 

The scattered senses of Tbaddeus slowly recollected 
themselves. He was now lying, the only living crea- 
ture amidst thousands of the dead, who the preceding 
night, had been like himself alive to all the conscious- 
ness of existence. His right hand rested on the chilled 
face of his grandfather; it was wet with dew; he shud- 
dered ; and taking his own cloak from his shoulders* 
laid it over the body. He would have said, as he did it^ 
" So my father I would have she\tere(\ vVi^ V\^^^ vj\\3cv ^^ 
MacriBce of my oivJi ;" but the wovA% c>iQ^^<e^ Xti \w^ 
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4li|oat; and he Ml watching by the corse till the flay 
<liBiwned, and the Poles retuniecl to bury their slain. 

The wretched Thaddeun was discovered by a party of 
his own hussars, seated oii a littie mound ot earib with 
the cold hand ot Sobiehki grasped in his. At this si^hti 
the soldiers uttered a cry of horror. 'rbaddeu> rose up ; 
^ oiy friends," said he, <* I thank (iod tbat you are 
come! Assist me to bear my dear (^raud lather to the 
camp?'* 

Astonished mt his composure, but distresised at the 
deatht'ul hue of hir^ counteiiance, they obeyed hiui in 
mournful silence, and bid (he remaini) of the palatine 
upon a bier, which they formed w >th their sheathed sabres ; 
then gently raising it, they retrod their steps to the 
camp; having left a detanbiueni to accouiplisb the duty 
for which they had quitted it. Thaddeuti, hardly able to 
fliipport his weakened frame, mounted a horse, and fol- 
lowed the melancholy procession. 

General Wawrzecki, on whom the command had de- 
volved, seeing tbe party return so soon, and in sach an^ 
oirder, sent an aid de-camp to inquire the reason. He' 
came back with dejection in his face; and informed the 
commander, that the brave palatine of Masovia, whom 
they suppoi«d had been taken prisoner with his grandson 
Bpd Koscius^zko. had been killed, and was approaching 
the lines on the armi^ of his soldiers. Wawrzecki, 
tboujrh glad to hear that Thaddeus was alive and at 
liberty, turned round to conceal his tears: then calling 
opt a, guard, he marched at their bead, to meet the 
corpse of his illustrious friend. 

Tbe bier was carried into the general's tent. An 
aid'de^camp, with some gentlemen of the faculty, were 
ordered to attend Thaddeus to bis quarters; but the 
young count, though scarcely able to stand, appeared 
to linger; and holding fast by the arm of an officer, he 
looked stedfastlyon tbe body. VYawrzecki understood 
hU hesitation. He pressed bis hand i ^' Fear not, my 
<lpar sir,'' said he, " every honour shall be paid to the 
remains of your noble grandfather.'' Thaddeus bowed 
bis bead, and was supported out of tbe tent to his own. 

His wounds, of which be had received several, were 
not deep: and JBight have been of little consequence, 
ifad not bis' thoughts coivtinuhll^ hovered about his 
moiher, aad paiat^ her 'affilcUouS) vjVieu. %\i^ ^Q>a\^>b% 
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informed of (be lamentable events of tbe last day'f 
battle. These reflection?) awake) or in a slumber, (for 
he liever slept) , possessed his mind : and even whilst 
his wounds were healin)^, produced such an irritation ia 
his bloody as hourly threatened a fever. 

Things were in this situatiou, when the surgeon, 
with a hesitating countenance, put a letter from the 
coiinteRs into his hand. He opened it, and read with 
breathless anxiety, these lines : 

'* To Th ADDF.U8, Count Sobieski. 

" Console yourFelf, my most precious son, console 
yourself for my 9nke. I have seen colonel Lnniza, and 
1 have heard all the horrorii which took place on tbe 
tenth of this month. I have heard them, and I am yet 
alive; t am resigned: but he telih me that you are 
wounded. Oh! do not let me be also bereft of my son! 
Remember, that you were my dear sainted fatiier^i 
darling ; remember, that as his representative, you are 
trt be m^^ consolation: in iiity to nie, if not tooursufier* 
ing country, preserve yoiiryelf. to bri at least the last 
comfort that heaven will «pare to me. -I find, that all 
is lost to Poland, as well as to myself; that when ray 
glorious fathf^r fell, and hii^ friend with him, the re- 
public became extinct- 1 he Russian ariiiy is now on its 
march towards Masovia ; and 1 am too weak to rome to 
you. ^>et me see you soon, very soon, my beloved son; 
I beseech yon come tome! Tou will find me more 
feeble of body, than of mind: for there is a holy com- 
forter, that descends on the bruised heart, which none 
other than the unhappy have conceived or felt. Fare- 
well, my dear, dear Thaddeus ! I^et the memory, that 
you have a mother, check your too ardent courage. 
God for ever guaVd yju. tive for your mother, who 
has n ) stronger words to express her aflfection for you, 
than that she is thy mother, thy 

Thebese Sobieski. ' 

«« Villanowy Ocioberf 1794.'* 

This letter was indeed a balm to the soul of Thaddeuc. 
That his adored mother had received lV\e ww^A tN«itA, 
with Fveb rpsign»tion, was the best mciWcXue, yjX^Oa. 
eoaJd now be applied to his wounds, \»o\\i ol mwA ^xA 
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hciif*, and wh<»n hewnstold, that on tlje fwfece 
morning, the body of his ajrandfather should be ri 
ed to th'e convent near Biala, he declared his reiol 
to attend it to the ghive. 

In vain his nurgeonB and general Wawrzeclti n 
iBtrated againHthp danger of this project; for onci 
gerttie. and yielding spirit of Thaddei^s, {!eemed io 
able. He bad fixed his determination) and it was i 
be 'i^haken. 

Next day, being the seventh frorh that in wbicl 
fatal battle had been decided. Thaddeas, at tb« 
beat of the drnro. rose trom hh bed, and, ainaos 
as«ined, put on hU clothpo. His uniform being 1 
he needed no oiher index than bis pale and moi 
countenance, to nnnounce that be was chief mom 

The ^«roces9ion began to form, and he walked 
his tent. It was a fine morning; Thadifens lorki 
as if to upbraid the sun for nbining so brightly. — Le 
ened iftid reoeated rounds of canrfon roiled alon; 
■ air. The solemn mnr<;h of the dead, was moaning 
' the mofflrd drum, inttrriipted at measured pause 
the shrill tremor of the fife. The troops, preced 
tht^ir general, moved forward with a decent and n 
choiy step. The Inshop of Warsaw followed, bi 
the sacred volume in his hands :. and n^xt, borne 
the crossed pikes of his soldiers, and supported by t 
of hi<i most veteran companions, appeared the bo 
the brave S<»biegki. A velvet pall covered it, on 
were laid those arms, with which for fifty yeai 
had avfierted the liberties of his country. At tbi* 
the sobs of the men became audible. Thaddeu 
lowed, with a slow but firm step, his eyes bent t 
ground, and his erms wrapped in his cloak : it Wi 
same which had shaded his beloved grandfather fro 
dews of tb»t dreadful night. Another train of » 
mucic succeeded : and then the scjuadrons which tl 
cen^pd had commanded, dismounted, and leading 
hordes, dosed the procession. 

^ )n t'he verge of the plain that borders Biala 
within a few paces of the convent gate of St. Fr 
the b er stopped. The monks saluted its appee 
wit'' a requiem, which they continued to chant ti 
co/fjn jfas /ow6re<l into the ground. The earth r 
ed its sacred deposit* The fiuvV«m^ ca^'wAv ^? 
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soldiers kneeling down, discharged their muskets over it; 
then, with streaming chepk.<^, rose, and gave place to 
others. Nine vollies ivere. fired, and the ranks fell back. 
The bishop advanced to the head of the grave; all was 
hashed; he raisefl his eyes to heaven, then, after a. 
-pause, in which he seemed to be commaning ,with the 
regions above him, he tnrned to the silent assembly, 
and in a voice, collected and impressive, addressed them 
in a short, but affecting oration, in which he sfet forth the 
brightness of Sobieski's life ; his noble forgetfulness of 
seif, in the interest of his country ; and the dauntless 
bravery which had laid him in the tomb. A general 
discharge of cannon and musketry was the awful response 
to this appeal, Wawrzecki took the sword of the pala- 
tine, and breaking it, dropt it into the grave. The 
aids-de-camp of the deceased did the same by theirs^ 
showing, that by so doing they resigned their offices^ 
and then, covering their faces with their handker* 
chiefs, they turned away with the soldiers, who filed oft*. 
Thaddeus sunk on his knees ; his hands were clasped, 
and his eyes for a few minutes fixed themselves on the 
coffin of his grandfather ; then rising, he leaned on the 
arm of Wawrzecki, aud with a tottering step, and pal- 
lid countenance, mounted his horse, which had been led 
to the spot, and returned with the scattered procession 
to the camp. 

The cause for exertion being over, his spirits fell 
with the rapidity of a spring too highly wound up, 
H'hich snap<>, and runs down to perfect immobility.— 
He entered his tent and threw himself on the bed, from 
whence he did not arise, during five days. 
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CHAPTER VII. , 

At a time, when the effects of these sufferings and 
fatigues had brought him very low, the young count 
Sobieski was aroused ^y the information that the Rus- 
sianK'had already planted themselves before Prague, and 
were threatening to bombard the town. This news ral- 
lied the spirits of the depr«jS9ed soldiers, who readily 
obeyed theii* commander, to put themtieive? in order of 
march the next day. ThaddeiiN felt that the decisive 
blow was pending : and though hardly able to sit his 
horse, he refused the indulgence of a litter; determin- 
ing, that no illness, however severe, should make him 
fla;^ onf* hour from the active exercise of duty. 

Devastation was spread over th& face of the country. 
As the troops moved, the unhappy and houseless villa- 
gers prP!<iented an agonizing picture to their view. Old 
men st^tod amongst the ashes of their homes, deploring 
thp cnjf^lty of prjwer : children and women sat by ik^ 
way side, weeping over the last sustenance which the 
wn^tched infant dfew from the breast of its perishing 
mother 

Thaddeus shut his eyes on the scene. 

** ♦), my country '. my country !" exclaimed he, ** what ■ 
»re my personal griefs to thine? Nothing!^ nothings It 
is your wretchedness that barbs me to the heart !-Look 
there," cried he to the soldiers, pointing to the misera- 
ble Sftectacles before him, *' look there, and carry ven- 
geance into the breasts of their destroyers. Let Prague 
be the last act of this tragedy." 

Unhappy young man, unfortunate country! It was. 
indeed thi» last act of a tragedy, to which all Europe were 
spectators ; a tragedy which the nations witnessed, with- 
out one attempt tu stop or delay its ctreadful catastrophe T 
O ! how must virtue be lost, when it is no longer aa 
article of policy even to assume it. 

After a long march, through a dark and dismal night, 
the morning becan to break; and ! haddeus found him- 
self on the southern side of thai little river, v^hioh di- 
vides the territories of Sobieski from the wootU of 
Kohylka. Here, for the Gr^t time, he endured all the 
tortorins; varieties rf dcs^^Vr. 
^'Ae once fertile fields were Vj\xm\ \9 ^VviXiV^^ n NJa^wA.- 
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tageswere yet smoking, from the ravages of the fire; 
aotl in place of smiling eyes and thankful lipjs, the dead 
bodies of his peasants were stretched on the high roads, 
mangled, bleeding, and stripped of that decent covering, 
which humanity would not deny even to guilt. 

XhaddeuH could bear the sight no longer ; but settinf^ 
spurs to bis horse, fled from the c<)iitemplatioa of scenes 
which harrowed up his heart. 

At night-fall, the army halted under the walls of TiN 
lanow. The count looked toivards the wihdows of the 
palace, and by the glare of light shihing through the 
half drawn curtains, soon distinguished his motber'f 
room. He then turned his eyes on that sweep of buil- 
ding appropriated to the palatine ; but not one>solitary 
lamp illumined its gloom ; the moon alone glimmered on 
the battlements, silvering the painteil glass of the study 
window, where with that beloved parent, be had so 
lately gazed upon the stars ; ahd anticipated a campaign-, 
which bad now so fatally terminated. 

These thoughts, with his ^ri^, and his forebodings 
were buried in the depths of bis souL Addressing gen* 
eral Wawrzecki, he bade him welcome to Yillanuw; 
requesting at the fame time, that the men might be di- 
rected to rest till themnrning ; and that he, and the offi* 
eers, would partake of refreshment within the place. 

As soon asThaddeus had seen his quests seated at dif* 
fereiit tables' in the eating hall, and bad given orders 
for the soldiers to be served from the cellars, he with- 
drew to seek the countess. 

He found her in her dressing-room, snrronnded by 
ber attendants, who had just informed her of his arrivaU 
The moment he appeared at the door, the women went 
out at an opposite passage, and Thaddeus, with an an'- 
gnished heart, threw himself on the bosom of bis mother. 
They were silent for some time. Poignant reflection 
stopped their utterance ( but neither tears nor si^hs fil- 
le^d up its place, until tlYI) countes^^, who felt the full 
tide of maternal affection presn upon her soul and mingle 
with her grief, raised her head from her son's neck, and 
said, while she htrained himjclose in her arms; *' Re- 
ceive my thanks, O I Father of Mercy, t^at thou bast 
yet spared to me this blessing !'* 

Sobieski breathe<l a response to the aMresf c>^ Nvv"*. "wvc*- 
tier; and drying bet tears with U\a Vxsse^^ ^an^W xs^^^ 
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the ttetrer-^ying fame of his beloved grandfather ; upeli 
bis preferable iottothatot'lheirbrave friend Kosciuszko, 
who was doomed, not only to sorVive the liberty of hi9 
county, but to pass the residue of bis life, within the 
dnngeoos of a Russian prison. He then tried to reani- 
mate h.er spirits with hope. He spoke of the approach* 
iirg battle, without expressing any doubt of the valour 
and desperation of the Poles rendering it successful. He 
talked of the firmness of the king, of the courage of the 
general, of his own resolution. HU discourse began in a 
wish to cheat her into tranquillity, but as he advanced 
on the subject, his soul took fire at its own warmth, 
and he half believed the probability of his anticipatiuns. 

The Qonntess looked on the honourable glow that 
crimsoned his harrassed features, with a pang at her 
heart. 

*'' My heroic son !" cried she, ** my darling Thaddeus 1 
what a vast price do I pay for all thisexcfdience! I 
could not love you, were you otherwise than what you 
are ; and beini; what you are, O I how soon may I lose 
you ! Already has your noble grandfather paid the debt 
that he owed to his glory ; he promised to fall with Po- 
land ; he has kept his word ; and now, all that I love 
en earth is concentrated in you.'' The countess paused, 
and pressing his hand almost wildly on her heart, she 
continued in a hurried voice : *' The same spirit is to 
your breast ; the same principle binds you ; and I may 
at last be left alone. Heaven, have pity on me!" 

She cast her eyes upwards, as she ended. Thaddeua, 
sinking on his jcnees by her sidi3, implored her with all 
the earnestness of piety and confidence, to take comfort. 
Her ladyship embt-aced him with a forced smile, and 
said ; *' You must forgive me, Thaddeus, I have nothing 
of the soUiier in my heart; it is all woman. But, I 
will hot detain you longer, ray dear bdy,/from that rest 
which you require; go to. your rot)m, and try to recruit 
yourself for the fatigues, which I expect to-morrow will 
bring forth. 

Sobieski, consoled to gee any composure in his mo- 
ther, withdrew ; and after having heard that his nu- 
merous guests were properly' lodged, went to his own 
ehamber. 
' Next Aiorning at Sttnri^e, the troops ^^repared to 
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permioiion to pay tbetr personal gratitude to the eonn* 
tc.-fs, fop the hospitality of her recpptioii ; she dectineif 
that honour, on the plea of iniii^poMtion ; and in the 
course of an hour, the count appeared frnm her apart- 
ment, and joined the general ; hi.« cheeks were flu^bed 
with the struggles of parting ; and be was <)o shaken by 
emotion, that his steps were irregular, and his manner 
confused, till be entered the court-yard. 

I'he soldiers tiled off through the ^ate?, crossed th« 
bridge, and halted under the walls of Prague. Thd 
lines of the camp were drawn and fortified before th« 
evening; when they found full leisure to observe tba 
tnemy's strength. 

Russia seemed to have exhausted her wide regions, 
to people the narrow shores of the Vistula ; from east 
to we8t as far as the eye cmiWI reacli, her armies were 
stretched to the horizon. Sobie<«ki looked at them, and 
then on the handful of dauntless hearts, contained in the 
small circumference of the ^oli^h camp, and sighing 
heavily, retired into his tent : where he mixed his short, 
and startled slumbers, with frequent prayers for tho 
preservation of these last victims of their cViur j -y. 

The hours appeared to stand still. Several times h« 
rose from his bed and went to the door, to see whether 
the clouds wee tinged with any appearance of dawn. 
All continued dark. He again returned into hi» mar> 
que, and standing by the lamp which was nearly ex« 
hausted, took out his watch and tried to dif^tingui^h the 
points; but finding that the light burnt too feebly he 
was pressing the repeating spring-, which struck five, 
when the report of a single musket made him start. 

He flew to his tent door, and looking about him, saw 
that all in that quarter was at rest; then suspecting 
that it might be a signal of the enemy, he hurried to« 
wards the entrenchments,^ where he found the centinelt 
in perfedt security from any fears respecting the sound, 
as they supposed it J;o have proceeded from the town. 

Sobieski paid little attention to iheir opinions, but 
ascending the nearest bastion to take a wider survey, in 
a few minutes he discerned, though obscurely, through 
the faint gleams of morning, the whole host of Russia 
advancing in profound silence towards the Polish Uuea* 
The instant be made this discovery, be «ank« ^ovii\n ^^^ 
Ja$i so time in giving ordtrs for a deUuG«*, ^«c^ ^Yvo% 
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fftw fields which intervened between Prague and ViUa* 
now. *' 

Thaddeus wns met at the gate of the palace, by gene- 
ral Bijtziiu ; who bad already iearnt the fate of Prague, 
from the noise and flames in that quarter, and anticipa- 
ted the arrival ot some part of the victorious army be- 
fore the wallt> of Villanow. When the couat crossed the 
draw- bridge, be saw that thef worthy veteran had pre^ 
pared every thing for a stout reFistaTice; the rampart*, 
were lined^i'ith soldiers, and well mounted with artil? 
lery. 

''Here, my dear lord," cried he, as be ted the count 
up \fs the keep, '' let the worst happen, here I am re- 
aohed to dispute the possession of your grandfather's 
palace, till I have not*a man to stand by me!" 

TbaddeuK strained biui in silence to bis breast ; and 
then, after examining the force, and giving further orr^. 
ders for more commanding dispositions, he went to. the 
apartments of his mother. 

The countess's women who met bim in the vestibule, 
begged him to be careful how he entered her ladyship's 
room ; ,she lind but recently recovered from convulsions, 
into which she bad been thrown, on bearing the can- 
nonade against the Polish camp. Thaddeus waited for 
no more; but, regardless of their caution, threw open 
the door of the chamber, and hastening up to bis mo- 
ther's couch, cast himself into her arms. She clung 
round his neck ; and for a while, joy stopped her respi- 
ration, till burstinj^ into a flood of tears she wept over 
faim, incapable of expressing by words her tumultuous 
f^ratitude at again beholding bim alive. He looked ^Xi 
her altered and pallid features. . 

*' O ! ray riaother," cried he, clasping her to his breast, 
" you are ill ; and what will become of you!'' 

" My beloved son," replied she, kissing his forehead, 
through the clotted blood which oozed from a ctjt abovs 
his temple ; " my beloved son, before our cruel mur- 
derers can arrive, I shall have found a refuge in the bo- 
som of my God." 

Thaddeus could on!y answer with a groan. She re* 
turned. *' Give me your hand. I must not witaess the 
graiylson of Sobieski, given up to despair: let y^MS 
mother incite you to resignation, ^ow ^e.^* A \w5«i xx<A 
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covered with wonnUs." Assbe-epoke, sbe pointed to 
the gash and handkerchief, which were bourn) round his 
thigh and left arm- *' Our separation will not be long ; 
a few short years, perhaps hourS) may unite us forever 
in a betler world.'' 

The count wan still speechless ; be could only press 
ber hand to hi» lips. After pausing a moment, she pro« 
oeeded. 

'* Look up, m^y dear boy ! and attend to me. Should 
Poland become the property of other nations, I con- 
jure you. if you survive its fall, to ^eave it. When re- 
duced to slavery, it will be no longer an asylum for a 
man of honour. I beseech you, should this happen, go 
that very hour to £ogUnd : That is a free country ; and 
I have been told, the people are kind to the unfortunate* 
Tbaddeus ! Why do you delay to answer me? Bemem- 
Ver, these are your mother's dying prayers.'' 

** 1 will obey you.'* 

*^ Then,'' continued she, taking out of ber bosom a 
picture, ** let me tie this round your n«ck ? It is the 
portrait of your father.'' /fhaddeus bent bis head for* 
ward, and the countess fastened it under his waistcoat : 
v'* Prize this gift, my child ; it is likely to be all that you 
vill now inherit either from me, or that father. IVy to 
forget his injustice, my dear son ; and in memory of me 
never part with it. 1> ! Tbaddeus, since the moment 
in which 1 first received it, till this instant, it has ne- 
ver been from ray heart "* , ' 

'' And it shall never leave mine," answered be in a 
stifled voice, ^'whilst i have being." 

The countess was preparing to reply, when a sudden 
volley of lire arms made Thaddeus spring upon his feet. 
lUoud outcries succeeded. The women rushed into the 
apartment, screaming, •* The ramparts are storinetl I" 
and the nexi moment, that quarter of the building rock- 
ed to its foundation, fh** countess clung to the bosom 
of her son ; Tbaddeus clapped her close to bis breast, 
and casting up his petitioning eyes to heaven, ^^ O 
God !" cried be, ''can 1 not find shelter for my mother!'' 
^ Another burst of cannon was toilowed by a heavy 
erash, and the most piercing shrieks, echoed through 
the palace. '' All is lost!*' cried a aaVAiw^ vj^<> '«v.'^ 
poared for an inHHni at the room d'>or, aiwA vi^\\\-<>a»^. 

Thaddeus, averivheJuicd with desot^vt, ^tiaav'^'^^"^^ 



tword, wbich had fallen to the ground, 9tfd trjiugf 
** Mother, we will die together 1" would bare given 
ber one last and assuring embrace, when bis eyes met 
tbe dreadful sight of her before anxious features, no\? 
tranquillised iu death. She fell frooi bis palsied arms 
back on the sofa, and he stood gazing on her, as if 
struck by a power which bad benumbed all his faculties. 

The tumult in the palace increased every moment; 
but he heard it not, till Butson, followed by two or 
three of his soldiers, rqji into the apartBuent, cajling 
out, ** Count save yourself!" 

Sobieski still remained motionless. The general^ 
caught him by the arm, and throwing his mantle over 
the dead countess, hurried him almost unconscious, by 
an opposite door, through the state-cbambers, into ths 
gardens. 

Thaddeus did not recover his recollection, till h% 
reached the outward-gate; then, breaking from the 
hold of his friend, was returning to the sorrowful scene 
he had left, when Butsou, aware of his intentions, just 
stopped him time euougb, to prevent his rushing on 
the bayonetf) of a party of Russian infantry which was 
pursuing them at full speed. / 

The count now rallied bis distracted ^energies ; and 
making a stand with the general and his tbree Poles, 
they compelled this merciles(» detachment to seek retugft 
among the arcades of the building. 

Butzou would not allow his young lord to pursue 
these wretches ; but hurried him across the park. — He 
looked behind him ; a long column of fire issued from 
the south towers. Thaddeus groaned, *< All is indeed 
over !" and pressing bis hand on his forehead, in that 
attitude, followed the steps of the general towards the 
Vistula. 

From the wind being very high, the flame spread it- 
self over the roof of the palace, and catching at every 
combustible in its way, the Russians became so terrified 
at the quick progress of a fire, which threatened to 
consume themselves as well as their plunder, that they 
quitted it with precipitation ; and descrying the count 
and his soldiers at a little distance^ directed all their 
malice to that point: speedily overtaking him, they 
bloeked up the bridge by a {\\e ot i&^u vi\\.V^ ^\«.d ^Ikes, 
and not />nfy menaced tbe PoWnAets «.% \>^^^ ^^\«xa^^ 
kai derided theiroQeans ol defence* 
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. Sobieski, inJiSereiit alike to dang<»r and to Snsalts, 
•topped hLort to the left and roll<>\^'ed by his (riend, 
plunged into the .stream, amidst a shower of iiiiisket baUt 
from tbe enemy. In a few minutes he reached tbtr op« 
posite bank ; where he w«s assisted out of the river, by 
some of the weeping inhabitants of Warsaw, who bad 
beeo watching the expiring ashefi of Prague, and tht 
flames which were feeding on the boasted towets of 
Villanow. 

Emerged from tbe water, Thaddeus stood to regain 
his breath ; and leaning on the nboiiider of Butzou, b« 
pointed to bis burning palace, and «iaid, with a xiiiile of 
Bgony, '' See what a funeral pile, heaven has given to 
the maoes of my dear mother !'* 

The general did not speak ; RJr hip emotions choked 
him ; but motioning the two soldiers to proceed, he sup- 
ported the count into the citadel* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



From the termination o? this awful day, in wbich tt 
bnive and unhappy nation was consigned to slavery, 
Thaddeus bad been confined to bis apartment in the 
garrison. 

It was now the latter end of November. General 
Butzou, i^upposiug that the illness of bis lord might con- 
tinue some weeks, and feeling that no time ought to he 
lofit ; obtained bif) permission, and, quitting Warsaw, 
Joined prince Poniatowski, who was yet under arms, at 
the head of a few troops near Sachoryn. 

Meanwhile, the count Sobieski, finding himself tol- 
erably well restored, except in those wounds of the 
heart which only time can heal, was enabled to leave 
his room, and breathe a little fresh air on the ramparts* 
Hi*) first appearance was greeted by the officers, wiik 
melancholy congratulations ; but their replies soon dis- 
placed the faint jimile which he tried to spread over hit 
countenance ; and with a contracted brow, he listened 
to the following information. 

Prague had not only been razed to the ground ; bat 
upwards of thirty thousand persons, bpsides old men, 
women, and defenceless infants, had either perished by 
the jsword, or had been cast into the river, or into the 
flames. All the horror;) of Ismail had been reacted by 
Snworrow on the banks of the Vistula. The citizens of 
Warsaw intimidated by siicb n «[:e(!tacie, had assem- 
bled in a body, and, driven to desperation, repaired to 
the foot of the throne ; on their knees, they implored 
his majesty to for^t the conte«teil rights of his subjects; 
and, in pity to their wive? and children, allow them by 
a timelv submission to save those dear relatives frotn 

r 

Ignominy and cruelty which had been wreaked upon the 
inhabitants of Praiiue. Stani^lnus saw that opposition 
would be fruitless ; the walls of hi« capital were already 
surrounded by a traio of artillery, prepared to blow the 
town to atoms on the first command of the Russian 
general ; thrref«>re. with a deep sigh, he assented to the 
petition, and sent deputies to the enemy^s camp. 
'* And/* continued the oQi?-Px, *' Suwoirow, in re- 
pJj^f demands, that every tiian \u Pq\^w^, ^\«.\\ uoxck^- 
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\y sntrender his arms, but shall sue for p&rdon for the 
past ; and these conditions are consented to.'* 

*' They never shalKbe, by roe/' said Sobieflki ; and 
turning from his informer, be walked towards the royal 
palace, hardly knowing what were his intentions or 
what he bed elFe, to hope or fear. 

When his majesty was apprised that the young count 
Sobieski awaited him in the audience-chamber, he left 
his closet, where be had been musing alone, and entered 
the room. Thaddeus, wiib a swelling heart, would 
have thrown himself on his kneed; but the kin;* preven« 
ted him with emotion, and pressed him in his arms. 

*' Brave young man !*' cried he, in a faltering voice, 
" 1 embrace, in.you. the last of those Polish youth, whi»' 
where so lately the brightest jewels in my crown." 

Tears stood in the monarch-^fi eye.s, as he spoke; and 
Sobieski, with hardly a steadier utteraaqe, answered, 
** I come to receive your majesty's cotDmands. I will, 
obey them in all things, but in surrendering this sword, 
(which my grandfather be<)ueathed), into the bands of 
your enemies." 

" I will not desire you, my noble fricHd," replied 
Stanislaus; '* by my acquiescence with the terms of 
Russia, I only comply with the earnest prayers of my 
people; I dp not compel any. I shall not ask you to 
oetray your country ; but alas 1 you must not thro«r 
away your life in a now hopeless cause. Pate has con^ 
signed Poland to subjection ; and when heaven, in its- 
allwise, though mysterious decrees, confirms the dea- 
truction of kingdoms, man has no further duty than re- 
signation. For myself, I am ordered by our conque* 
ror, to bury my griefs and indignities in the eastle ot 
Grodno. 

The blood rushed over the cheek of Thaddeus, at this 
meek declaration of his majesty, to which the proud in- 
dignation of nrs soul could in no way sub.<>cribe ; with tt 
heated and agitated voice be exclaimed, <* If my sover- 
eign be already at the command of our oppressors, then 
indeed is Poland no more ! and I have nothing to do, 
but to perform the dying will of my mother. Will your 
majesty grant roe (Uprmission to set off for England, be- 
fore! can be obliged to witness this last calamity qCgqi<I 
wretched country ?" 

''J would to heavcDi" replied 1\« Vm^ ^^ >3b»\V^^ 

H % 
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might repose my age and sorroivs in thtX bappy Wing* 
dom ! Go Sobieskiy my prayers and btesftioga sbali f^ 
low you." 

Thaddeus pressed his majefsty's hand to his lips. 

<< Believe lue, my dear count/' continued Staoi!«1ait% 
<'my soul bieedflat this parting. I know the tre^surt 
which your family has always been to this nation: I 
know your own individual merit: I know the wealth 
which you have sacrificed for me, and my subjects ; atiA 
I am powerless to express my gratitude.^' 

'< Had I done any thing more than absolute duty,** 
replied he^ " such words from youi majesty's lips, would 
have been a reward adequate t(» evpry deprivation : but* 
«ila8, no ! I have perhaps performed lesi^ than my duty; 
the blond of a Sobieski nught not to have been spated 
one drop, when the liberties of his country perished I** 
Thaddeus blushed whilst he spoke ; and almost repeH« 
ted the too ready zeal of his friends, in having saved 
him from the general slaughter at Viiianow. 

The voice of the venerable Stanislaus became fainter* 
as he resumed — 

^' Perhaps, had a SobieRki reigned at this time, these 
horrors might not have been accomplished ; That ty- 
rannous power which has crushed my psofde, T cannot 
forget, was the same which put the sceptre into mf 
baud. Catharine misunderstood my principles : She cat' 
culated on giving a traitor to the Poles ; but, when she 
made me a king, she could not obliterate that stamp 
that the King of Kings had graved upon my heart : I 
believed myself to be his vicegerent', and, to the ut* 
most. I have struggled to fulfil my trust." 

'* Yes, my sovereign I" cried Thaddeus, '* and Wbilsl 
there remains one man on earth, who has drawn hff 
first breath in Poland, he will bear witness in all tlie 
lands through which be may be doomed to wander, thai 
he has felt from you the care and atfection of a father. 
O ! sir, how will future ages believe, that, in the midst 
of civilized Europ6,i a brave people and a virtuous moiH 
arch, were suffered uiiaided. undeplored, to fall into 
the grasp of usurpation and murder ?" m 

Stanislaus laid his hand on the arm of t)ie count, and 
with a languid smile gleaming from his eyes, which stilt^ 
fbetl benign lustre through his grey locks, he said — 
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tile eontemplatioR of yooth. 'Ton are learning your 
lesson early : I have studied mine for many years ; and 
with a bitterness of soul, which in some measure prepar- 
ed me for the completion. -My kingdom has passed 
from me, at the moment you have lost your country. 
Before we part forever my dear Sobieski, take with yoa 
ihis assurance, that you have served the unfortunate 
Stanislaus, to the latest hour in which you beheld him : 
what yon have just said, relative to the ftentioients of 
those who were my subjects, is indeed a balm to my 
heart, and f will earry its consolation with me to my 
prison.** ^ 

The king paused ; Sobieski, agitated and incapable 
of speafiing, threw bimseif at his majesty's feet, and 
pressed his band with fervency and anguish, to his lips. 
The king looked down at his graceful figure'; and pier« 
ced to the soul, by the more graceful feelings which dic- 
tated, the action, the tear which stood in his eye-led 
rolled over his cheek, and was followed by another, be- 
fore he could add. 

** Rise, my young friend, and take this ring. It con- 
tains my picture ; wear it in remembrance ofa man who 
loves you, and who never 'can forget your worth, or 
the Ipyalty and patriotism of your house.^ 

The chancellor at that moment being announced, 
Tbaddeus rose from his knee, and was preparing to leave 
the roooff, when his majesty perceiving his intention^ 
desired him to stop. 

'* Stay, count !'.' cried he, ** I will burthen you with 
one request. I am now a king without a crown, with- 
out subjects, witbo'.it a foot of land to bury me when I 
die : I cannot reward the fidelity of even one of the 
few friends of whom my enemies have not deprived me ; 
hut you are young, and heaven may yet smile upon yoa 
in some distant nation. — Will you pay a debt of grati- 
tnde for your poor sovereign ? Should you ever again 
meet with the good old Butzou, who rescued niie when 
ray life lay on the fortune uf a moment, remember, that 
I regard htm as the preserver of my existence ! He was 
then a private soldier in the Sobieski guards ; and when 
I offered to recompense htm by riches and honours, he 
only prayed to remain with his first patron. Y^c^vkovvM- 
ted him to the friend 'ihip of your granA^alViex, vi\\^\^* 
medistUly promoted him to the raak of gctiet^X o^^t V>a»x. 
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batttlioft. This brave man, I was told ihU^ morning, 
directly on the destruction of Prague, joined the armjr 
of my brother ; ubich being now diFbandad, with th« 
rest of my faithful saldiers h^ is cast forth in his old age,' 
on the bounty of a pitiless world. Should you ever meet 
with him, Sobieski. succour him for my sake.'* 

" A.fi heaven may succour me !" cried Thaddeus ; and 
putting his majesty^s band a second ti^ne to bis lips, ha 
bowed to the chanceltpr, and passed into the street 

When the count returned to the citadel, he found that 
all was as the king had represented, i'lie soldiers in 
the garrison were reluctantly preparing to give up their 
arms; and the nobles, in compassion to the cries of the 
people, were proudly trying to humble their neck^ id 
the yoke of the ravagcr. The magistrates lingered as 
they went to take the city keys from the handi»x>f their 
good king, who had so faithfully protected them ; and 
anticipated, with bitter si^shs, the moment in which they 
should surrender them and their rights into the power 
of Suworrow, and that ''foni wmnan of the norlh^^ who 
exulted in nothing more than Jevastation. 

Poland was now no place for Si^bieski. He had sur- 
vived all his kindred. He had survived the liberties of 
his country. He had beheld hi^ 1^'"^ ^ prii^oner; and 
his countrymen trampled on by deceit and cruelty.* As 
he walked on, musing over these circum>4tances he met 
with little interruption ; for the streets appeared deser- 
ted. Here and there, a poor miserable wretch passed, 
bim, who seemed by his wan cheeks and haeg-ird eye^i, 
already to repent the too successful ptayers of the depu- 
tation. The shops were shut. Thaildeus stopped a few 
minutes, in the great square, which used to be crowded 
with the happy citizens, but not one man was now to 
be seen. An awful and expecting silence reigned over 
all. He sighed, and walking down the ea«t-street,' as- 
cended that part of the ramparts which covered the 
Vistula. 

He turned his eyes to the spot, wher^ once stoqd the 
magnificent towers of his paternal paiade. 

" Yes," cried he, ** it is now time for me to obey the 
laFt command of my mother ! There is nothing remaitu 
of Poland, but its soil ! nothing of my home, but its 

The HuBsians had pitched a delQiC^xm^TiV i^l \.^T\v^^m^.<^v 
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I or Villaaow } anrl wereM this moment basy« 
Dffelves in searchi ag amongst .the stupendous 
18, for what plunder the fire mi;;ht have spared. 
IS gazed on the place, for nearly an hour, 
itiate robbers!" exclaimed bis tortured heart, 
ould only faulter with emotion ; " Heaven will 
his sacrilege." He thought on the countessy 
beneath the ruins, and tore him{»eif from the 
hilst ho added, *^ Farewell for ever; farewell 
>ved VilHinow, in whicl^ I have spent so many 
years ! I quit yon, and tny country, forever !'' 
•oke, he raided his hands and eyes to heaven, 
sing the picture of his mother to his lips and bo* 
tied from the parapet against which he had 
niog. and walked back to his chamber, deter- 

prepare that night, for his departure the next 

• 

ise by daybreak : and. having gathered together 
Itle wealth ; which consisted merely of the hus« 
*rm that be wore, a few rings, and pieces of gold, 
5 concealed with his linen in the portmanteau 

1 buckled on his hor^e ; precisely two hours be- 
triumphal car of general Suworrow entered 

, Sobieski left it ; bedewing its stones, as h« 
!r the streets, with his tears. Tbey were the 
: he bad shed, during the long series of his mis- 
; and they now flowed lo fast from bin eye8> 
:onld hardly discern his way out of the city, 
e great gate bis horse stopped, 
r Saladinl'' said Tbaddeus, stroking his neck. 
HI so sorry at leaving Warsaw, that like your 
' master, yon linger to take a last look !" 
tars Redoubled ; and the warden as he opened the 
id closed it after bim, implored permi<4sion to 
band of the noble count Sobieski, before he 
lis buck on Poland, never to return. Tbaddeus 
[indly round, and Khaking hands with the honest 
ter saying a few friendly words to him, rode on 
)itering step till he reached that part of the river 
ivides iVIasovia from the Prussian dominion<>. 
lie flung himself offhis horse, and standing for a 
on the hill that rises near the bridge, v«'.U«.^^^> 
aJoiftH blmdpd eyes, the long and v\eso\a\.^A \^tv^^ 
which be had passed ; thea 'mvoVauXa^t'j ^to^ 



pvag on his knees, he plucked a toft of ^raM, am! pre§- 
•ing it to his lips, czclaiiued, *' Far<;\veli PMand I Fare- 
well all fiiy hopes-^>t happiness?** 

Almost stilled by his rf^grets, be put this poor relic of 
his country into his bosom; and remounting his horsCt 
Crossed the bridg;e. 

As one, who in flying from any particular object, 
thinkd to lose himself and his sorrows, when it lessens 
to his view, S-bieski pursued the remainder of his jour- 
ney with a speed) which fioon brought him to Dantzic 

After having spt nt a few days in this town, by the 
help of much mental exertion, he regained some iimi- 
nes8 of mind. It wa» a calmnei^s of feeling, arising fron 
the conviction that his afflictions had gained their sum- 
mit, and that, however b^avy they were, heaven ba4 
laid them on him, as a trial of faith and virtue. Under, 
this belief, he ceased to weep ; but he never was seen to 
smile. 

When he had entered into an agreement with tlit 
master of a vessel, to carry him across the sea: he found^ 
from calculating the stren&^th of bis finances, that they 
would barely defray the charges of the voyage. Con- 
sidering these circumstances, it struck him, bow impot* 
flible it would be, to take bis horse with him to Eog* 
land. 

The first time this idea presented itself, it almost 
overset this new arranged philosophy. Tears would 
bave started into his eyes, had he not by force withheld 
them. 

** To part from my faithful Saladin," said he to him- 
self, <* that has borne me since I first could use a sword; 
, that has carried me through so many dangers; and haj ^ 
even come with me into exile ; it is painful, it is ungmte- i 
ful !** He was in the stable when this thought asrailed 
liim ; and as the reflections followed each oUier, he 
agair> turned to the stall ; '< But, my poor fellow, I will 
not barter your services for gi^ld. I will seek for .^orae 
roa»iter, who will be kind to you in pity to my misjor* 
tunes." 

He re-entered the hotel where he lodged, and calling 

a waiter, inquired who it wfm that occupied the tine 

mansion and park, on the east of the town. The mas 

replied^ " A Mr. llopelowxv. ^i\ ewvxwwA Bva^h uirr* 

c/iant, who hail been seU\tOi^Vl>'^^Vz^vtilw u^^ Vstv.^ 

yesirsJ ' 
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** T am glad he is an Englishman !" was the nentiment 
which ^uccfr«1o(l this information, In the dount's mind; 
' who imnietiiHtPly tHkint; his res^nlution, had hardly pre* 
pared to put it in execution, when he received a sutn* 
mons from the captain, to been board in half an houry 
ma the wind had set fair. 

Thaddeus, rather disconcerted by this hasty call 
Willi a depressed heart, wrote the following letter. 

<* To Joh'n Hopbtown, Ebcu 

"Sir! 

«* A Polish officer, who has sacrificed every thing bat 
bis honour to the last interests of bis eountryi now ad- 
dresses you. 

*< You are an Englishman ; and of whom can a vic- 
tim to the cau.se of freedom, with less debasement solicit 
an oblijsation ? 

** I cannot afford support to the horse which has car- 
ried m4f tbroutsb the battles of this fatal war. I disdaia 
to sell him : and therefore, I implore you by the respect 
that you pay t(» the memory of your ancestors, who 
itru^gled for, and retained that liberty, in whose de- 
fence we are thus reduced ! I jroplore you to give him 
in anylum in your park, and to protect him from in- 
jurious usage. 

*' Perform this benevolent action ^ sir, and you shall 
•ver be remembered with gratitude by an unfortunate. 

'^PoLANDBB. 

«J>an/0tc, iVorem^er, 1794." 

The count having sealed and directed this letter, went , 
Intothe hotel* yard, and ordered that his horse might b« 
brought out. Thefie few days of rest had restored him 
to his former mettle, and 4ie appeared from the stable, 
prancing, and pawing the earth as he used to do, when 
Thaddeus was going to mount him for the field. 

The groom was in vain striving to restrain the spirit 
•T the horse, when the connt took hold of bis bridle, 
The noble animal immediately knew hi$i mafster, and bc- 
•ame gentle as a lamb. A fter stroking him two or thre« 
times, wMh a bursting heart he retiirned \.\\p re\i\^ \v\V.o 
tkemBD^s bandf and at ike same time gfxvebim \.\i^\^V^«^ 



<^ There," said he, *< take that note, and the hone, 
directly, to the house ofiMr. Hepetown. Leave them; 
for the letter reqaires noVniwer." 

So saying, be walked out of the yard, towards tht 
^uay. The wind cootinutng fair, he entered tha fhip; 
and, within an hour, set sail for Bngland. 
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CHAPTEH IX. 

acsKT passed the greater part of each day, and the 
i of each night, on the deck of the vessel. H^ 
>o much absorbed in himself to receive any amus^ 
from the pagMsngers, who observing bis uielancho- 
lought to disperse it by their everlasting company 
anversation. 

len any of those officious people came upon deck| 
liked to the bead of the ship, took his seatupoo the 

which bound the anchor to tb^ forecastle; and 

their fears rendered him safe from their attacks, 
tndering with an aching heart upon what might ba 
oiisequence of his voyai^e, he gained some respite 
vexation, though none from misery, 
e ship having passed through the Baltic, and en- 

on the British sea, the passengers running from 
Lu side of the vessel, pointed out to Thaddeus the 
)t shore ol England lying like a hasy ridge along 
lorizon; the happy people, whilst they ((trained 

eyes through glasses, desired him to observe dif- 
L spots on the hardly perceptible line, which they 
I Fla'tiiborough Head, and the hills of Yorkshire* 
irned sick at all these objects of pleasure, for not 
>f them bad a corresponding feeling in his breast. 
ittd cottid be nothing to him ; if any thing, it 
1 prove only a desert wliich contained no one ob- 
3r his regrets or wishes. 

e image of Pembroke Somerset rose in his mind, 
the dim recollection of one who has been a long 
dead. Whilst be was with him at Yillanow, he 

him warmly : and when they parted they promised 
^respond. One day, in a pursuit of the enemy, 
deus bad been so unlucky as to lose his friend's 
!8S, which wsK In his pocket-book; but yet, uneasy 
» sikf oce> he had ventured two letters to him, di- 
i merely to Sir Itibert Soihersets, England. To 
, be received no answer, and the palatine, and the 
:ess, became so displeased with such neglect and 
titude. that tbey would not suffer h'lmtAV^ m«^- 
d io their presence ; and indeed T\i^^dkfe>», Itcsc^ 
^oiotment and regret, had no mcWoAVVon ^^ ^^ 

, X. I 
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Wben tlie count reroemberetl tbese'lbing^, he foQtiJ 
little comfort in recollpcting tbe name of that young 
Eii^ti^hman at tbi« period; anif now tbat be was vhiting 
England riithiM' as a poor exile, than as a powerful lord> 
-half ifuli^hant. but more grieved, he almost g^ave op 
the wish with the hope, of meeting Mr. Somerset. ^ 
felt, that Somerset -had not acted as the man must act, 
in whom he could apply in his distress ; and be resolved) 
untriended 89 he wa9, to think no more about him. 
'With a bitter sigh, he turned hie back on the land to 
which he was going, and fixed his eyes on that track of 
sea, which divided iiim from all that had ever given 
him di^Kgbt.. 

" Father of Heaven,'* murmured he, in a suppressed 
voice, '' what have I done, to deser^'e this misery? 
"Why have I been, atoneslroke. deprived of all tbat 
rendered existence estimable ? Two months ago, I had 
-a mother, a more than a father, to love and cherish 
me; I had a country, that looked upto them aod to my« 
•elf, 'W^Kh veneration and confidence: ndftr, I am bereft 
of all; I have neither father, mother, norcoutitry, hoi 
am going to a land of strangers!" 

Such impatient adjurations were never wrung Troin 
'Sobie«ki, by the anguish of sudden torture, without bit 
ingenuous and pious oiindreproacbtDg itself for repining. 
Bis soul was as -soft as a woman's; but it knew neither 
effeminacy, nor despair. Whilst his heart bled, his 
countenance retained its serenity. Whilst afBiction 
•crushed him to the earth, and nature paid a few hard 
wrung dr<ips to her expected dissolution, he contemned 
hi« tears, and raised bis fixed and tx>nfiding eye to that 
Power which poured down its tempests on his head. 
Thaddeus felt as a man, but received consolation as a 
christian. 

When the ship arrived at the mouth of the Thames, 
the eagerness of the passengers encreased to such -an 
excess, that they would not stand still, nor be silent a > 
aioment; and when the vessel, under fijll sail,. passed 
Sheerness, and the dome of St PauPs appeared before 
them, their' exclamations were loud atid incessant. 
'< My home! my parents! my wife! my friends!'* were 
the burthen of every tongue. 

Tbaddeus foiinA bis irritaVAe «^\t\\^^^«\xk JAalurhed; 
^ad risiof^ from U% seat, iie T«t.u«^ >asvQ\»Kr9t4\>^ ^^^ 
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jp^le^ wbo were too bappy to attend to any thing for- 
eign to their own transporU. The cabin was aa desert* 
ed a$ himself. Feeling that there is no solitude like that 
of the heart, when it looks around, and sees in the vast 
eoocaurse of human beings, not one to whom it can 
pour forth its sorrows or receive the answering sigh of 
sympathy, he^thcew hirn«elf pn one of the lockers, an4 
with diffiulty resttained the tears from gushing out of 
his eyes. He held liis band over them, and condemned 
Jiimseif for a weakness so unbecoming his character. 

He despised himi<ell'; but let not others despise him. 
It is difficult for those who are in prosperityt who lie 
morning and evening in the lap of indulgence, to con- 
ceive the misery of being thrown out into a bleak and 
merciless world : it is impossible for the happy man, 
lorrounded /hy luxury and gay companions, to figure 
to himself the reflections of a fellow creature, who has 
been fostered in^he bosom of affecti<in and elegance, cast 
at once from society, bereft of h^>nie, of comfort, of 
^tcery siay^ lare innocence and Heaven.^ None but the 
wretched can imagine what the wretched endure, from 
adtudi distress, from apprehended misfortiTne, from out* 
faged feelings, and ten thiMisand nameless HeuHibilities 
to injury, which only the unfortunate can conceive, 
dread, and experience. 

.^uch were the anticipating fears of the coiH^t, Books 
and report, had led him to respect the Knglisb: Pem- 
broke Somerset at one time, would have taught hiui to 
love them.; but the nearer be adviniced toward.^ the 
ihore^.the remembrance that it was from this country 
his father ciune ; (an idea of. whom never crossed him^ 
that he did not bani.ih it with horror;) this thought, 
made him doubt the humanity of a people, of which his 
own parent, and forgetful friend, were so detestable a 
fpecimen. 

The noi.<e redoubled above his head : and in a few 
minute<> afterwards, one of the sailors came rumbling 
down tbe otairs. 

** Will it please your honour,'' said he, *' to get up? 
That be my chest, and t want my clothes to clean my- 
self before I go on shore : mother, I know, be waiting 
for me at Black wall." 

Tbaddpn.9 rose, and seeing that c\uiei V7a% xvaV Vi\ii^ 
Amndaoy where, aseejided to the-de«k« 
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. On coming up the batchway, be taw that the shi^ 
had cast anchor in the inidst of a lar^e city, environed 
by myriads of veS8eU, from every quartet* of the globe. 
Sobieski leaned over the railing, and in silence looked 
down on the other passengers, who were bearing off in 
boats and shaking hands with the people that came to 
receive them. 

*' It is near dark, sir ;'' said the captain, " mayhap 
you would like to go on shore? There is a boat just 
come round, and the tide won't serve much longer ; and 
JM your friends don't seem to he coming for you, you 
mre welcome to a place in it with me." 

The count thanked him ; and after defraying the ex* 
penses of the voyage, and giving half a guinea amongst 
the seameny be desired that his portmanteau might be 
put into the wherry. The honest fellows, in gratitude 
to the bounty of their passenger, struggled who sheuld 
obey his commands ; when, during their contention and 
pulling at the baggage, the captain, angry at being 
detained, snatched it from between two of them, who 
in kindness to its master, were almost tugging it asun- 
der, and flinging it into the boat, leaped in after it, and 
was followed by Thaddeus. 

The taciturnity of the sailor, and the deep melancho* 
ly of his guest, did not break the silence till they had 
reached the l^ower stairs. 

*' Go Ben, fetch the gentleman a coach.*' 

The count bou ed to the captain, who gave the order; 
and in a few minutes, the boy came back with the in- 
telligence that there was one in waiting; he took up the 
portmanteau, and Thaddeus followed him to the Tower 
gate, where the carriage stood. Ben threw in the bag- 
gage : The count put bis foot on the step. 
• " Where must the man drive to?" 

Thaddeus drew it bnck again . 

*' Yes sir,'* continued the lad, <' where is your hon- 
our's home?" 

** In my grave," was the response his aching heart 
made to this question. He hesitated before he spoke. 
** An hotel,'' said he, flinging himself on the sest, and 
throwing some silver into the sailor's hat. 

" What hotel, sir?" asked the coachman. 

The man eland tb« door, mouulQ^ \u« >qvs.^ «^^ 
drove offi 
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tt wa« now near 8evm' o'clock, of a dark December 
•vening The lamps were lit; and it being Satui'lay 
ni^ht the streets were crowded with people. Tbaddpua 
looked at them a;: he drove along; *' Happy creatures!** 
ttionvfat he, " you have each a home to go to ; you have 
each, expecting friends t# welcome you : every one of 
you, knows some fellow bein^ io the wortd. that will 
wtnWp when yon enter ; whilf<t I, unhappy man! am in- 
HiUed from every social comfort. Wretched, wretched 
Sobieski ! where are now all thy highly prised treasusies? 
thy boasted glory? and those beloved friends, who ren- 
dered that glory most precious to thee? Alas't all are 
withdrawn : vanished like a dream of enchantment, from 
which I have awakened to a frightful solitude'* 

Hh refiections were broken, by the stopping of the 
carriage. The man opened the door. 

** Sir, I have brought you to the Ffummums, Covent 
Garden ; it has as good accommodations as any in town. 
My fare is five fhillings." 

Thaddeus gave the demand, and followed him and his 
baggage into the coffee-room. ' At the entrance of a 
man of his figure, several waiters presented themselves*, 
begging to know his commands. 

** I want a chamber." 

He was immediately ushered into a very handsome 
dining-room, where one of them laid down the portman- 
teau, and then bowing low, inquired whethe^ he had 
dined. ^ 

Tbe waiter having received his orders, (for the count 
saw that it was necessary to call for something,) has- 
tened into the kitchen to communicate them to the cook. 

*' Uupon my soul, Betty,*' cried he, " you must do 
Tour best to-night, for the chicken is for the finest look- 
Htg fellow you ever set your eyes on. By heaven. I 
believe him to be some Russian nobleman; perhaps the 
great Suworrow himself 

*' A prince, you mean, Jenkins!'* said a pretty girl, 
\?ho entered at that moment; •* since I was born, l 
pever see'd any Englihh lord walk up and down a room 
with such an air: he looks like a king : ror my pnrt/ X 
should not wonder if he was one of the emigrant kings, 
for they say, there is a power of them uovj yj^w^^xVw^ 
about tire world," 

*♦ You talk like a fool; Sally," ^\t\ \.\ie «»^Vi\iXN^«^'«^ 
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*< Dba'i yoa see thtt his dfess is military f "Lock at his 
blacic cap, with its long bag and great feather; and the 
mopstrous sabre at his side; iouli at them, and then if 
you can, say I am mistaken in pronouncing that he is 
•ome commander in the Russian army, most likely 
come over as ambassador!" 

*< But he came in a hackney-coacht" cried a little 
dirty boy in the corner. << As I was running up stain 
with colonel Leoson'sshoes, I see'd the coachman bring 
in bis portmauteau." 

**YVeil, Jackanapes, what of that?" cried Jenkins, 
'* is a nobleman always to carry bis equipage about with 
him, like a snail with its shell on its back ? To be 9ure» 
this Russian lord, or prince, is only come to stay here, 
^ill his own house is fit for him. I will be civil to him/' 
'< An so will I, Jenkins," rejoined Sally, emiliugt 
**' for I never see'd such handsome blue eyes in my born 
days ; and they turned so sweet on me, and he spoke 
so kindly, when he bade me stir the, fire ; and when he 
sat down by it. and .throw'd off bis great fur cloak, he 
showed a glittering star, and a figure so noble, that, 
indeed cook, I do verily believe he is, as Jenkins saysi 
an enthroned king !" 

*'^ You and Jenkins be a pair of fools." cried the cook, 
who. without noticing their description, had been suiki* 
ly baistiitg the fowl ; '* I will be sworn, he's just such 
another king, as that palavering rogue was a French 
duke,^ who got my roaster't) watch, and pawned it i As 
lor you, Sally, you had better beware of bunting after 
foreign men folk ; it's not seemly for a young womaui 
and you may chance to rue it " 

The moralizing cook, had now brought the wbola 
kitchen on her shoulders. The men abused her for a 
surly old maid , and the women tittered, whilst they 
seconded her censure, by cutting sly joke^i on thebiush* 
ing (ace of poor Sally, wh6 stood almost crying, by the 
side of her champion Jenkins. 

Whilst this hubbub was going forward below stairs, 
its unconscious subject, was, as Sally bad described,, 
sitting in a chair close to the fire with bis feet on the 
lender, his arms folded, .and his eyes bent on the flames. 
iBe mused ; but his ideas followed each other in such 
quick and confused succession, ihat U hardly could be 
mid be thought of any^ th\n|^. 
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' The entrsnee of dinner rnuseil him from his reverie. 
It was carried iti by at least Haifa dr>2en waiters.— The 
count bnd been go accui^tomed to numerous suit of atteii« 
ilants^ that he did not observe the parceling out of bit 
temperate meal : one bringing in the fowl, another ihm 
bread, his neighbour, the sol iWy plate; and the rest in 
like order : so solicitous were the male listeners in thtt 
kitchen, to see this w^nnderful Russian. 

Thadddeus partook but liirhtiy of the refreshments 
Being alrertdy fatigued in body, and dizzy with the 
motion of the vessel, as soon as the cloth was withdrawn, 
lie ordered a night candle, and desired to be »hown to 
his chamber. 

Jenkins, whom the 8lti;ht of the embroidered star had 
confirmed in his decision that the foreigner must be a 
person of c«»n«equence, with encrea^ed agility whipped 
op the portmanteau, and led the way to the sleeping 
rooms. Here, curiosity put on a jntw form ; the womeQ 
servants, determined to have their wishes gratified as 
Well ati. the men, had arranged themselves on each side 
of the passage through which the count must pass. At 
8o strange an appearance, Thaddeus drew back ; but 
supposing that i^ might be a custf>m of the cnurtry, he 
proceeded through this fair bevy, and bowed hs he walk- 
ed along, to the iow curtsies which tbey continued to 
make, till he entered bis apartment, and closed the 
door. ^ 

The unhappy are ever restless : they hope in every 
change of situation, to experience some alteration in 
their feelings. Thaddeus felt too miserable awake, not 
to view with eagerness, tbe bed, whereupon he trusted 
that, for a few hours at least, he mi^ht lose bis con* 
Kioasness to suffering, with its remeii>brance. 

When he awoke in the morning, hit head ached, and 
be opened his eyes as un refreshed as when he had lain 
down ; he undrew the curtain, and saw from th^ strengtit 
of tbe lUhi, that it must be mid-day. He got up, and, 
having dres«)ed himself, descended to the sitting room, 
wfa^re he found a good fire, and tbe breakfast things al- 
ready placed; he rang the belt, and walking to the 
ivindo\^ to observe tbe appearance of the morning: ti 
heavy snow had fallen during the night; and 1V\*. %vv^s 
ascended to Ub meridian^ shone, ihrow^Vi ^\\eW\\^^* 
mospbere, like a hail of fire} all »eevxx«^ ^otfi^^^tCt^^ 
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Without ; ahcl turning back to the tntm benlb that 
was blazing at the other end of the room, be was re- 
■eating himself, when Jen kinst brought in the tea-urn. 

** I hbpe my lord," said the waiter, ^' that your bird* 
ship slept well tailfni^bt." 

'* Perfectly, I thank you." replied the county mt* 
mindful that the man had addressed bini according t» 
bin rank ; **■ when you come to remove these tbiogt*^ 
bring me my bill/' 

Jenkins bowed and withdrew. aoBgratntating himself 
on his dexterity in. having saluted the Russian noble* 
nan according to his title.. 

During the ab«ence of the waiter, Tbaddens thought 
H time to exaoiiBB th^ state of bi« purse.. He well re- 
collected bow be bad paid Jit Dantzic ; and from th^ 
style in which he was serveil here, he did- not doubt, 
but that to defray what he had contracted, would near- 
ly eiiiaust his all. He emptied the contents of- his pock* 
et, into his band ; a guinea, and nineteen 8biilingf>» 
were all that he possessed ; a flui^b of terror suflfu.oi'd 
itself ovev his face; be had never known the want of 
money before, and be trembled now, for fear the cbargt 
«bould.exceed his means of pay m^nt^ 

Jenkins entered with the bill. On the count's exam* 
ining it. he was pleaded to find, that it amounted to do 
more than the^ only piece of gold which his purse eon* 
tkined. He laid it down on the tea-board^ and puttin§ 
half a crown into the band of Jenkins who appeared 
waiting for sometbing, wrapped bis cloak round bioi) 
and was walking out of the jroom. 

<' I suppose, my lord,*' cried Jenkins pocketing thd 
money with a smirk, and bowing with the things in his 
bands ; <^ we are to have tbejionour of seeing your lord* 
ship again, as you leave your portmanteau behind you ?** 

Thaddeus hesitated a few seconds, then again moving 
towards the door, fiaid, '^ I will send for it,'* 

•• By what name ray lord iV 

»* The count Sobienki." 

Jenkins- immediately set down the tea-board, and hur- 
rying after Tbaddeu.q. along the passage and through 
the coffee-room, darted before him. and opi^ning tha 
door fnr him to go out, exclaimed loud enough for eve- 
ry body to her, '< Depend upou U, cooAi Sohieski^ I 
ni take care of joar lordilu^^ V)^!^^;^^."^ 
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Tbaiicieus, rather displeased at bis noisy officiousoesif 
oa\y bent bis head, and proceeded ioto the street. 

The air was piercing cold ; and on his looking around, 
he perceived by the disposition of the square in which 
he was, that it mu8t be a market place. The booths 
and stands were covered with snotv ; whilst parts of 
the pavement were rendered nearly impasFable, by the 
heaps of black iee/wbich the market people the prece- 
dinjg; day, had shoveled up out of their way. He now 
recollected that it was Sunday, and consf^quently, the 
improbability of finding any lod(^ing«< on that day. 
, He stood undf r the piaszas for two or three minutes, 
bewildered on the plan he should adopt : to return to 
the hotel for any purpose but to sleep in the present 
state of bis finances would be imnossible t be therefore 
gave himself up, inclement as the season was, to walk 
about the streets till night; when he w^ould go back to 
the Hummums to his bed-chamber; and in the morning 
quit, it for a residence more suitable to the reduction of 
bis fortunes 

The wind blew a keen north-east, with a violent 
shower of sleet and rain ; 3'et such was the abstraction 
of bis mind, that he hardly observed its bitterness, but 
walked on carefess whither his feet led him, till h« 
stopped opposite to St. Martin's church. 

*' God is my only friend," said he to himBelf, ** and 
in his house I shall isurely find shelter T' 

He turned up the steps, and was entering the porch; 
when he met the congregation thronging oat of it. 

" Is the !«ervic<>t over?'* he inquired of a decent look* 
ing old woman who was passing hitfi down the stairs. 
The woman started at this question asked her In Knglish, 
by a person whose' dress was i^o completely that of a 
foreigner. He repeated it : and she, smiling and curt* 
syiiig, replied. — 

** Yes sir, and I am sorry for it. Lord bless your 
handsome face, though you be a foreign gentleman, it 
does one's heart good to fee you so devoutly given T*' 

Thaddeue blushed at this personal compliment, though 
it came from the lips of a wringled old woman, and bag- 
ging permission to assist her down the stairs, he asked 
when service begun again. 

** At three o'clock sir; and may Vve!)LN«ik \Afc» ^^ 
mother who bote so pious a son V ^ 
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. As the poor woman ipoke, she raUed her ^yetWith 
h. melaDcholy resignation. The couut touched wiUi her 
words and manner, almnst tinc()n«ciou«ly to himself, 
continued by ber side as ^he hobbled down the street. 

Hifl eyes were fixed on tbe ground, till as he walked 
forward; somebody prest^in^ aj^ainst him, made him look 
round ; be saw that his-aged compadion bad juitt knock- 
ed at tbe door of a mean looking bouse, and that he 
and she were surrounded by nearly a dozen people be- 
frdes hoys, whj)« through curiosity* had followed them 
from the church porch. 

" Ah ! sweet sir.*' cried Ae, " these folks are staring 
to see so fine a gentleman taking notice of age and po7- 
•rty.*» 

Tbaddens felt unea^^y at the inquisitive gase of some 
•f the by-standers ; and \iin companion observing it by 
the fluctuations of his countenance, added, as the door 
was opened by a little girl ; 

** Will your honour walk in out of the rain, and warm 
yourself by my poor fire?'* 

He hesitated a moment ; then aecepting her invita- 
tion, bent his head to get under the humble doorway; 
and following through a neatly sanded passage, entered 
a. small but clean kitchen. A little boy, who was sit^ 
iing on a stool near the fire, uttered a scream at the 
•ight of a»'tranger; and running up to his graodmo- 
f her, rolled himself round in her cloak, crying out ; 

** Mammy, mammy, take away that black man !*' 

** Be quiet, William ; it is a gentleman, and no' black 
man. I am so ashamed, sir; but he is only three years 
old.'» 

'*I should apoligize to you,*' returned tbe count, 
smiling, *< for introducing a person so -hideous, m to 
frighten your family.'' 

By the time he finished speaking, the good dame had 
pacified the screaming child, who still st«>od trembling 
aJkl looking askance at the tremendous black gentleman, 
as he stroked the head of his pretty sister. 

** Gome here, my dear !" said Thaddeos, seating 
bimselt by the fire and stretching out his hand to the 
child. It instantly buried its head in Us grandmother^ 
apron. 

*• William I Williara I" crxed V\\s %\f1w, ij^Uln^ hia 
i^T th9 arm, " the genUemau wvW i^oV ^^^ ^^*^* 
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^tbe boy agaift lifted up bis bead. Tbaddeos tbreir 
i>ack his long rablecloak, and taking off bis cap. wbose 
bearse-like plumes he thought, might have terrified the 
child, he lata M^on the ground, and agpio stretching 
forth both his arms, called to the boy to come to him* 
Little William now looked Dtedfastly in his face, and 
tbeb o^^he cap, which he had laid beside him : and 
then, whilst he graisped his grandmother's apron with 
one hand, he held uut the other, half assured j|||ward8 
the count. Tbaddeus immediately took it an^^Vessiug 
it softly, pulled him gently to hiro, and placing him on 
•bis knee, ''My little fellowf^ said he, kissing him« 
•* you are not fpgbtened uow ?'' 

" No," said the child, ** I see you are not the ugly 
'^laek man that takes away naughty boys. The ugly 
black man has a black face, and snakes on his head; 
-4>ut these are pretty eui-ls!*' added he laughing^ and 
-putting his little fingers, through the thick nuburn hair 
which hung in neglected masses over the forehead of 
the count. 

*< I am ashamed your honoui^honld sit in a kitchen," 
Tejoined 4he old lady ; ** but I have not a fire in any 
H>ther room.** 

*' Yes," said her ^rand-daughter, who was about 
twelve years old, ** grandmother has a nice firet floor 
lip stairs ; but because we have no lodgers, there be no 
Hre there.*' 

* Be -silent, Nanny Robson,»V said the dame, **your 
pertnessteazes the gentleman.'' 

" O, not at all." cried Tbaddeus, «* I ought to thank 
4icr, for she informs mk that you have lodgings to let ; 
^ill yoa allow me to engage them ?'' 

<' You sir,*' cried Mrs. Kobson, thundeiptruck, <* for 
mrhat purpose? Surely so noble a gentleman would not 
•liire in such a place as this ?'* 

'* I would, Mrs. Robson, I know not where I could 
4ive with more comfort ; and where comfort is, my gA>d 
madam, what signifies the costliness or plainness of 
ihe dwelling." 

«* Well 8ir, if you be indeed serious? but I cannot 
i^hink you so; you are certainly making a joke of me, 
^orm'y boldness in asking you into my piwt I^Q»%fc." 

" Upon ay hoDoar, I am not, Mr*."Rr>V>%ot\. \vjc«^\ 
gM/jr be your lodger, if you \«UV tAtMX ia^\ «ft^^ 
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MnViBCti you that I am in earnest, uiy portmani|ptt 
fhall this moment be bront^ht here." 

*< Welt sir/' resumed ^he, I shall be honoured in hav- 
ing yon in my hou$»e ; but I have no MtUft for any on^ 
but yourself, not even for a servant'' 

** I have no servant.'* 

'* Then, I will wait on him grandmother^'^Hried the 
little Nanny, *^ do let the gentleman have them, 1 am 
flure ^|k>ok8 honesst.*' 

Tl^^d woman coloured at this last observation of 
the child, and proceeded 

*' Then sir, if you sl|§uld not disdain the rooms when 
you see them, I shall be too happy in having so good a 
gentleman under my roof. Pardon my boldness, sir; 
but may I ask ? I think by your dress, you are a for- 
eigner i*'* 

*' I nm," replied Thaddeus, the sweetness which play- 
ed over his features contracting into a gloom ; '' if you 
have not an objection to take a stranger within your 
doors, from this hour, I shall consider it as my home?" 

** As your honour pisses," said Mrs. Robson, *« my 
• terms are half-a*guinea a week, and I will attend on 
you as though you were my own son ; for I cannot for- 
get, evcelleot young gentleman ! the way in which we 
first met." 

'* Then I will leave you for the preFent." returned 
he, rising, and putting down the little William, wbo 
had been amusing himself with examining the silver 
points of the star of St. Stanislaus, and wnuld hardly 
ilow quit hi« knee : '< In the mean whiie,^' said he, 
•< my pretty friend," stooping to the child. ** let this 
bit of silver/' 'was just mounting to bis tongue, as be 
had already put his band in his pocket to take out half . 
a crown ; when he recollected that his necessities 
would no longer admit of such gifts, and dfawing his 
hand back with a deep and bitter si^^h, he touch'^d the 
bdy's cheek with his lips, and added, ''let this kiss re* 
mind you of ydur new friend.'* 

This was the* first instance in the life of Sobieski, 

that his generous spirit had ever been restrained ; and 

he felt it with a pang, for the poignancy of which h« 

could not account. 

He bad been accustomed to an ei\s\.^i\ti« %^^TvV\Ti^cU 

ofmuDWeeace, His graadfalViefi ^Q\a^Q« ^wk%V5a» ^v^Nssbl 



of tiie onfcappf ; his grandfather's pane, a treasury tof 
tb#unfortunate. Tbe soal of Thaddeus did not degenen 
nite from his noble relative : his generosity, begiui in 
iDcIioatioA, Wito nurtured by reflection, and etrengthenf- 
ed with a daily exercisei that rendered it a habit of bii 
nature. Want never appeared before him, without 
i(Dparti^sucb syinpathetic emotion to his excellent 
heart, tRt he rested not till he had administered every 
comfort in the power of wealth to bestow. His com- 
passion and his purse were the substance and shadow of 
each other. The poor of his country thronged from eve- 
ry part of the kingdom, to recei|p pity and relief at his 
hands. With these houseless wanderers, he peopled 
the new villages which his grandfather had caused to b^ 
erected in the midst of lands, which in former times ha«| 
been given up to wild beasts and desolation. Thaddeui 
participated in the happiness of these grateful tenants ; 
and many were the old men, whose eyes he had seen 
closed in thankfulness and peace. These honest pea- 
Mats, even in their dying moments, wished to give up 
that life in his arms, which he had rescued from rnisery. 
He has visited their cottage, he has smoothed their pil- 
low, he has joined in their prayers, and when their last 
sigh came to his ear, he has raised the weeping family 
from the dust with pious exhortations, and his kindest 
assurances of protection. How often has the countess 
clasped her godlike son tt> her breast, when after tt 
scene like this, he has returned home, the tears of the 
«lying man and his children yet wet upun his hand ! how 
often has she strained bim to her heart, while floods of 
rapture have poured from her own eyes ! Heir to the 
first fortune in Poland, he scarcely felt the means by 
which be bestowed all these benefltt ; and with a soul 
as bounteous as heaven bad been munificent to him,, 
wherever he moved he shed smiles and gifts around bim. 
How frequently has be said to the paVpitine, when his 
carriage- wheels were chaseil by tbe thankful oKiltitude; 
*' O, my father ! how can I ever be suflSciently grate- 
ful to God, for the happiness which he hath allotted ta 
me. In making me the dispenser of so many blessings!' 
Tbe gratitude of these people, overpowers and humbles 
me in my own eyes : What have I done to b« ^o «<GEk\- 
nently favoured of heaven ? I tremble vuYieiv \ ei^TK^* 
ge/ftbe qu^stioa/^ *' You may tcwible, W'^l i»%?c\wJ3 ^"^ 
VojL. J. K 
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f^splied his grandfather, *< for indeed the trial is aaevciv 
one : prosperity, like adversity, is an ordeal of our ^n^ 
duct. Two roadb are before the rich man ; vanity or 
virtue : You have chosen the latter, and the best ; and 
may heaven ever bold you in it.! May heaven ever keep 
your heart generous and pure I Go on, my 'dear Tbad" 
■deus, as yuu have corameuced, and you wili^id that 
your creator hath bestowed wealth upon y^^ not for 
what you have done^ but as the means of evincing how 
^eli you would dispense the gift." 

This was the fortune of Thaddeus ; and now, he who 
had scattered thousai^ without counting them, drew 
back his haiid with a sensation something like h<>rror at 
his own injustice, when he was going to give away one 
little piece of M-ilver, which he might want in a day or 
4woir to defray »oiue •iiuli?<pensabl« debt, 

<* Mrs. Robson." baid he. as he replaced his cap upOB 
hlbhead, ** i shall return before it be dark." 

^* Very weU, sir." and opening the door for him, be 
went out into the lane. 

Ignorant of the town, and thanking Providence for 
having prepared him an asylum, be directed his course 
towards Charing Cross. He looked about him, with 
a deepened sadness ; the wet and plashy state of the 
Streets, gave to every object so comfortless an appear- 
.ance, that he could bcarcely believe he was in that Lon- 
don, of which he had read with so much delight. — 
Where were those magnificent buildingg, be expected 
to see in the emporium of the world ? Where that clean- 
linesSi and those tokens of greatness and splendour, 
which had been the ad nu ration and boast of travellers? 
He could no where discover them ; alt seemed to him, 
like a. dark, gloomy, mean-looking city. 

Hardly heeding whither he went, he approached the 
horse-guards ; a view t)f the park, as it appears through 
the wide p<»Fch, ^roml^d him less unpleasantness than 
the dirty pavement, and he turned in, taking his way 
along the bird-cage walk. 

The trees, stripped of their leaves, stood naked and 
dripping with melted snow. The season was in unison 
with tbe count's fate* He was taking the bitter wind 
for his repast, and quenching his thirst with the rain 
that Ml on Iiii^ pale and feverish lip : he felt the cut- 
ting blast ejater his brc^sl *, b^hOl s\»it\X.w^>»a ^^^\\^ \j^ - 
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IDBptl the tears wliicb were rising ffdm his heart) h» 
walked faster, but in spite of bim«$eir, the drops mingled 
vith the wet that trickled from his cap down on hi<a face. 
One melancholy thuught introduced another, tiil hit 
agitated soul lived over again, in memory, every ca- 
teuii'ty which had reduced him from happiness to mise- 
ry. Tv^d or three heavy and convulsed sighs followed 
these reflections ; and quickening bis pace, he walked 
once or twice quite round the park : the rain had now 
teased, and hardly observing any body that passed, he 
threw himself down upon one of the chairs, and sat in 
a musing posture, with bis eyes fiiied on the opposite 
tree. 

A sudden sound of voices approaching, roused him; 
and turn tiig his eyes, be saw that the speakers were two 
young men whom be judged by their dress, must belong 
to the regiment of the centinel who was patroling at the 
end of the mall. 

" By heavens, Berrfngton," cried one, '* it is the best 
shaped boot I ever beheld ! I have a good mind to ask 
him whether it be English make?'' 

** And if it be," replied the other, with a sneer, '' you 
must ask him who made his legs, that you may send 
yours to be mended.** 

*^ Who the devil can see my legs through that hoot ?" 

** Oh ! if to hide them, be your reason, pray ask him 
immediately.*' 

'^ And so I will, for I think the boot damned hand- 
some." 

At these words, he was making up towards Sobieski 
with two or three long strides, when his companion pul- 
led him back. 

** Surely, Harwold, you will not act so ridiculously? 
He appears to be a foreigner of rank, and be may take 
affront and knock you down " 

** Curse him and his rank too ; be m some paltry emi^ 
grant, IwaiTant, and may the devil fly away with my 
legs if I don't ask him who made hif) hoots!" 

As he spoke be would have dragged his companion 
along with him, but Berrington broke from his arm, and 
the fool t who now thought him<!elf dared to it, hust:«>d 
up close to the chnir, and bowed to ThaiWe^^, y«Vv^ 
(hardly crediting that be could be \\\^ %\jtey cX <A Vicv^ 
dialogue) returned the salutaUoii mtii>co\A:\i«^^^^^^ 



iia 

^ 'Haivrdld loolE«d a little cottfoufldftd at this taaoiSttf 
demeanor, and whilst his face for once in his life blasb- 
ed at his own insolence, he roared out as if in defiance^f 
•11 bhame ; 

'« Pray sir, vihen did you get your boots?" 

** Where I got my sword, sir/' replied Thaddens 
calmly , aod, risiag from his seatf he darted hU eyes 
disdainfully on the coxcomb, and walked slowly down 
the mall. Surprised and fihooked at such behaviour in a 
^ritii^h o£Scer, as he moved away, he distinctly heard 
]Berrin^ton laughing ahmd, and ridiculing the astonisb- 
nent and set^own air of his impudent associate. 

This incident did not so much rufBe the temper of 
Thaddeus, as it amazed and perplexed him. 

** Is this a specimen,'* thdught he, *^ of a natioa, 
which on the continent is venerated for courage, man- 
liness, and generosity ! Welt, I find I have much to 
learn. I must go through the ills of life, to eatiraata 
inyself thoroughly ; and I must stttdy mankind in them* 
aelves, and nut in their history, to have a true know- 
ledge of what they are." 

This strange rencontre was of service to him, bydi* 
verting his mind to another channel, than the intense 
contemplation of bis situation ; and as the dusk drew 
ouy he turned his steps towards the Hummums. 

On entering the coffee room, he was met by theobse* 
quioos Jenkins, who being told by Thaddeua that he 
vranted his baggagt^ and a carriage to be sent for, went 
for the things himself, and sent a boy for a coach. ' 

A man dressed in black, was standing by the cbirn* 
ney, and seemed to be eyeing Thaddens* as he walked 
up and down, with great attention. Just as he bad 
taken another turn, and drew near him^ the stranger 
accosted htm rather abruptly. 

<' Pray, sir, are there any news stirring abroad ? yon 
seemt sir, to he come from abroad ?>' 

*' None, that I know, sir." 

*' Bless me^ that's strange. I thought, sir, you cama 
from abroad, sir; from the continent, from Poland^ 
air ? at lea^^t the waiter said so, air." 

Thaddeus coloured ; <•' The waiter, sir?*' 

<* I mean sir continued the gentleman, visibly coafu* 
"fed at the' dilemma, into wh\c\i Vie Vi^l^ Wo\i^\. V&v&%<«\C^ 
f* tb» waiter aiud you w«e a. counX, ivt \ ^"SqVv^ t^^nx. 



It teiitt the eottiit Sobieski ! Hence I concliideif tliat jua' 
are from Poiand. if I have offended , I beg pardon sir ;: 
bul in these limes we are anxioas for every intelligence.'* 

Thaddeus made no other reply^ than by a slight in- 
elination of his head ;. and walking forward to see 
whether the coach were arrived, he thought, whatever- 
travellers bad related' of the English, they were the 
most impertinent race of people in the world. 

The stranger would not be contented with what he 
bad already said; but plucking op new courage, pursued' 
the count to the glass door through which he was look- 
ing) and resumed. 

<< I believe sir, T am not wrong y you are the count 
Sobieski ; and I have the honour to be now speaking 
with the bravest champion of Polish liberty !" 

Thaddeus again bowed ; '* I thank you sir, for the 
compliment you intend me ; but I cannot take it to my- 
self ; all the men in Poland,, old and young; nobles and 
peasants; were her champipns, equally sincere, equally 
brave." 

Nothing could silence the inquisitive stranger : the 
coach drew up, but he went on. 

** Then I hope, that many of these patriots, besides- 
your lordship; have taken care to bring away their 
wealtb from a land now abandoned to destruction ?" 

For a moment Thaddeus forgot himself in his country,, 
and all her rights, and all her sufferings, rose in his 
countenance. 

<^ No sir ! Not one of those .men ; and least of all, 
woald I bave drawn one vital drop from her heart! I 
left in her bosom, all that was dear to me, all that! 
possessed ; and not until I saw the chains brought bfi- 
fore my -eyes, that were to lay her inirons, did I turn 
my back on- calamities, which I could 0(o longer avert or 
alleviate." 

The ardour of his manner, and the elevation of his 
voice, had drawn the attention of every person in the 
room upon him, when Jenkins entered with his bag- 
gage. The door being opened, Sobieski got into the 
coach; and gladly hastened from a conversation whiclv 
awakened all his griefs. 

" Ah; poor enthusiast I'' exclaimed his in<\^UitQt^ «&, 
the carriage droye off, •'* It is a p\l^ \\»X «a ^'aa ^^^^^"^^ 



I 



H4 

fftii should bavemade fo ill a lite of bis birth and other 
advantages !" 

" (ie appears to met" observed an old clergymany 
who sat ill an adjoining box ; *' to have made the best 
possible use of his talents ; and had I a son, 1 would • 
rather hear him utter such a sentiment, as that with 
which he quitted the room, than see him master of mil- 
lions." N 

**< M.ay be so," cried the questioner with a disdaiofol 
and angry glance, ** ' Different minds incline to differeni 
objects I* His has decided for the ^ wonderful the wUd^ 
and a pretty end he has made of his^choice !" 

** Why to be sore," observed another hearkener, 
*' youn^ people should be brought up with reasonable 
ideas of right and wrong and prudence : Nevertheless, 
I should not like a son of mine to run harem scarem 
through my property and his own lifa ; yet one cannot 
help, when one hears such a brave speech as that from 
yon foreigner, JM8t gone out — I say, one cannot help 
thinking it very iine." 

'* True, true," cried the inquisitor, " you are right 
sir ; very fine indeed, but too fine to wear ^ it would 
eoon leave us naked, as it has done him ; for it seems, 
by his own confession, he is pennyless; and I know, a 
twelvemonth ago, he was master of a fortune which, 
however incalculable, he has managed with all his ta- 
lents to see the end of.'' 

^< Then he is in distress ?" exclaimed the clergyman, 
•* and you know him ?" 

The man coloured at this unexpected inference, and 
stammering i>ome words, which no one could make out, 
took up his hat, and looking at his watch, said, <* I beg 
pardon, gentlemen : I have an appointment," and hur- 
ried out of the room without speakmg farther, notwith- 
standing that the good clergyman, whose name was 
Blackmore, hastened after him requesting to know 
where the yount; foreigner lived. 

*< Who is that coxcomb?" cried the disconcerted 
doct^)r as he returned from his unavailing application. 

** I don't know sir," replied the waiter: ** I never 

saw him in this house before last night, when he came 

in late to sleep ; and this morning, he was in the coffee- 

room at dreakfa^^t, just as thai forevftu ^%TiWe\xi^\3L >«%kfc» 

€ii through f mi Jeokios bay^Un^^Va tvjmsx^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
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iood, as sooa as be was gone, this \ien g^ntlemaii lil 
tlie powdered hair; ai^ked him who that count was. I 
heard Jenkias 6ay lome Rusriaa name, and tell him ha 
came last night, and Likely would come back again ; 
and 8o that there gentleman has been loitering about all 
day till now, when the foreign gentleman coming in, 
he spoke to him." 

<< And don't you know any thing further of this 
foreigner ?*' 

« No sir." 

•* 1 am sorry for it. Poor fellow !" sighed the old 
man, *^ he has been unfortunate, and I might have be* 
friended him.'' 

** Yes, to be sure doctor," cried the speaker, who 
now rose to accompany him out, " it is our duty to be- 
friend the unfortunate ; but charity begins at home, and 
as all's for the best, perhaps it is lucky we did not hear 
any more about this young fellow. We might have in- 
volved ourselves in a vast deal of unnecessary trouble, 
and, you know, the people of Poland have no claims 
upon us." 

" Certainly,'' replied the doctor, ** none in the world, 
more than those which no human creature can dispute ; 
the claims of nature. All mankind are born heirs of 
suffering ; anil as joint inheritors, if we do not wipe 
away each other's tears, it will prove but a comfortless 
portion/' 

" Ah ! doctor," cried his companion as they separa- 
ted at the end of Charles-street, •* you have always the 
best of the argument ; you have logic and Aristotle at 
yonr finger ends.*' 

" No my friend ; my arguments are purely christian. 
Nature is my logic, and the bible my teacher." 

*^ Ah, there you have me again. You parsons are 
as bad as the lawyers ; when once you get a poor sinner 
among you, be finds it as hard to get out of the church 
as out of the chancery. Howevier, have it your own 
Way ; charity is your trade, and T won't be in a hurry 
to dispute the monopoly. Good day. If I stay much 
longer, you'll make me believe that black is white." 

Br. Blackmore shook him bv the hand, and wishing 
him a good morning, returned Kome, 'ipM^Xtv^xXv^ -^toA^- 
iiaess Qf his friend's miDd} and pondeno^ ox^ ^Vvo^nr-v 
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efitmg stranger, whom he- admired and compapsie^ 
to absolute pain ; because tie believed him to ba u| 
tttnate, and out of the reach of his serrices. 
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Be hashed my dark spirit ! for Wisdom condemns, 

When the faint and the feeble deplore ; 
Be strong as the rock of the ocean that stems 

A thousand wild waves od the shore — 
Through the perils of Chance, and the scowl of Disdain^ 

May thy front be unaltered, thy courage elate ! 
Ah ! even the name I have worshippM in vain, 
Shall awake not the sigh of remembrance again ! 

ToBiAR, is to conquer our fiite ! 

Gampbim. 
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THADDEUS OF WARSAW, 



CHAPTER I. 



The count Sobieski was cordially received by his 
irorthy landlady : indeed he never stood in more need 
"of kindness. A slow fever, which had been gradually 
creeping over him since his quitting Poland, had settled 
on bis lungs, and excited a cough that kept him awake 
all night, and reduced him to such weakness in the day, 
that he neither had strength nor spirits to stir abroad. 

Mrs. Robson was greatly- distressed at this sudden 
and violent illness of her guest. Her own son, the 
fether of the orphans whom she protected, had died a 
victim to a consumption brought, on by his excesses. 

Thaddeus gave himself up completely to hermanage- 
nent : he had no money for medical assistance ; and to 
please her, he took what little medicines she prepared. 
According to her advice, he remained for several days 
closed up in his chamber, with a large fire, his curtains 
drawn and ihe shutters shut, to exclude the smallest 
portion of that air, which the good woman thought had 
already stricken him with death. 

But all would not do; her patient became worse and 
worse. Frightened at the symptoms, Mrs. Robson beg* 
ged leave to send for the apothecary, who had attended . 
her deceased son. In this instance only, she found tha 
count obstinate ; no arguments, nor even her tears^v 
c&uld move him. When she stood wecv\^^> \\^^\\v%\vv% 
baming hand, 4i8 answoT waa couaVvatX^ Qt^^B^^^s^'^^* 
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•* lio not, my excellent Mrs. Robson, grieve your- 
self on my account ; I am not in the danger you think; 
I shall do very well with your asMstance." 

No, DO ; 1 see death in your eyes. Can I feel this 
bandf and see that hectic cheek, without beholding your 
grave, as it were, opening before me ?*' 

She was not much mistaken ; for, during the night 
after this debate, Thaddeus grew so delirious, that, no 
longer able to subdue her terrors she sent for the apo- 
thecary to come instantly to her house. 

** O ! doctor," cried she as the man apceqded the stairs* 
^ I have the best young gentleman that ever the sua 
shone on, dying in that room ! He would not let me 
send for you ; and now be is raving like a mad creature." 

Mr. Vincent entered the count's humble apartment, 
and undrew the ct/rtains of the bed. Thaddeus, ex- 
hausted by his delirium, had i^unk back, almost sense- 
lesson the pillow. Mrs. Robson, at this sight, suppo- 
sing him dead, uttered a shriek that was in a moment 
echoed by the cries of the little William, who stood nea]? 
his grandmother. 

** Hush, my good woman," said the doctor, in a low 
voice, ** the gentleman is not dead ; leave the room till 
you have recovered yourself, and I will engage that 
you shall see him alive when you return." 

Mrs. Robson, considering all his words as oracleSi 
quitted the room with her grandson. 

Mr. Vincent had felt, on entering the chamber, that 
the fever of his patient must be augmented by the hot 
and stifling state of the room; and before he attempted 
to disturb him from the temporary rest which his senses 
found in insensibility, he opened the window-shutters,^ 
damped the raging of the fire with ashes and water, and 
then unclo^ing the room door wide enough to admit the 
air from the adjoining apartment, undrew all the cur- 
tains of the bed^ and pulling the heavy clothes down 
from tlie count's bosom, raised his head on his arm, and 
poured some drops into his mouth. In a moment he 
opened his eyes, and uttered a few wild and incoherent 
words; bat he did not rave, he only wandered, and 
appeared to know that he did so ; for when he had quite 
recovered bis powers, he every now and then stopped 
ig the midst of some confused speech, and laying bis 
hand on his forehead, strove to te<iQ\\^tV\ivcBi'4^\lv, 



Mrs. Robson soon after entered the robm, and poar- 
ed out her thanks to the apothecary, whom she regurdel 
as almost a worker of miracles. 

<* i must have him bled, Mrs. Robson/' continued 
be ; <*and for that purpose shati go hi)me for my assis- 
tant and lancets ; but in the mean while, I charge you 
to let every thing remain in the state that I have left it. 

The heat alone would have been enough to have giv- 
en a fever to a man in health.'* 

When the apothecary returnedi he saw that l^is com- 
nands had been strictly obeyed ; and finding that the 
change of atmosphere had wrought some alteration inhrs 
patent^ he took his arm without any <difficu1ty, and bled 
him. At theend of the operation Thaddeus again fainted. 

''Poor gentlemen r* cried Mr. Vincent, binding up 
the wound before he tried to recover him*; '* look here, - 
Tom," pointing to the scars in his arm and breast; ** see 
what terrible cuts have been made there I This has not 
been playing at soldier's ! Who is your lodger, Mrs. Rob- 
ion ?*> 

"A Mr. Constantine, Mr. Vincent. But for heav- 
en's sake, restore him out of that swoon." 

** Mr. Vincent poured more drops intd his mouth ; 
ami a minute afterwards, he opened his eyes, divested 
of their feverish glare, but looking dull and heavy. 
He spoke to Mrs. Robson by her name ; which gave 
her such delight, that she caught his hand to her lips, , 
and burst into tears. The action was so instantaneous 
and viot^nt, that it made him feel the stiffness of his arm ; 
and casting his eyes towards the men near his bed, he 
conjectured what had been his state, an# what the con- 
sequence. 

«*Come Mrs. Robson," said the apothecary, "you 
must not disturb the gentleman. How do you find your- 
self, sir?" 

Thaddeus having regained his perfect recollection, 
felt uneasy ; but as the deed could not be recalled, he 
thanked the doctor for the service he had received ; and 
said a few kind and grateful words to bis good hostess. 

Mr. Vincent was glad to see so promising an issue to 
fals proceedings, and soon after retired with bis assistant 
and Mrs. Rubson, to give further direcUcstva. 

On entering the kitchen she ihr«^\v \vT^«^l\x^^.Q^^^'^^> 
MO J brdke in to a parojKy sm of IskmeuXoXVoiv^. 
Vol, X. L 



^ My good woman t what is all ibis about ?" in^ke 
the doctor. <^ Is not my patient better ?" 

** Yes,*' cried she, drying her eyes ; ** but the bed ii 
which he lies, the whole scieoe,, puts me 60 in miad 
the last moments of my poor, unforiunate, tniaguido 
son, thai the very sight of it goes through my heart lik 
« knife. O! had qoy hoy been as good as that deargea 
tieman, had he been as well prepared to die, I think i 
would scarcely have grieved ! Yet, heaven spare JCi 
ConiitantiDe. Will he live?'' 

'< I hope go, Mrs. Kobson ; his fever is inveterate 
but lia is young and with extreme care we may prieserv^ 
ikim." 

^< The Lord grant it!** cried she, << for he is the bes 
gentleman that I ever beheld. He has been above 1 
week with me ; and till this night, in which he lost hi 
fletoses, though hardly able to breathe or see, he hm 
read out of books that he brought with him ; and gooi 
books too : for it was but yesterday moming I saw tb( 
dear soul sitting by the fire with a book on the tabh 
Ivhich he had been studying near an hour ; and as I wa 
dusting about, I saw him lay bis head down on it, am 
jput bis hand to his temples. ^' Alas ! sir," said I 
** you tease your brains with these books of learning 
when you ought to be taking re8t."-r" No, Mrs. Rob 
son," returned he, with a sweet smile, *^ in this book ] 
am seeking rest ; it is the best soother of human alfiic 
tion." He closed it, and put it on the chimney-piece 
and when I looked at it afterwards, I saw it was tbi 
scriptures. — Can you wonder I should love so encellen 
a geutteraan ?" 

'^ It is a straiige account you hava given of your lod 
ger," replied Vincent : *^ I hope be is not a methodist 
for if so, I shall despair of his cure, and thiort^ his dell 
rium had another cause besides fever.'* 

"A methodist! No, sir: he is a christian ; and ai 
good a reasonable sweet-tempered gentleman as eve 
came into a house. Alas! I believe he is more likei 
papist; though they say papists don*t read the bible 
but worship images.'* 

<< Why, what reason have you to suppose that ? He* 
an Englishman, is he not?" 

" O no, he is an emigrant." 

'< An euii^raDt ! O, iio !" cri^d Viocent, irith a & 
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contented and eonteniplaoiis raise of bin eye«browik and 
▼oiee; /'* what; a poor Frenciifnaa ! Good lord, hour 
tins tovrn is overrun by these feilovvs !" 

*^ No, doctor/' eTiclainied Mrs. Robson, much burl 
in pride and feeling at this affrunt to her iodger, whom 
fhe realty loved ; << whatever be be> be U not poor, for 
be bas a power of fine things ; he has got a watcb all 
ever diamonds, and diamond rings and diamond pietoref 
Without number So, doctor, yuu need not fear that 
you are attending him for charity, ; no, I wouki setl 
»y gown first." 

*"* Nay, don't be offended, Mrs. Robson ! T meant n« 
offence/' relumed he, -much niolified by this explana«> 
tion of hers; '^ but really, when we see the bread that 
^Quid feed our children, and our own poor, Miten up 
by a parcel of lazy French drones ; who have covered 
Mtr land, and destroyed its produce, like a swarm of 
filthy locust, we should be fools not to murmur. But 
Mr. Mr., what did you call him, Mrs. Robson ? is a 
*flferent sort of a body." 

** Mr. Constantine," replied !sbe, <* and indeed he is ; 
and no doubt, when you recover him, he will pay yoti 
M tboci^h he were in bis owo country." 

Tbia last assertion of hers, banished all remaining 
•mpicion from the apothecary's face ; and after giving 
ker what orders he thought requisite, be returned home> 
promising to call in the evening. 

Mrs. Robsop went up stairs to the count's chamber* 
urith other feelings towards her infallible doctor than 
those with wbteh she came down. She well recollected 
the substance of bis discourse ; and she gathered from 
it, that however clever he might be in bis profession, 
he was a bard-hearted man, who would rather see a fel* 
low- creature perish, than administer relief to him with- 
out a reward. 

- But here Mrs. Robson was mistaken. She did bim 
^tice in esteeming his medical abilities, which were 
great : be had made medicine the study of his life ; aod^ 
not allowing any irrelevant occupation to disturb Iu9 
attention, he became master of that science, while igno' 
not of every other with which it had no connection. 
He was the father of a family, and, in the usual accep** 
tation of the term, a very good sort of a man ; he pre- 
ferred his eotttitry to every other, because it was bit 






country ; be loved his wife and his children : he 
kind to the poor, to whom he gave his advice gi 
and letters to the dispensary for drags ; and wfac 
had any brolten victuals to spare, he desired it 1 
divided -amongst them; but he seldom caught his i 
obeying this part of his commands, without reprii 
ding her for her extravagance in giving away i 
ought to be eaten in the kitchen — '' in these tim 
was a shame to waste a crumb ; and the careless h 
would come to want> for thinking so lightly of c 
jieople's property." 

* Thus, like many in the world, he was a loyal cii 
from habit, an affectionate father from nature, ai 
man of charity, because he now and then felt pity, 
now and then heard it preached from the pulpit, 
was exhorted to be pious, and to pour wine and o 
to the wounds of the stranger ; but it never once si 
him, that piety extended ^rther than going to chi 
mumbling his prayers, and forgetting the ser 
through most of which he generally .slept : and his 
mentaries on the good Samaritan were not more ei 
fiive; for the stranger, to him, was like the Gam 
embassy that cheated the host of Israel, his ne 
neighbour. To have been born on the other side o 
British channel, spread an ocean between the pooi 
eigntfr, and Mr. Vincent's purse, which, to this I 
the swiftest wings of charity could never cross, 
saw no reason,*' he said, ** for feeding the natural 
mies of our country. Would any man be mad en 
to take the meat from his children*s mouths, and ti 
it tA) a swarm of wolves just landed on tlie coi 
Tliese wolves were his favourite metaphors, whe 
spoke of the unhappy French ; or any other penn 
foreigners, who carae in his way. 

After this explanation, it will appear paradoxic] 
mention an inconsistency in the mind of Mr. Vin 
that would never permit him to discover the above i 
ub mark of vagabonisra, upon the wealthy strt 
of whatever country. Somehow or other, it was 
bim as with many : riches were a splendid and 
robe that concealed all blemishes ; take it away, 
probably the poor stripped wretch would be treated 
irorse than bis crimes deserve. 
Thst bis new patient possessed ^ome "^to^^tV^ 
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lent to ensure tlie respect and medical s^ill of Mr^ 
ent ; and when be entered bis own house be told 
HCf that he had found ** a very good job at Mra. 
on'Si in the illness of a Mr. Constantine, her iod- 

len the count Sobieski quitted the Huramums, the 
ng on which he brought away bis baggage, he 
}een so disconcerted by the impertinence of the 
who accosted hini, that he determined no longer 
pose himself to insult) by retaining a title which 
red hinz obnoxious to the curiosity of the insolent 
nsensible ; and therefore; when Mrs. Robson ask- 
n how $he .sh<mld address him, as he was averse 
sume a feigned name, he merely mentioned 3Ir^ 
antine. 

ider that unobtrusive character, he hoped in time 
commodate bis feeling;^ to the change of fortune 
1 Providence had allotted to him. He must forget 
>bi!ity, his pride, and his >ensil)ility ; he must earn 
bsistence. But. by what means? He w^as igno^ 
jf business j and he knew not how to turn his ac- 
lisbments to account. Such were his meditations, 
Iness and delirium deprived him of these, and of 
n, together. 

the expiration of a week, in which Mr. Vincent 
ded his patient very regularly, Sobieski was able 
novc into the front room, and leave that gloomy 
her where he had endured so much anguish of bo- 
ld mind. Uneasiness about how he should discharge 
ebts he had incurred, retarded hrs recovery, and 

his hours pass away in cheerless me(Ktation on the 
y means he possessed to repay the good widow and 
y the avidity of the apothecary ; who, in propor- 
IS bis patient could beir the addition, had sent in 
i» of medicines by dozens Pecuniary )bIigation 
. load to which be had been accustomed ; and, once 
ice, the wish almost escaped his heart, that be h^d . 

lenever be was left to think, sirch were always hi# 
itions ; but Mrs. Robson, who discovered that he 
ired more feverish, and had worse nights after be* 
luch alone during the day, cowtrivfedi, vVon^'^^^ 
bilged to be in her little shop, to \fe?ive ^\\Xv^t ^wv- 
9ttead bis ivants, or little \\UV\«iVtt\o ^TSSWiaiV*^ 
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The child, by Us uncommon quicknesfl and artlefUBness ' 
of manner, gained upon the count, who was>evera|iy»' 
to betplensness and innocence. Children and aoW- 
mals, always found a friend and protector in him. From 
the ^^ majestic war-horse with his neck clothed in tktm* 
der" to ** the poor beetle that we kread u^on" every crea* 
ture of creation, met an advocate of mercy in his breast: 
and, as human nature is prone to love whaj^it has been 
kind to, Thaddeus never saw either children, dogs, or 
even that poor slandered and abused animal the cat, that 
he ^lid aot by some spontaneous act, show it attention. 

The little William now possessed what affection ha 
could spare from memory. He hardly ever left his 8ide« 
where he sat on a stool, prattling about any thing that 
came into his head ; or seated on his knee, followed 
with his eyes and playful fingers, the counted hand, af 
he sketched a horse or a soldier for his pretty companion. 

In this way, he slowly acquired sufficient strength to 
allow him to quit his dressing-gown and prepare for a 
walk. 

A hard frost had succeeded to the chilling damps of 
November ; and, looking out of the window, he long- 
ed, with almost sensations of eagerness, again to inhale 
the fresh air. After some tender altercations with Mrs* 
Robson, who feared to trust him even down the stairs, 
be at length conquered ; and taking the little Williaia 
in his hand, folded hif pelisse round him, and promising 
to venture no farther than the king^s Mews, waa suffei'- 
ed to go out. 

As be had expected, he found the keen breeze, act 
like a charm on his debilitated frame, and with braced 
nerves and exhilerated spirits, be walked twice up and 
down the place, whilst his companion played before him, 
throwing stones, and running to pick them up. At 
this moment one of the king's carriages, pursued by a 
concourse of people, suddenly drove in at the Charing- 
cross gate. The frightened Child screamed and fell* 
Thaddeus, seeing its danger, darted forward, and seiz- 
ing the heads of the horses, which were within a yard 
"^ of the boy, stopped them ; meanwhile, the noob gath- 
ering about, one of them lifted up William, who con- 
iJDued his cries. The count now let go the reins, and 
for a few minutes tried to pacUy \v\% VvVW^ Ott^\^^\ V^vit 
GodiDQ that his alaria and 6\im\« >«tt^ \x^\.\si>a^ ^\^v 
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M, aoj that hU own figure, from his singularity of 
firess, (his high cap and feathers adding much to hit 
^ight,) iiad drawn on him the whole attention of the 
peoplei who quitted the carriage, and collected round 
aim ; he took the trembling child in his arms^ and, 
walking through/the IMLews was followed by Some of 
the by-standers, almost to the very door of Mrs. Bob* 
ton's shop. 

Seeing the people, and her grand«on sobbing on tfat 
breast of her guest, she ran out, and hastily asked what 
Iiad happened. Thaddeus simply answered, that the 
boy had -been frightened. But when they entered the 
louse, and he had thrown himself, exhausted on a seat ; 
William, as be stood by bis knee told his grandmother^ 
thai if Mr. Consiantine had not stopped the horses, he 
BMist have been run over. The count was now obliged 
to relate the whole story : which ended with the bless- 
ings of the poor woman for his goodness, to risk his own 
life in such a weak state, for the preservation of her dar- 
ling child. 

Thaddeus in vain assured tier, that the action deserv- 
ed no thanks, as it was spontaneous, and merely his 
duty. 

"Well," cried she, "It is like yourself Mr. Constan- 
tine; you think all your good deeds nothing: and yet 
any little odd thing that I can do out of pure love to 
serve you, you cry up to the skies. However, we won't 
fall out ; I say, heaven bless you, and that is enough ! 
Has your walk refreshed you ? But I need not ask ; yon 
have already got a colour." 

" Yes," returned he, rising and taking off his cap and 
cloak, *^ it has put me in a glow, and made me quite 
another creature." As he finished speaking, he dropped 
the things from the hand that held them, and staggered 
liack a few paces against the wall. "^ 

*• Good Lord I \'3iat is the matter?" cried Mrs. Bob- 
ton, alarmed, and looking in his face, which was now 
pale as death, *' what is the matter ?** 

" Nothing, nothing," returned he, recovering him- 
self, and gathering up the cloak he had let fall, ^* don't 
mind ly, Mrs. Bobson ; nothing," and be was leaving 
the ki^hento go up stairs ; but she followed hioi^ <Am'> 
£ed at bh fook and manner. 
*fPruy, Mc. Constantine I" 
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^VNay, my claarBiadftra/' aaiclhe, feii(!?n^ her hni^ 
•gain, '* I am not ivetl ; 1 believe roy walk has over-' 
Gooie me. Let me be a few minutes alone, till I have 
recovered myseK. it will oblige me." 

** Welly sir, as you please!" and she curtsied ; tfaeit 
laying her withered hand fearfully upon his arm, as he 
was quitting the room, ^' fergive me^ dear sir," said she, 
** if my attentibus are troublesome ? Indeed, I fear, that 
sometimes great love appears like great impertinence i 
I would always be serving yoiYf and therefore I ofteii 
forget the wide diftepence th&t there is between your 
honour's station and mine.*' 

The count could only press her hand gratefully, and 
with an emotion that mad^ him hurl*y up stairs. When 
in his room be* shut the door^ and ca^t a wild and In- 
quisitive gaze around the appartment, then throwing 
himself into a chair, he struck his head with his hand, 
end exclaimed, << It is gone ! What will become of mef 
of this poor woman, vvho^e substance 1 have consumed !'' 

It was true, the watch, by the sale of which hc> had 
calculated to defray the charges of his illness, and the 
sum that he was conscious he must owe Mrs. Robsoo, 
was indeed lost. A viliian in the crowd, having per- 
ceived the sparkling of the chain to which it was united, 
had taken- it unobserved from his side; and he knew 
nothing of his loss, tilf feeling for it to see the hour h^ 
discovered his misfortune. ^ 

The shock went like a sfWrlte of electricity through . 
his frame; but it was not till the fast glimmering of 
hope was extinguished, on his examining his room, 
where he thought he might have left it, that he felt the 
full horrpr of his situation. 

He sat for some minutes, absorbed, and almost afraid 
to think. It was not his own, but the necessities of the 
poor woman, who had, perhaps, incurred debts on her* 
self to afford him comforts, that bore so hard upon him. 
At last rising from his seat, he exclaimed 

** I must determine on something. Since this is gone, 
I must seek vhat else I have to part with, for I cannot 
long bear such suspense." 

He opened the drawer into which he had locked the 
few vaiuables he had preserved. 

With a trembling hand Vie looV iV.ttv <^\\\ ^tv« V^ c^v.^^. 
There were several trinkeld vi\ivc\i)aaA>i*«^ ^xN^\i xa 



¥m \ff his motUier ; isd a pair of inlaid pistolf, that faff 
grandfather had put into his belt oa the morning of tlie>' 
dreadful tenth of October ; his mioiature lay beneath ; 
the mild eyes of the palatine seemed beaming with affec* 
tion upon his grandson : Thaddeus snatehed it up, kiss- 
ed it fervently, and then laid it back into the drawer, - 
whiJIst he hid his face with his hands. 

when he recovered himaelfi he replaced the pistols, 
: feeling that it would be almost saerilege to part witb 
i them. Without aIlowiog.himflelf time to think, he put 
' a. gold pencil-case and a pair of brilliant sleeve buttons 
> into his waistcoat pocket. 

He descended the stairs with a soft step, and passing 
the kitchen door unperceived by his landlady, crossed 
through a little court; and then anxiously looking 
from right to left, to find any place in which he migbl 
probably dispose of the trinkets, he took his way up 
Castle-streety and along Leicester^square. 

When he turned up the first street to bis. right, he 
was impeded by two persons, who stood in the patby 
the one selling, the other buying a hat. The thought 
immediately struck Thaddeus, (Slashing one of these 
Bien (who appeared to be a Jew and a vender of clothes) 
to purchase his pelisse, fiy parting with a thing to 
which he annexed no more value than the warmth it 
afforded bim> he should spare himself the pain, for thta 
time at least, of sacrificing those gills of bis mother, 
which had been bestowed upon him ia happier days and 
liallo wed by her caresses. 

He did not permit himself to hesitate a moment, but 
desired the Jew to follow him into a little court that 
was nigh. The man obeyed directly; and having no 
ideas independent of his trade, asked the^count what he 
wanted to buy. 

*' Nothing: I want to sell this pelisse," returned he, 
opening it. The Jew without any ceremony, inspected 
the covering and the fur. 

**^ 4-ye, I see it is black, liaed with sable; who would 
hoy it of me? It is embroidered, and no body wears- 
such things here." 

•* Then I am answered," replied Thaddeus. 

« Stop, sir," cried the Jew, pursuing him; ** what will 
you take for it?" 

^* What -would you give me ?*' 



gan to fall, made him feel the effects of his lo« 
ever, that did nnt annoy him; he had been too 
assailed by the pitiless rigours of misfortune^ tc 
the pelting of the el etneats. Whilst the wind I 
his face, and the sleet, failing on his dress, lodgt 
embroidered lapels^ he went forrvard, calculating 
ei* it were likely that this money, with the few s 
he yet possessed, would be HuflScient to discbar] 
be owed. Unused as he'bad been to all kinds o 
diture that required attention, he supposed froi 
he bad already seen of a commerce with the wori 
the sum he had received from the Jew was nol 
half what he wanted ; and with a beating heart fa 
ed towards one of those shops which he had hea 
Kobson describe when she spoke of the irregulai 
ber son, who had nearly reduced her to beggary 
The candles were lit. And as he hovered ak 
door, he distiitctly saw the master through thi 
assorting 6om« parcels on the counter. He was a 
man-like man; and the count's feelings took 
different turn from those with which he had accoi 
Jew, who was a low sordid wretch, looking uf 
people with whom he trafficked, as pieces of 
therefore, few unpleasant sensations assailed hii 
when bargaining with him : but the si^ht of a r< 
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felt faifl face glow ; but, Indignant at fa is omi waaknesffy 
he n^alke^l op to tbe counter, and laying dawn the gold 
mao eaid in a voice, which notwithstanding his emotion 
be compelled to be without appearance of conlusioQ^ *' i 
want to part with this*" ' 

/ The man/ astonished at the dignity of his air, «ttd the 
nobility o( hi$ dre^s. (for the star did not escape hi^ 
fye,) looked at him tor a moment, holding the case in 
kis hand. Tbe count hurt by the s^teadiness of his gaze^ 
luber haughtily repeated what be had aaid. The man 
kesita^ed no longer. He bad been accustomed to similar 
■ef|aeat9 from the emigtant French nobiesse: but there 
was a loftiness, and an air of authority^ iu the oouuten* 
aoee aad mdin of this person that surprised and awed 
bim ; and with a respect which even the application 
«Hild not counteract, he opened the case, and inquired 
•f Thaddeus, what was the price he had affixed to it. 

^* I leave that to you," replied the count; " you see 
tbe gold is solid." 

'^ Yes,'' returned the man, laying it down, *<butl 
lannot give more than three guineas, It is very tbin ; 
and though tbe workmanship be fine, it is not the fashion 
of England, and wiifrbeof no benefit to me till melted." 

^< You may have it," said Tbaddeus, hardly able to 
articulate, as he again laid the gift of his mother out of 
bis band. 

The man directly paid him down the money, and the 
fount, with a bursting heart, darted out of the shop. 

Mrs. JElobson was shutting Op the windows of her 
little parlour, when he hastily passed her, and glided 
up the stairs. Hardly believing her senses, she hasten^ 
cd after him, and just got into the room as he swallowed 
a glass of water. 

'^Good Lord, sir!" cried she, ** where has your 
honour been? I thought you bad been all the while irt 
tbe house, and I would not come near, though I was 
very uneasy ; and there has been poor William crying 
bimself blind, because you had desired to be left aloue." 

Tbaddeus was not prepared to make her an answer. 
Be had been in hopes to have gotten in as lie had stolen 
ont, undiscovered ; for he bad determined not to agitate 
her good mind, by the history o{ his \o§>s. Wt v^wsW 
not allow her to know any thing ol hVs ^'«jX>akttas&va«cv\s> 
/hm sentiwentaofjuaiiisey as well aaol iVvaX ^V\^fe 'w^^^^ 
tfJhis sulf&rin^s andpbilosopy couU no\\>i\\^\\^ "SiVi^a^xis 



'** 1 hav« been taking a walk, Mra. Robson." 

'* Dear heart ! I thought when you staggered back, 
^nd looked so illy after you brought in William^ thai 
you bad overwalked yourself!" 

** No, I fancy my fears had a little difloomponedlne, 
and I hoped more air might do me good ; I tried it, and 
it has: but 1 am grieved that I have alaroied you.*' 

This ambiguous speech perfectly satisfied his kind 
landlady. Thaddeus,' much fatigned by a iK>dily exer^ 
tlon, which nothing less than the perturbed state of ha 
mind, could have carried him through in the preseat 
feebleness of his frame, after he bad taken some tea at 
the earnest request of Mrs. Robson, went directly te 
hed, where tired nature soon found temporary repoae ia 
« profound sleep. 
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CHAPTER it. 

ISN tVe eount awoke in the morniog, be found 
If rather better than worge from the exertions of 
receding day. When Nanny appeared aa usual 
lis breahfagt, and little William, (who always sat 
knee and shared his bread and butter,) he desired 
> beg that her grandmother would send to Mr. 
nt with bis complimentSy and tell him, tbfiit he 
) well at present, as to decline any farther medical 
Qd therefore requested to have his bill, 
i. Robsoa, who could not forget the behaviour of 
>othecary, undertook to deliver the message her- 
appy in the triumph she should experience over 
tieness of Mr. Vincent's suspicions, 
er the lapse of a quarter of an hour, she reappear- 
he count's room with the apothecary's assistant ; 
with many thanks, received the sum total of his 
it, which amounted to three guineas for ten days 
ence. ' 

be man having withdrawn, Thaddeus told Mrs- 
n, that he must next defray the smallest part of * 
ast debt, which his heart should ever owe to her 
al care. 

, bless your honour, it gdes to my heart to take a 
ig of you ! but these poor children,'* cried she, 

a band on each, and her eyes glistening *, '* they 
ip to me as their all here; and my quarter-day 
le yesterday, else, dear sir, I should have scorned 
e been like doctor Vincent, and have taken your 
' the moment you offered it." 
!y good madam," returned Sobieski, giving her a 
*' I am sensible of the kindness of your nature; 
is your just due, and the payment of it can never 

my gratitude for the friendship that yon have 
to me a stranger." 

len there sir," said she, looking almost as asham- 
if she were robbing him when she laid it on the 
" thcEe 19 my bill. I have regularly set down 
thing. Nanny will bring it lo uift." Kti^ >iofe 
Ivomaa, quite disconcerted) Vi>Mx\^^ Q^^ ^^ ^^ 
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Thaddeu0 looked after her with fiensations of admira- 
tion and reverence. 

*< There goen," thought he, ** in that lowly and feeble 
frame, as generous and noble a sph it as ever anicnated 
the breast of a princess 1 Here, Nanny," eaid he, glan- 
cing his eye over the paper, '' there are the two guineas 
and a halt with my thanks; and tell your grandmother 
that I am astonished at her economy." 

This affair over the count found himself relieved of a 
grievous load ; and turning the remaining money in his 
hand ; how he might replenish thii« little stock before it 
were expended, next occupied his attention. Notwith- 
standing the pawn-broker's civil treatment, he recoiled 
at again presenting himself at his shop. Besides, should 
be dispose of all that he possessed, it would not be of 
sufficient value to subsist him for a month. He must 
think of some source wjthln himself not likely to be so 
soon exhausted. To be reduced a second time to the 
misery of mind that he bad experienced yesterday, from 
suspense and wretchedness, a|>peared too dreadful to be 
hazarded; and he ran over in his memory the merits of 
his several accomplishments. 
^ He could not make any use of his musical talents, for 
at public exhibitions of himself his soul revolted ; and as 
to his literary acquirements, he supposed that his youth, 
and being a foreigner, would preclude all hope on that 
bead. At length he found, that his sole dependence 
must rest on his talents for painting. Of this art he bad 
always been remarkably fond; an<l his taste easily per- 
ceived, when he passed by several of the print-shops in 
town, that there were many drawings exhibited for sale, 
much beneath those which he had executed for mere 
pastime. 

He decided at once ; and sending Nanny to purchase 
pencils and Indian ink, set to work. 

When he had finished half a dozen drawings, and was 

considering how he might find the street wherein he had 

seen the print-shops, the recollection occurred to him of 

the impression that his appearance had made on the 

pawn-broker. He perceived the wide difference between 

nis apparel and the fashion of Enlgand:- and, seeing 

jiiih what belter security from impertinence he. might 

walk about if he could so (ar ca^l o^ \3a«t xtWca c>\ \\\% 

former rank as to change bis Av&?.s, Vi-t ^q\w^ ^V^ ^xv 
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intention to go out and purchase a surtont coat, and hat> 
for that purpose : but catchint; an accidental view of his 
figure and the star of St. Stanislaus, bb he passed the 
glass to the door, be no longer wondered at the curiosi- 
ty wrhich such an appendage,- united with poverty, had 
attracted, llather than again subject himself to a simi" 
lar iiituatian. he 8unamonei) hi^ young messenger ; and 
thr'>u|;h her means, furnihhed himself with an English 
bat and coat, whilst with his pen-knife, he cut away the 
embr.iidery of the order, from the cloth to which it 
was affixed. 

Thu«^ accoutered, with his hat flapped over his face, 
and his ^reat coat wrapped round him, he put his draw, 
ings in his bosom, and about eight o'clock, walked out 
on his disagreeable errand. After some wearying search, 
he at last found Great Newport-street, the place he 
vanted ; but as he advanced, his hopes died away, and 
his fears and reluctance awakened. 

He stopped at the door of t he nearest print-shop. All 
that be bad experienced at the pawn -broker's, reassail- 
ed him if possible with redubled violence. — What he had 
presented there, possessed a fixed value, and was at 
once to be taken or refused : but now he was going to 
offer things of mere taste, and he might meet not only 
with a flat denial, but affronting remarks* * 

He walked to the threshold of the door, then as hasti« 
ly withdrew again^ and hurried two or three paces down 
the street. 

^' Weak, contemptible, that I am!'' said he to him- 
letf as he again turned round, '* where is all my reason 
and rectitude of principle, that I would rather endure 
the misery of dependence and self-reproach, than face 
the attein])t to seek support froai the fruits of my own 
industry?" ^ 

He quickened his step, and darted into the shop, 
almost fearful of his former irresolution. He threw his 
ilrawinp;s instantly upon the counter. 

<< Sir, you purchase drawings. I have these to sell. 
Will they suit you?" 

The man took them up, without deigning to look at 
the person who accosted him, and turning them over in 
bis hand, ** one, too, three, hum! there is half a dozen 
ef them. What do you ex pect I wU\ ^w^ ^ow^o^ NXtf5.\ja>r 

"I aui not ac(|uaiiited with the ptioe^ ot \\i%%^>^vcv^)^ 
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Hearing this, he thought by managing well to | 
them for what he liked, and, throwing them over wi 
an air of contempt, resumed. 

•* And pray, where may the views be taken 7** 

** They are recollectioQ8\>f scenes in different parts 
Germany." 

*• Ah," replied the man, " mere drugs ! I wish i 
honest friend, that you could have brought subjects c 
quite so threadbare, and a little better executed ; th 
are but poor things at best !" 

Thaddeus, insulted by the speech, and above all, \ 
manner of the print-seller, was snatching upthedra 
ings to leave the shop without a word, when the m 
observing his design, and afraid to lose them, laid ! 
Land on the heap, exclaiming; 

'* Let me tell you, young man, it does not becdm 
person in your situation to be so huffy to their emp1< 
ers. I will give you a guinea for the six, and you m 
think yourself well paid." 

Without farther hesitation, whilst the count ^ 
striving to subdue the^choler that was urging him 
knock him down, he had laid the money on the count 
and was slipping the drawings into a drawer ; wl: 
ThaddeUs, snatching them out again,' suddenly rol 
them up, and turning to the confounded print-sell 
walked out of the shop as he said : 

*' Not all the wealth you may possess, would tempt 
honest man to pollute him.^elf by exchanging a secc 
word with one so contemptible." 

Irritated and vexed, he returned home too much p 
voked, to think much of the consequence that might I 
low a similar disappointment. 

The widow, who had become in some measff re Osej 
the fluctuations of the count'i! looks and behaviour, ce 
ed altogether to tease him with inquiries which she s 
he was loth to answer. She now allowed him to w 
in and out without a remark; and silently curitempla 
his pale and melancholy countenance, when aftei 
ramble of the greatest part of the day, he returned ho 
exhausted and dispirited. 

William was always the first to welcome his friem 
the threshold, by running to him, taking bold of 
coat, and asking to go with him up stairs. The coi 
usually gratified him ; and aoclouding bis mind of 
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^oom that nearly obscured it, to devise any little pTay» 
which Qould produce {)lea8ure, where he now found that 
he felt so much affection, he brightened many dull mo- 
ments with his innocent caresf^es. 

This child was literally hi» chief comfort; for, he saw, 
that in him he couUl stil| raise tho^^e emotions of bappi* 
nessi which had once aSbrded him his sweetest joy. 
William ever greeted him with smiles; and when he en- 
tered the kitchen, sprang to his bosom, as if that were 
the seat of peace, as it was of virtue. But alas ! fortune 
teemed averse to lend any thin^ long to the unhappy 
Thaddeus, which might render his desolate state more 
tolerable. 

Jost arisen from the bed of sickness, he rather requir- 
ed the hand of some tender nnrse to restore his wasted 
vigour, than be reduced to su<itain the hard vigils of 
poverty and want. His recent disappointment, and a 
cold that be caught, increased his fever aud debility; 
yet he kept firm to the determination, not to appropri- 
fite to his own subsistence, the sale of the few valuables 
which he bad a.ssigned as a deposit for the charges of his 
rent: and accordingly, during a fortnight, never tast- 
ed any thing better than bread and water, accompanied 
by the thought, if it ended in his death, his sufferings 
would then be over,'and the widow remunerated by what 
little of his property might remain. 

In this state of body and mind, be received a roost 
painful fhock, when, one evening, returning from a 
walk, in the place of his little favourite, he met Mrs. 
Robson in tear^ at the door. She told him that Wiiiiaoi 
had been sickening all tbe day, and was now so deliri- 
ous, that neither she nor his sister could hold him quiet. 

Thaddeus went to the side of the child's bed, where 
be lay gasping on the pillow, with his little face tbe 
colour of scarlet, and held down by the crying Nanny. 
The count touched his cheek. 

** Poor child," exclaimed he, *' be is in a high fever. 
Have you sent for Mr. Vincent?^' 

** O no. I had not the heart to leave him." 

*< Then I will go directly,*' returned Thaddeus; 
" there is not a moment to be lost." 

The poor woman thanked him. Hastenino; tbrou^H 
tb© streets with a velocity and e^^evue^^ VWX. wwi\\^ 
overset, many, of the foot i^asaeamB* V^ ^tUN^\ »^ . 

Mi 



-J 



22 

I»\neoWB Inn Fields ; and in less iban five mrnuteffirfler 
be had qnitted Mrs. Robson's door, he brought bacik 
fbe apothecary. 

On Mr. Vincent's examining the pulse and countea* 
ance of his little patient, he declared the symptoms to 
be the small pox, which some casualty had repelled, but 
must be brought but, else the boy's life might be endaa- 
gered. 

'J; Mrs. Robson, in a paroxysm of distress, now recoH 
lected that a girl had been brought into her shop three 
days ago, just recovered from that frightful malady. 
Thaddeus tried to subdue the fears of the grandmother; 
and at last succeeded in persuading her to go to bed, 
whilst he and Nanny would watch by the pillow of the 
invalid. 

Towards morning, the disorder broke out in the 
child's face, and he recovered his recollection. The 
moment he fixed his eyes on the count, who was leaning 
over him with parental solicitude, he stretched out his 
little armSt and begged to lie on his breast. Thaddeus 
refused him gently, fearful that by any change of posi- 
tion, he might catch cold, and so again retard what bad 
now so fortunately appealed ; but the poor child felt the 
denial unkind, and began to weep so violently, that his 
anxious friend thought it better to gratify him, than 
hazard the irritation of his fever by agitation and cry- 

wg. 

Thaddeus took him out of bed, and rolling him in 
one of the blankets, laid him in his bosom, and drawing 
bis dressing-gown round him to shield his face from the 
iire, held him in that situation asleep for nearly two 
bouvs. 

When Mrs. Robson came down stairs at six o'clock 
in the morning, she kissed the hand of the count as he 
sustained her grandson in his arms, and, almost speech- 
less with gratitude to him, and solicitude for the child, 
waited the arrival of the apothecary. 

On his second visit, he said a few words to her of 
comfort ; but whispered to the count, as be was feeling 
William's pulse, that nothing short of the strictest care 
could save the boy, the infection he had received hav- 
ing been of the most malignant sort. 

These words of Mr. Vincent, fell like an unrepeal* 
«ble s^tence oa the beart of XWdtus* They seeaied 
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ptofhotlt. Casting his eyes d«WD on the discolourtd 
tefttures of the patient iDfant, he fancied that he already 
beheld its ciay-cold face, and its little linibs Btretcbed 
oat in death. The idea was bitterness to him ; and, 
pre«<sing the boy to his breast, he resolved that noatten* 
tion should be wanting on hiH part.' to preserve him one 
ittooient from the grav«. And he kept his promise. 

From that hour, till the day on wbich the poor babft 
^expired in his arms; he never laid him out of them for 
ten minutes together : and when he did breathe his last 
Rgh. and raised up his little eyes, Thaddeus met their 
dying glance with a pang, which he thought his soul 
had long lost the power to feel. His heart appeared to 
stop ^ and, covering the motionless face of the dead 
ehiid with his hand, uiifibleto 8peak>'he made a sign to 
Nanny to leave the room* 

The girl, who, from respect had been accustomed to 
>obey even his slightest nod. went to her grandmother 
who was in the shop serving a customer. 

The instant that the girl had qnitted the room, the 
count, with mingled awe and grief, lifted the little corpse 
from his knee ; and without allowing himself to cast ano- 
ther glance on the face of the poor little thing now re- 
leased from suffering, he put it on the bed, and throw- 
ing the sheet over it, sunk into a chair) and burst into 
tears. 

The entrance of Mrs. Robson, in some measure re- 
stored him ; for the moment she perceived her guest 
with his handkerchief over his eyes, she judged what 
had happened, and, with a piercing scream, flew for- 
ward to the bed, where, pulling down the covering, 
she uttered another shriek, antl must have fallen iki the 
floor, had not Thaddeus and little Nanny, who ran in 
at her cries, caught her in their arms, and bore her io 
« chair. 

Her feelings were too much agitated to allow her to 
continue long in a state of insensibility ; and when she 
recovered she would have again approached the dead 
child ; but the count held her down, and, trying by 
•very means in his power to soothe her, so far succeed- 
ed as to subdue her agoniea into tears. » 

Whilst she concealed her venerable head in tlie bosom 
of her grand-daughter, he once more lifted the remains 
pf the little Wiliiam j a^d thinking it be^t for the trau- 
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quility of the unhappy grandmother, to take hitti ( 
her «igbt, carried him up stairs, and laid bitn on hi; 
bed. 

, By the time that he returned to the kitchen, o 
the female neighbours, ha\ ing heard an unusual ov 
and suispecting the cause, had kindly stepped in 1o 
her consolation and service^?. Mrs. Robson could 
reply by groans, which were answered by the st 
poor Nanny, who lay weeping with her head ag 
the table- 
When the count carae down, he thanked the 
woman for ber benevolent intentions, and immedi 
accepting them, took her up stairs into his apartnn 
Pointing to the open door of the bed room, ** T 
Madam/' said he, '^ you will find the remains ci 
dear little friend. I beg that you will direct every ' 
for his interment, as you think would give satisfa 
to Mrs. Robson. I would spare that excellent W' 
avery pang in my power." 

A.11 was done according to his desire ; and 
Watts, the charitable neighbour, both from her 
tenderness of disposition, and a reverence for '' th 
traordinary young gentleman who lodged with 
friend," performed ber task with kindness and act! 
** O ! sir,'' cried Mrs. Robsoo, weeping afres! 
she entered the count's room, ** O * sir, how si 
ever repay all your goodness? and Mrs. "VlTatts! 
soul ; she has acted like a sister to me. But in 
indeed, I am yet the most miserable woman that I 
I have lost my dearest child, and must strip his 
sistar and myself to bury him. That cruel Dr. Vin 
tbodpi be might have imagined my distress, sent hi 
compt late last night, saying he wanted to make 
large bill, and he wished I would let him have all, 
part of the payment. Heaven knows I have not t 
thing in the bouse: but I will send poor little N; 
out to pawn my .silver spoons; for. alas, 1 havt 
other means of satisfying: the cniel man.'' 

** Rapacious wretch ?" cried Thaddeu?, rising if 

nantly from his chair, and for a moment foruettia^ 

incapable he was to afford her relief. '' You shal 

be indebted one instant to his mercy. T will pay h 

The word<> bad passed h\9 \\i^*. he to>\\<Si wrA. t«,1^ 

thougk cQur'itiAon imoaediaUV;? ^^\V^y?«A^ >}^^^ 
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not the means : and he would not have retracted, even 
should he be nece!<sitated t > sell all that he possessed. 

Mrs. BobPun was overwhelmed by this generous pro- 
mise, which indeed saved her from ruia Had her little 
plate been ho\dj it could not have covered one half of 
Mr. Yiocent's demand : who, to do him justice, would . 
B^ soon have swallowed .he bitterest drug in hit shop, 
as to have '^one any thing intentionally, to cause the 
distress tbit he lied occasioned. But, having been so 
readily paid by Thaddeus for his own illness ; and ob« 
serving his great care and a£fection for the deceased 
child, he did not doubt, that rather than allow Mrs* 
Robsdn a minute's uneasiness, her lodger would like- 
wise defray that bill. So far he calculated right ; but 
he had not sufficient sagacity to prognosticate, that in 
getting his money this way, he should directly lose the 
respect of Mrs Robson and her friend. 

The child was to be buried to-morrow; the expenses 
of which, Thaddeus foresaw that he must discharge also ; 
and he bad-engaged to pay Mr. Vincent to- night. He 
had not a shilling in his purse. Over and over, he con- 
templated the impracticability of answering these debts ; 
yet he could not for an instant repent .of what he had 
undertaken ; he thought he was amply recompensed for 
bearing so heavy a load, in i^eeing that he had taken it 
off the worn-down heart of another. 

Since his unmannerly treatment at the printseller's, 
he had never sufficiently conquered his pride, to attempt 
an application to another. Whence he had no prospect 
now, but to collect the money by selling some more 
things to the pawnbroker— who had behaved at |piist 
with civility. 

For this purpose, he took his sabre, his pistols, and 
the fated brilliant buttons which he had brought back 
on a similar errand. He lifted them out of their deposit 
with less reluctance than before. They were now going 
to be an offering of gratitude and benevolence ; an act 
which he knew his parents, were they alive, would 
warmly approve ; and he felt that the end .sanctified 
the means. 

It waa about half after six in the evenings when h« 
prepared hifliseif for h|^8k. WhelXiW \\.>ae c;w\^^\xs»N- 
with me!acboty tojHs the g;,\ooro, or vaVi^XJo^'^t ^^ 
jff^at found /umseif fll^beerved uuCLtt ^^^e^ q!1 tvN^^> 
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3' ! not evident ; bat since his exile, be preferred tbe 
usk to any part of the day 

Before he. w«nt out, he a^ked Mrs. Rob3on for Mr. 
'Vincent's bill. Almost sinking with pbtigation and 
shame, she put it into his hand, and he left the bouse. 
When he approached a lighted lamp, he opened the pa- 
per to see the amount ; and finding it was near two 
pounds, he hastened forwards to the pawnbroker's. 

The man was in the shop alone. Thaddeus thoui^bt 
himself fortunate.; and after subduing a few qualms, 
immediately entered the door. The moment he laid his 
sword and pistols on the counter, and declared his wish, 
the maU) even thrnugh the disguise of a large coat and 
a slouched hat. recollected him. This honest money- 
lender carried seutiments in his breast above his occupa- 
tion. ^ He did not feel for all the people that presented 
themselves before him, because many bore about them 
too evident tokens of the excesses which brought them 
to his shop : but there was something in the ngure and 
manner of the coimt Sobieski, that sfuck him at first 
fight; and by keeping its station in his thoughts, had 
•xcitetl so much interei^t in his mind, that be felt a sen- 
sation of pleasure when he discerned the noble foreigner^ 
in the person before him. 

Mr. Burnet (for so this money-lender was called) 
asked him what he demanded for the arms. 

*' I want) perhaps more than you would give. But 
I have something else here>'' laying down the diamonds : 
•* I want eight guineas." 

, Mr. Burnet looked at them, and then at their owner, 
he^^tedt and then spoke. 

*Tf beg your pardon sir ; I hope I shall not offend 
you, but these things appear to have a value annexed 
to them^ independent of their price — they are inlaid 
with crests and cyphers !*' 

'The blood flushed over the cheeks of the count. He 
bad forgotten this circumstance; unable to answer, he 
waited to hear what the man would say. 

** 1 repeat, sir, 1 mean not to offend, but you appear 
a stranger to these transactions. I only wish to sug- 
gest tbat in case you should ever like to repossess 
these things had you not better J^ge them P'' 
'* How ?*' asked Thaddeua^Hfe^cAwX-^AY^ "mw^ ^^'^ 



knowing ivbat to think o{ \k» IW m^vw^^t. 
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At that instant some other people eame into the shop ; 
and Mr. Burnet gathering up the diamonds and the 
arms in his hands, said, *' It' you do not ubjectf sir, we 
will settle this business in my back parlour ?'' 

The delicacy of this beha\riour, penetrated the mind 
of Thaddeus ; and without further demurring he followed 
him into a room. As Mr. Burnet offered his gue^t a 
chair, the count spontaneously took off* his hat, and 
laid it on the table. Burnet contemplated the saddened 
dignity of hrs countenance, with renewed intereH and 
respect ; and entreating him to be seated, renewed the 
conversation. 

** I nee J sir, that you do not understand the meaning 
of pledging, or pawning, for it is one and the same 
thing : but I will explain it in two words* If you will 
leave these things with me, I will give you a paper in 
acknowledgment, and lend on them the eight guineas 
you request ; which, when you return to me again with, 
a stated interest, you shall have your deposit in ex* 
change." 

Sobieski received this oifer wftb pleasure and thanks. 
He had entertained no idea of any thing more being 
meant by the trade of pawnbroker, than a man who 
bought what others wished to sell. 

"■Then, sir,'' continued Burnet, opening an escru* 
toire, <^ i will give you the money, and write the paper 
I spoke of." 

As he put his hand to a drawer, he heard voices in 
an adjoining passage ; and instantly shutting up the 
desk, caught up the things on the table, threw them 
behind a curtain, and hastily taking the e6unt by the 
hand, *' My dear sir," cried he, ** do oblige me and 
step into that closet! you will find a chair. A person 
is coming, whom I will dispatch in a few seconds.*' 

Thaddeus, rather surprised at such hurry, did as he 
was desired ; and the door was closed on him, just as 
the parlour door opened. Being aware, from the. con- 
cealing him, that tile visitor came on secret business, 
he found his situation not a little awkward.— Seated be* 
hind a curtained window, which the lights in the room 
made transparent, he could not avoid seeing^ as well ai 
hearin^tf every th'wg that passed. 
*^ My den? Mr. Burnet,*' crieA atv ^\^%jaxv\. '^wwvlfc 
cteature, wk9 canjinto th«» aparimeut^ **• i^^«\>a'»^^ ^>>^- 
oat your SiSshUncQ I shall be uadout.'^ 
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'^ Any thing in my power. Madam,'* retumed Mr. 
Burnet, in a distant, respectful voice ; ^ will your lady 
ship sit dowo ?" 

'* Yep, give me a chair: I am half dead with distrao- 
tion. Mr. Burnet, 1 must have another hundred upon 
those jewels." 

** Indeed, my lady, it is not in my power ; yon have 
already had twelve hundred; and upon my honour tha( 
is a hundred and fifty more than I ought." 

" Pughf who minds the honour of a pawnbroker !" 
cried the lady, laughing; ** you know very well yoa 
live by cheating.'*. 

'* Well, Ma'am," rdturned he, with a good natur^ 
fimile, ** as your ladyship pleases.'' 

<* Then I please that you let me have another buop 
dred. Why man, you know you lent Mrs. Hiucbin- 
broke two thousand upon a case of diamonds not a ^uar; 
ter so many as mine." 

<* But consider. Madam, Mrs. Hinshinbroke's wer^ 
of the best water." 

<* Positively, Mr- Burdet," exclaimed her ladyship, 
purposely miscalling his name, **• not better than mine. 
The king of Sardinia gave them to Sir Charles when be 
knighted him. I know mine are the best, and I must 
have andther hundred. Upon my soul, my servants 
have not had a guinea of their board wages these four 
months, And they tell me they are starving! Come, 
make haste, Mr. Burnet ; yo^ cannot expect me to stay 
here all night." 

'* Indeed, my lady, I cannot." 

" Heavens, what a brute of a man you are ! There," 
cried she^ taking a string of pearls from her neck, and 
throwing it on the'table ; ** lend me some of your trum- 
pery out of your shop, for I am going immediately from 
hence to take up the Miss Bundas' to the piay ; and so 
give roe the hundred on that, and let me go.'' 

** This is not worth a hundred." 

** What a teasing man you are !" cried her ladyship 
aogrily. *' Well, let me have the money now, and I 
will send you the bracelets that belong to the necklace 
to-morrow.'* 

** Upon these conditions, I will give your ladyship 
another hundred." 

" O, do ; you are the veriest misey I 'eyer met with. 



To« »re worse tban Shyiock, or— GoocF lord ! what i» 
this?" exclaimed she, interrupting herself, and taking 
ap the draught be had laid before her , '' And have yoa 
the conscience to tbink, Mr. Pawnbroker, that I will 
offSnr this at your bahker'fl? that I will expose myself - 
80 far? No, no ; take it back, and give me gold Come, 
dispatch ! else I cannot go to the play. Look, there 
Is my pnrse,'* added she, sho'wing it» ** make hasttt 
and fill it.** 

After satisfying her demands, Mr. Burnet handed 
ber ladyship out the way sheen me in, which wafi by a 
private passage ; and having seated her in her carriage, 
nade bis bow. 

Meanwhile, the count Sobieski, wrapped in astonish* 
ment at the profligacy which the ^tene he had witnessed 
implied, remained in his concealment, till the pawnbro- 
ker returned and opened the closet door. 

''Sir,*' said he, colouring, ^' you have, undesignedly 
on your part, been privy to a very delicate atfair ; but 
my credit. Sir, and your honour — " 

*' Shall both be sacred,^' replied the count, anxious to 
relieve the poor man from the perplexity in which he 
teemed-to think himself involved, and therefore forbear- 
ing to express any surprise. But Rernet {iprceived it 
in bis look ; and before he proceeded to fulfil bis engage- 
ment with him, stepped halfway to the escru|oire, and 
lesumed. 

<* You appear amazed, sir, at what you have seen* 
And if I am not roiotaken, you are from abroad " 

*' Indeed I am amazed.'* replied Sobieski ; ** and I am 
from a country where the slightest su<)picion of a trans- 
action such as this, would brand the woman with in- 
famy." 

« And so it ought,** answered Burnet : " though by 
that sentiment I speak against my own interest ; for it it 
by such ladies as lady Villiers, that we make our mo- 
ney. Now, sir," continued he, drawing nearer to the 
table, ** perhaps, after what you have jut<t beheld, you 
will not hesitate to credit what I atA going to tell yoil. 
I have now in my bands the jewels of one dutchesSi. 
three countesses, and women of fashion. ^\\.Vvq.\\V. vc<»sl« 
ber. When they have an ill run at ^Xa^, \Xic^ ^V^^^ ^^ 
me in their exigencies ; first, by br\t\?>ti^V^«5\t *:\^vq»^^ 
here, wbea ibeljp husbands supnoB^ \\ietft.^\. ^)wi\T '«'»'^''' 

Tor. IT, ^^^ 
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crs^ or in ibeir own b^se; and as tbeit* oeca^iotis i# 
quire, on tfaifl deposit I lend them money ; tor whidi 
they make me a handsome present when tL^ ar6 re- 
leased. '* 

" Gracious Heaven I" exclaimed Thaddeus, "whata 
degrading" systeiQ of deceit must be the whoie Hves of 
these women !" 

•* It is very lamentable/' retitrned Burnet, ** but so it 
is. And they continue to manage matters very clever- 
ly. By giving me their note or word of honour, (for 
if these ladies are not honourable with me, I faavp their 
reputations so much in my puwer, that I coiMd destroy 
them at once, therefore I bold them in awe : and what- 
ever be their characters, I bave no fears on that head,) 
t allaw tbem to have the jewels out for the birtb*days, 
«nd receiv-ctheiu again when their exhibition is over. 
Asa compensation for these little indulgences, 1 gener- 
ally have additions to the present.at the end." 

Thaddeud could hardly believe such e^ history of tbnut 
women, whom trav^ellers mentioned, as not only the. 
most lovely, but the dinst amiable creatures in the world. 

"Surely, Mr. Burnet,'* cried he ** these women mnft 
desfiise eachotbtir; and become contemptible even to 
oursex.?*'^ -^ i 

" O no,'' rejoined the pawnbroker; " they seldom 
trust each other intbese affairs. All my fair customers 
are not so siPy as that pretty little lady who just now 
left us. She, and another women pf quality, have made 
each other confidants in this business. And Lord have 
mercy upon me when they dome together .' They are as 
ravenous of my money as if it had no other use than to sup- 
ply them. As to their husbands, brothers, and fathers, 
they are usually the last people who suspect or hear of 
these matters Their applications, when they run oat, 
are made to Jews and professed usurers, a race com- 
pletely out of our line." 

'* But, are all English women of quality of. this dis- 
graceful stamp !" ' 

«» No, Heaven forbid !'* cried Burnet ; *< if these 

spendthrift madams were not held in awe by their 

dread of superior characters, we shoi:!d have no depeo- 

dence whatever on their proioV^ev. O, wo\ there ace 

ladie? about court, whose v\clue%«ive a^s «wvtv«t\\.^'&^Jwi.v^ 

rank: Women ^ ^Uoae aictiousia\^v\.^\V Wv^tVit\s«=V\^ 



HulHlft^ before tbe Twrld^; and ihem, I oever see with* 
kk my doors.'' 

** We\h, Mr- Buriiet," rejoined Tbaddeus» ^toilingj 
'* Ixam glad to hear that. Yet 1 cannot forget the un^ 
expected view of the so famous British fair, which this 
Bight has oflSered to my eyes* It is straoge !" 

*• It is very had, indeed, sir," returned the man, giv- 
ing htm the money, and the paper that he had been 
preparing ; ** but if yon should have ocrasion to call again 
npon me, perhaps you' may be astonished still farther." 

The count bowed, and thanking him for his kindoesSi 
wisfaed htm a good evening and left the ahop. 

It was about seven o'clock \vhen Thaddeus arrived at 
the apothecary'8. Mr. Vincent was from home. To 
say the truth, he had purposely gone out of. the way. 
•For though he did not hesiiate to commit a shabby 
aelioD, he had not courage to (alee it? consequence: and, 
to avoid the probable remonstrances of Mrs, Bobson^ 
Jie bad commissioned bis as%$lstant to receive the amount 
of the bilL The Gount> without making an observe! ioiri 
having, paid. the man, wa«i returning homeward, along 
Duke's-streeti and the Piazzas of Drury-iane theatre, 
when the crowd that was pressing round the doors, con- 
strained him to stop. ' ^ 

After two or three more ineffeetoal attempts to get 
through the bustle without tbroyring himself into the 
juid^t of tbe splendid groupes/ th^ were passing from 
their carriages to the doors, he retreated a little behind 
the mob, at the moment when a chariot drew up, anil 
a gentleuan f^tepping out withtwo ladies, darted with 
them iuto tbe house. One glanee wa8 sufficient for the 
oount, who recognized his triend Pembroke Somerset, 
ifi high dressi, gay, and laughing. The heart of Thad- 
detis sprang, to him at the sight ; and forgetting his 
neglei^t and his own misfortunes, he ejaculated, 

«» Somerset I" 

T*remblins with eagerness and pleasure, he pressed 
tlirough the crowd, and entered the passage, at the io^ 
Btant the green door>shutin upon his friend. 

The disappointment was dreadful. To be so near 
Somerset and to lose him, was more than he could sus- 
tain. His bounding heart recoiled ; an<\ V\v^ c\i\\\ ^\ 
desfmir running through his veins, l\in\ev\ V\va\ ^\\Sio>^ 
&iot. Leaning, against the door, he lQi;>!^.Vi\^>«i.o^^» 
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gird hlntjtelf a Iittli air. He bad aearoaly stood a mtBttU 
In ibis isttuation, revolving whether he should follow 
his friend into the hoiif^e, or wait till he eam^ out agaia, 
when a gentleman begged him to make way for a party 
of ladies that were entering^ Tbaddeus moved on oaa 
aide ; but the opening of the green door existing a strong 
light, both on hi$ face and the groupe behind, his eyes 
and those of the impertinent inquisitor of the HuminiiiDt 
met each other. 

Whether the man were conscioofl that be deserved 
^hairtiseiuent for his former insolence, and dreaded to 
meet it now, cannot be explained ; but be turned pale 
ftnd shuffled -by Tbaddeus, as if he were (earful to trust 
' himself a second time within reach of his grasp* For 
the count, be was too deeply interested in his own pur* 
^fiuit, to waste one surmise about him. 

He continued to ponder on the sudden and unexpaat* 
ed sight of Pembroke Somerset, which had eonjarra up 
tea thousand fond and distressing reCoIleetions; aim 
with impatient anxiety determining to watch till the 
performance was over, he thought of inquiring hiB 
friend's address of the servants; but on looking round 
for that purpose, perceived that the chariot had driven 
away. , •' ^ 

Thus foiled, he returned to his post near the green 
door; where he socNft saw it opened several times by 
footmen |jassin|l^an(f repassing. Jndging that the cham- 
ber within might be a lobby, in which be would be lesB 
likely to miss bis object, he entered wkh the next per- 
son that approached; and seeing seats along the sides 
of the place, he sat down on the one nearest to the 
stairs. x- 

His first /idea was to proceed into the p1ay*hoose. 
But on reflection, he considered the little efaan'co of 
finding any individual in so vast a building, as no^ equal 
to the expense he should incur. ^Besides, from the 
dress of the gentlemen who entered the box door, be 
was sensi'ble that a great coat and round bat were not 
admissible. \ 

Having remained near an hour, with his eyes invaria- 
bly fixed on the stairs , he observed that same curious 
person who bad passed almost directly after big friend, 
came down the steps and waXkoul ol vVi^ ^qiq\. \x\V«^ 
taiaates he was rtturaiug aga\ii mOck a^ «,m\tV\Ti^«x3».Tb> 



^tefMiMse, aail alert Steps ; wh^nbigejresaccidenunyfal^ 
Mug oa the conot, (who sat with bis arms folded and 
htmsell almost hiddeo fay hi^ hat and the shadow of tb^ 
wall , he appeared to faulter io his walk and stretching 
«ot bis oack towards him, the gay grin left his features ; 
jstd'exclainoing in an impatient voioe, *< confound bioi V* 
he basteoed once aiore into the house. 

This rencontre with his Huojmums acquaintance, af- 
fected Thaddeus as slightly as the former ; and without 
!«ven aonexing a thought to bis figurcv as it flitted by him 
he reaMiaed watobing the passage till half after eleven » 
:At which hour the doors being.thrown open, the compa- 
ny began to pour forth. 

The count's hopes were. again on bis lips, and in his 
eyes. With the firiifparty that came down the steps, 
he immediately rofie; and planting himself close to the 
bottom stair, drew, bis liat over hi8 face, and narrowly 
examined each groupe as it d^eseended. Every fresh set 
that be beard approach, made his breast palpitate. How 
often did his heart rise and fall during the long succeSf 
sion which continued moving for near half an hour. 

By twelve, the bouse was completely cleared^ lie 
saw the middle door locked^; and motionless) with disap- 
pointment, did not attempt to stir, till the man who held 
the keys\old bim.to.go,.a8 be was about to fasten the 
other doors. 

This roused Thaddeus. And as he was preparing to 
obey, be asked the man if tbece were any other passage 
from the boxes. 

" Yes," cried be> << there is one that goes into I>cut 
ry-lane.*' 

" Then, by that have I lost him !'* wajj the reply which 
be made to himself. A.nd returning homewards « he ar- 
isived there a. few minutes after twelve. 
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chXpteriu. 

Tnk'vtfWB awoke in the morning, with his heart full 
of the last nigl^t's rencontre. One naomentf be regret* 
ted that be had not been seen by his friend ; and^ ia the 
next, when he ' surveyed his altered state, was atmett: 
reconciled to the disappointment ; then reproaching bioi*^ 
8ef f for a pride so unbecoming his principles and dishoa* . 
otl^rable to friendship, he asked, if be were In Somerset's 
place. and Somerset in bis, whether he couldever pardon- 
that morose delicacy, which would prevent the knowl- 
edi^e oi* hia friend's misfortunes and arrival In the same 
kingdom? 

I'hcfse reflections soon peri^uaded his judgment to what 
Le was so much inclined, determining him to ini^nire 
Pf>robroke't4 address of every one likely to know^ man 
of Sir Robert Somerset's consequence ; and then fo veB«< 
tuiea letter. 
\ in the midst of these meditations the door opened, 
^^d Mrs. Robson appeared before him drowned in tears* 
'' *< My dear, dear sir V* cried she, ^^ my William ia go- 
ing; I have just taken my last look of its sweet fac8,i 
"WIW you go down, and say farewell to the poor ^M 
you loved so dearly ?" • 

** No, my good madam ;*' returned Tbaddeus, his 
straying thoughts at once gathering round this sad cen- 
tre, '* I will rather retain you here until the melancholy 
task be entirely accomplished^* 

With a gentle violence he forced her upon a seat, and 
in silence supported her head on his side, against which 
she unconsciously leaned and wept. He listened with a 
painful melancholy to the removal of the coffin ; and at 
the closing of the street-door, which forever shut the 
little W illiam from that bouse in which he had been the 
source of pleasure. A tear trickled down the cheek of 
Thaddeus, and the groans of the poor grandmother w;ece 
audible. ^ 

The coqnt, incapable of speaking, squeezed her hand 
in his. 

•* O, Mr, Constantine ?*' cried she, ** see hcfw my sup- 
ports, one After the other, aratakeu^tomm^X ^t%\\of^ 

son, and^ovf Ws infant i To v«\iatdQ»i\\\>^^v\««Xtv 
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'Itou have ittU, my good Mrs. Bohson, a frletid ia 
heaven, that wiU supply the plaie of all that you lAve 
lost on earth.'' 

**True, dear sir; I am a wicked creature jtQ spaak as 
I ha^e done ; hut it is hard to suffer ; it is hard to losa 
«H we loved in the world !" 

' ^ It is,** returned the count, greatly affected at her 
grief. ** But you are not yet deprived of all ; you hava 
a grand-daughter." 

"Ah poor ^'ttle thing ! what will becoojeof her whea 
I>die P I Used often to think what a precious brother 
my darling Wilfiam would have proved to his sister, 
in^en I should be no more.'' 

Thh additional distress which her fancy had eonjured 
up, augmented the affliction of the^good old woman. 
And Thaddeus looking on her with his compassionate 
idful beaming in hiseyeSf exclaimed, 

*' Mis. Robson,%the same Almighty Being that pro- 
tected me, the last of my family, will protect the or- ^ 
phan offspring of so excellent a woman as yourself." 

Mrs. Robson lifted her head for a moment. She had 
never before heard him utter a sentence of his own his- 
tory; and what be had now let drop, added to the ten- 
der solemnity of bis manner, for an instant arrested her 
attention.— He went on. 

** In me, you see a man, who within the short space 
of three months, has lost a grjandfather that loved him 
as fondly as you did your W tlliam; a mother whom be 
saw expire before him, and whose sacred remains be was 
forced to leave in the hands of her murderers I Yes, 
Mrs. Robson, I have neither parents nor a home. I 
wwt a stranger^ and you took me in ; and heaven will re- 
ward your family in kind. At least, I promise that, 
whilst I live, whatever be my fate, should you be cal- 
led hence^ I will protect your grand-daughter with a 
brother's affection." 

** May heaven in its mercy bless you I'* cried Mrs. 
Robson, dropping on her kness. Thaddeus raised her , 
with gusiiing eyes ; and having replaced her in a seat, 
left the room for a few minutes to re9over himself. 

In the evening, Mrs. Watts, according lo iVxc^ «ai(v^*C% 

desire^ c&Ued with an estimate of the ex.v^^^fc*^^^^^^'^^'^'* 

ibe cbild^s interment. Fees and ever^ WCvcv^wAV*^^^^-* 

tic dem$ud ou lusi beaevolencs vfaa sVs^^^^^^* "^.^kfe 
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beyond his power, and consequently in a 
beyond his vvisfa ; but to the cry of want ^ n^ 
liess, his hand and heart were ever open. O 
in the street given away to a siarving chii 
tance which wa8 to purchase kts own hard 
never felt sutih neglect of btmself a privaUati 
turned his eyes and ears from the kittle 
would have been the hardest struggle } and 1 
brance of such inhumanity would have baun 
his piflow. This being the oaturaLdisposit 
count Sobieski', it iiad been so fostered and < 
the vederabte palatine, that he now fouiuJ ii 
«ult^ to bear calamity when* viewing anotlier 
whom he could not relieve than when penu 
himself in all its shapes of desolation. 

Towards mght the idea of Somerset, agaii 
Itself. When be fell asleep, his dreams re 
scene at the play-hoiise :. again he saw him ai 
eluded his grasp. • 

His waking thoughts were not less true t< 
ject ; And the next morning he went to a e 
in the lane, where he called for breakfea<«t, j 
ed of the master if he ^knew any thing of Sir '. 
merset. The question was no sooner asked 1 
answered to his satisfaction. The Court Guj 
amined, and he found' this address. * Sir Hoka 
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*'To Pemb&ose Somerset^ Esa. GBOtvsirQS 



'^ Hear Somer set ! 

**> Will the oaiM at the bottom of this paper surprise 
you ? Will il give you pleasure ?'' I cannot suffer my- 
0Blf to retain a doubt, although you have by the silpnca 
of two years almost eonviuced me that I am forgotton; 
In truth, Somerset, I had resolved never to obtrude m^« 
•eif and my misfortunes on your knowledge until la$t 
Wednesday night, when I saw you going into Dniry 
Iiaiie Theatre ; the sight of you quelled all, my resent- 
ment, and «I called aftw you but you did not hear* 
Fardon me, my dear friend, that I speak of resenimeht. 
It is a hard lessqn to learn, that of being resigned to^ 
the forgetftilness of them we love. 

** Notwithstaodtng that I lost my poeket>book with 

four dtreelion, in a skirmish soon after your departure^ 
have written to you frequently at a venture; and yet, 
though you knew in what spot in Poland you left Thad- 
den« and -his family, I have never heard of you since 
the day of our separation. ITet, you must have some 
food reason tor your silence; at least I will hop«.Qc>-— ->" 
and let me beg that I may either hear from you or se« 
you directly on your receiving this. 

'* Doubtless, public report has afforded yon some in* 
formation relative to the destruction of my ever-beloved 
country ! I bear its fate on myself. You wi4l find me ^ 
in a poor lodging at the bottom of St. Martinis liane* 
You will 6ad me changed in every thing. The first hor- 
rors of grief have subsided, and my dearest consolation 
rises in the midst of my affliction, out of what was its 
bitterest cause : I thank heaven, that my revered grand- 
father and mother were taken frooii a consummation of 
ills, that would have reduced them to a misery which I 
am content to endure alone. 

" Come to me, dear Somerset. To look on you, to 
pregs you to my heart, will be a happiness, that even in 
hope makes my heart throb with pleasure. ~ 

*< I will remain at home all day tonnotto^ vulVv^^v* 
pect^tioii of seeing you ; mean vrh\\«ft!8Cv«a\a^ ^^ajt^^^^j* 
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•rset ! Yoa will find, at No. 5, St. MartSn's Lane, youp 
very affectionate 

'' Thaddevs Constantibtb Sobie»ki« 

•* Friday noon, 

** P. S. Inqaire for me by the name of Mr. Constan*' 
tine.*' 

With the roost delightful emotiooB Thaddeos seaM 
thifl letter, and gave it to Nanny, with orden* to inqaire 
at the post-office when he n^ight expect an answer. The 
ehild returned with the information that it would reach 
Grosvenor Square in an hour, and therefore he could 
have the reply by three oVIoek. 

Three o'clock arrived, but no letter. Thaddens coun* 
ted the hours tilt midoifi;bt, whioh brought him nothing 
but disappointment. The whole of the succeeding day 
wore away in the sa&ie uocomfortabJe manner. Hi* 
heart bounded at every step thai sounded in tbe passage, 
and thrQwitig open his room door, he listened to every 
person that spoke, but none bore any resembtanoe to 
the voice of Somerset. 

Night again shut in, and the count, overcome by a 
train of doubts, in which despondence had now the 

freatest share^ threw fiimseif on his bed unable to cUm6 
is eyes. 

Whatever be our afflictions^ not one human creatur»( 
who has endured misfortune, will hesitate to aver, that, 
of all the tortures incident to mortality, there are none 
like the rackings of suspense. It is the hell which Mil- 
ton describes with such horrible accuracy : in its hoi ^ 
and cold regions the anxious soi|i of man is alternately | 
tossed from the .ardours of hope, to the petrifying pi* 
gours of doubt and dread. Men who have not been sus- 
pended between confidence and fear, in the faith of a 
beloved friend, are ignorant of the nerve whence ag<miet 
0re born.' It is, when sunk in sorrow, when adversity 
loads us with divers miseries, and our wretchedness is 
complete ; it is then wa feel, that though life is brief, 
there are few friendships which have strength to follow 
It to tbe end- 
Such were the re.flections of the count Sobieski, when 
Jbe arose ia the morning from h\9 sVefe^Ves? \»Ulo\v. The 
idea that the letter might Wve Wtia ^^\a>3fe^^ ^S&csx\«.^ 
Jkim a f&iai hope, which he t.\iw\di«i^ «\\ ^«^ ^ ^Xwi^vw^ 



to the ;exp6ctRtioa of seeing his fiieivd before smiseU 
But Somerset did not appear ; and Thaddeus, obliged 
to seek an excuse for hn absence in the supposition that 
his appttcatioa bad miscarried, rather Chan hastily aban- 
don hiiB self to the bejief that he was treated with cruel- 
ty anil lugratttude, determined io write once more, and 
deliver the letter biau»eU' at his friend's door. Accor- 
4ing(yi with different sensations fr4»af those with which 
he bad addressed him a few days befoire, he wrote these' 
Hoes. 

*^ To Pembbokb SoaiEBSETi Esa. 

'' If he, who once called Thaddeus Sobieski bis friend 
have received a letter which that exile addressed to him, 
on Friday. last, this note will. meet the same neglect. 
But if this be the first intelligence that tells Somerset, 
his friend is in town ;< though robbed of all that he pos- 
aessed, he wiii receive him with open arms at his faum'i 
h&e abode in St. Martin's Lane. - 

Sunday Evening, No. 5, St. Martin's Lane." 
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4. Thaddeus, having sealed the letter, walked out in 
seaceh of Sir Kobert Somerset's habitation. After som^ 
inquirieF he found out Gro^venor Square; and. notwith- 
staadftBg the darkness of the night was directed to the 
house by tlie light of the lamps and the luHres that 
fthone thfCMJgh the open windows. He hesitated a few 
minutes en-tbe pavement, ainl looked up. An old gen- 
tleman was standing with a little boy at the nearest 
window. Whilst tbe count's eyes were fixed on these 
two figures, he saw Somerset himself -come up to the 
child and lead it away towards a groupe oi' ladies. 

Thaddeus immediately fiew to the door with a tremor 
over bis frame which communicated itself to the knocker, 
for he knocked with such violence that the door was 
opened io an instant by half a dozen footmen at once*^ 
He spoke to one. 

** Is Mr. Pembroke Soaerset at home ?>' 

<* Tes,'' replied the man, supposing him to be a visl« 
tor, and making way for hjm to pass. 

** 1 do not want to see hiin now,'' rejjcuivcs^ \5r^ tw^wV-v 
'^ only, give bimihjBX letter dirccUy^ Iw V\.\r<»1^«^^ 
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, '* CerUlnly, ^r,'* rtptied Uiewnrant, ftid Tttaddrat 
iastantly withdrew. * 

He now turned homewardflt with his miBd more than 
commonly depressed. There was a somethiog in the 
whole affair that pierced him to the soul. He had seen 
the house that contained the man he most warmly lov- 
« ed, but he had not been admitted within it Hecouid 
DQt forbear recollecting, that when his gates had openp* 
ed wide as bis heart to welcome Pembroke Somerset, 
how he had been implored by his then grateful friend^ 
to bring the palatine and the countess with theird'etinoe 
to England, where his father would be proud to enter- 
tain them as the preservers of his 8on« How diflferent 
did he find (he reality, to all these professions. Instead 
of seeing the doors open to welcome him, he ha4 been at* 
lowed to stand like a beggar on the thi^eshold % and had 
he,ard them shut against him, whilst the form of Somer* 
set glided above himy even as the shadow of his buried 

joys- . 

These discomforting retrospectione on the past, an4 

painful meditations on the present, continued to occupy 

nis mind ; till, passing over from Piccadilly to Coven- 

try-street. be perceived a wretched looking man, almost 

bent double, accosting a party of people in broken 

IPrench, and imploring their charity. 

The voice, and the accent being Selavonian, arrest- 
led the ear of Thaddeus. Draiving close to the man aS 
the party proceeded without taking notice of his appli- 
eation, he hastily askad, *< are you a Polander P" 

<* Father of mercies !" cried the beggar, catching 
hold of'bis hand, ** am | so blessed \ have I at last met 
him !" and bursting into tears, he leaned upon the arm 
of the count, who, hardly able to articulate from sur- 
prise, exclaimed, << dear, worthy BuUsou ! What a time 
* is this for you end I to meet X But come, yon must go 
home with me." 

•' Willingly, my dear, Iprd," returned he, •* for I 
have none. I have begged my way from Harwich to 
this town ; and have already «peht two dismal nights in 
the streets." 

** O my country I'^ cried the full heart of Thaddeus. 

*' Yes,'* continued the \k)ot o\A «o\d\«t^ " It received 
iU de/ath-wound. \vhcm KwdatsiVo ^tx^ xri \iw\j3NR^t. 



7 naddSein toM make no reply ; but, sapportlng tfa# 
exhausted frame of his frieDcl, who was berdly able to 
walk, be gbidly desciried bU own door. 
: The widow opened it the moment be k nocked « and, 
aeaing some one with bion, was retrfeating, when Thad* 
4eos, wiio found from the atlenco of Batzou and his 
iMreasiae fieebleness« that he was near fainting, beg« 
^ed her t3 allow him to take his companion into her 
^itobcfi. She inataaily made way ; and whilst the count 
j^laced him in the arm-chair by the fire, the poor man 
ieeined at onca bereft of sensation. 

''^ He is my friend, my father's friend !" cried Tbad- 
flfene, (ookiog at bis paie and haggard face, with a 
itrange wUdness in his own features, << for heaven's 
mke give me flomething to restore him I" 
/ ^dirs* Robson ia dismay, and literaiiy having nothing 
belter in the house, gave him a glass of water. 
. *^ That will not* do/' exclaimed hey still upholding 
the motionless body on his arm ; '* have you no wine? 
•Othing ? He it dying for want" _ 

^' Nonet sir, I have none," answered she, frighteped 
at the violence of bis manner ; **■ run, Nanny, and bor- 
low some of IVlrs. Watts." 

^'Do,^* said Thaddeus, <^and bring me a bottle from 
the nearest inn." As he spoke he threw her the only 
baU guinea he possessed, and added, ** fly, for he may 
«iie ip a few. minutes*'' 

The cbiiU flew ftke lightning over to the Golden-Ksross ; 
and brought in the wine just a^ Butaou had opened his 
eyes, and was gazing at Thaddeus with a langui/l agony . 
that penetrated his soui. Mrs. Bobson held the water 
to his lips. He swallowed a little, and scarcely articu* 
lated, whilst his head dropped back on the chair, ^^ I am 
perishing for want of food.'* 

Tbaddens caught the bottle from Nanny, and pour- 
ing some wine into a glass, made him drink nearly all. 
This draught appearetl to revive htm. He raised himselt 
ap in bis seat, and, though still panting and speechless, 
leaned his swimming head upon the bosom of bis friend, 
wbo knelt by bis «)ide, whilst Mrs. Robson was prepa* 
ring some toasted bread and mulled wine. 

After much e:tertion betiveen the goo^ Xaxv^X^^"; ^tv\ 
ibe count, tAey sufficiently recovered 1>X« i^oot\w«JCv\ 
to lead him up stairs, and lay him otttVie\)eA» TXtfi'ftW^^'" 
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tAl drowsftiefs attendant on debility, aided by tlie fiiaiei 
of the wine, threw him into an iiumediate and deep sleeps 

Tbaddeus seeing him at rest, thought it proper to g« 
down to Mrs Rubsbn, and by a partial history of bis 
friend, satisfy her about the cause of the Fcene that she 
iiad just beheld. *Hc found the good woman sorpriseif 
and concerned, but no way displeased ; and in a few 
Words be gave her a summary expianaiioa of tlie pre* 
cipiiancy with which, without her permission, he had 
introduced a stranger to her roof. 

The substance of what he said, related, that the per^ 
lon up stairs had served with him in the army ; that in 
consequence of the ruin of his country, (which he could 
tio longer conceal was Poland,) he had flown in quest of 
him to England ; and in his journey had sustained those 
luisfortunes which had reduced him to the state she had 
witnessed. 

^* I met him,'* continued he, ** as a beggar in tiie 
street ; and whilst he lives, I shall hold it my duty to 
protect him. I love him f6r his own sake, and I ho^ 
Hour him for my grandfather's. Besides, Mrs. Robsoo,** 
med he, with additional energy, <* before I left my 
.country I made a vow to my sovereign, that, where- 
ver I should meet this brave old man, I would serve bioi 
^o the last hour of his life. Therefore we must part tto 
more. Will you give him shelter ?" added he, in a 
subdued voice, ** Will you allow me to retain him «a 
my apartments ?** 

*^ Willingly, sir ? but how can I accommodate hkn f 
he is already iu your bed, and I have got no other.'' 

** Leave that to me, best, kindest of women !" «x- 
<daimcd the count ; '* your permission has i*endered ttie 
happy.'* 

He then wished her a good night } and retulrning up 
stairs, wrapped himself in his dressing gown, and pas* 
' ^d the nijgbt by the little fire of the sitting room. 
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eHAPTEE IV. 

OviivO to comfortable refreshment, and a night of 
i^iet and undisturbed sleep, general Butzon awoke in 
tbenoorning much recovered from the weakness which 
had subdued him the preceding day.* 

Thaddeus observed this change with plearare.-^ 
Whilst he sat by his bed, ministering to him with ths 
care of a son, he dwelt with a melancholy delight on 
his reverend features ; and listened to his languid voice, 
with those tender associations, and sensations of the 
heart, which ara delicious, though they pierce it with 
•Dguish. 

'* Tell me, my dear general/' said be, ** for I can 
hear to hear it now ; tell me what has befallen my uq« 
happy country since I quitted it ?*' 

*< Every calamity,'' cried, the brave old man, shaking - 
bb head, ** that tyranny cpuld devise." 

*^^ Well, go on," returned the count, with a snHa 
that too truly painted the pretended composure of bis 
•ir ; ** we, who have beheld her sufferings, and yet live, 
need not fear hearing them related ! Did you see tha 
king before he left Warsaw ? He told me, that he was 
r to be banished to Grodno some time in the last month." 

** No,*' replied Butsiou, *< our oppressors took car« 
of that. Whilst you, my lord, were recovering of your 
wounds in the citadel, I set off for Sadioryn to join 
prince Poniatowski. In my way thither, 1 met soma 
soldiers, who informed me that his Highness had been 
impelled to discharge thei troops, and was ri^uming to 
support his brother under the indignities, which the 
haughtiness of Snworrow might premeditate. I then 
directed my steps fowanis Sendomir, where I hoped to 
find Wawrzeeki with a few faithful followers ; but here 
too I was dioappointeif. TwO days before my arrival, 
that general had, according to orders, disbanded the 
whole party. I- now found that Poland was completely 
in the hands of her ravagers. and I prepared to return. 
I was shocked and agonized at every step I retrod. I 
heheld the shores of the Vistula Unetl otv^^^*^ ^v\^m%\^ 
Russian troops. Ten thousand vswe ^li^Xft^ <k^ >asx 
^nks, and eighteen thousaud axAAi^^^'V. ^^ tv^'^ ^^ 
Prague and ViJjanow. 
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*< Wben I approached the walls of Warsaw, imagine, 
Illy dear count, how grfat was my indignation ! Hovr - 
barbarouSf how unmanly, the condact of our enemies! 
Around the city, batteries of cannon were erected, that ' 
en the least symptom of discontent were commanded to 
level it with the ground. 

** On the morning of my arrival, I was hastening to 
the palace to pay my duty to the king, when a Russian 
officer intercepted me, and threatened that« if 1 attempt- 
ed to pass, my obstinacy would be fatal to myself, and 
hazardous to his majesty, whose confinement and sutler** 
ings should increase in proportion to the adherents he 
retained amongst the Poles- Hearing this, I was turn- 
ing away overwhelmed with grief and anger, just as the 
doors of the audience-chamber opened, and the counts 
Potocki, Kilinski, and several others of your grand- 
father's dearest friends, were led out under a strong 
fuard. I was standing motionless with surprise, when 
^otocki, perceiving me, held forth his hand. I took it, 
and wringing it, in the bitterness of my heart uttered 
some words which I cannot remember; but the Russian 
bade me beware how I again gave way to such injurious 
warmth. 

** Farewell, my worthy general, said the count, **yott 
Bee Chat we are arrested. We hav« loved Poland too 
faithfully for her enemies ; and for that reason are to be 
sent out of the way to-morrow to Petersburgh. Though 
we are prisoners, we shall at least have the c(Thsolation 
of sharing the Same fate with Kiiaciut^ko." <' Sir, I can« 
not admit of this conversation," cried the officer of tbe 
guard ; who commanding the escort to proceed, I lost 
sight of tL*^se illustrious patriots probably for ever. 

I understood from the few Polen that remained in the 
citadel, that the good Stanislaus was to be sent on the 
same dismal journey to Grodno the next day. And that 
you had quitted Poland the moment your wounds %vould 
allow you to move, that you might at least avoid the 
flight of Suworrow's triumphal entry, which happened 
# on the ninth of November last. On the eighth, I believe^ 
you left Warsaw for England." 

" Yes," replied the count, who with a breaking heart 
had listened to this distressing narrative ; <* and doubt* 

?» /"Fa ved myself much mUer'y.'' 
** You did. One of the mag^slxBX^^ ^«SMi3aiA ^ ts» 
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t)>e wbole seene, at which I would not hare be«n preffBot 
for worlds. He told me, thet when the morniag arrived 
in which the Russian was to ipake his public eutryy not 
a ciUsen woulil be seen without compulsion. A dead 
nience reigned in the streets; the doors and windows 
of every house remained so closed, that a stranger might 
have supposed it to be a general mournrng ; and it was 
the bitterest that couldt have fallen upon our souls! At 
this moment, when Warsatv in a manner lay dying at 
the feet of her conqueror, the Russian troops marched 
into the city, and ltne<! the roadi), the only spectators 
of their own horrible tragedy. At length, with eyed 
that could no longer weep, the magistrates, reluctant, 
and fall of indignation, proceeded to meet Suworrow and 
his train on the bridge of Prague. When they came near 
enough to the procession, they presented the keys of 
Warsaw on their, knees." 

''^On their knees!" interrupted Thaddeus, starting 
up, and the blood flushing over his face. 

♦* Yes,'* answered Butzou, •* on their knees.'* 

*' Father of heaven !" exclaimed the count, walking 
about the room with emotion^ ** why did not the earth 
open and swallow them? Why did not the blood which 
saturated the spot whereon they knelt, cry out to them? 
O Butzou, this humiliation of Poland is worse to me 
than ail her miserjes !^' 

**I feel as you feel, my ford.'' continued the general, 
*'and I expressed myself with the same resentment; but . 
the magistrate who related to me the ctrciim«itance, urg- 
ed in excuse for himself and his brethren, that such a 
form was necessary; and bad they refused, probably 
their lives would have been forfeited.'' 

** Well,'' inquired Thaddeiio, resuming his seat, ** bu^ 
where was the king during this transactioa?'' 

^' In the castle: where he soon underwent a similar , 
seene, and received orders to be present next day at a 
public thanksgiving, when all the inhabitants of War- 
saw were forced to attend a (e-deum in gratitude for the 
deHruction of their country. I thank heaven, I was 
spared from witnessing this monstrous blasphemy; I was 
then at Sendomir. The day after I beard these homd 
accounts, I saw the carriage which coivVcAtv^^xJa,^ ^y^^ 
Stanislaus, guarded, lijce a traitor' « onX. o^ %!aft ^g^^s^N 
tmd that very hour I left the couuU^. \ \.xv«€C«A. ns*- 
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wards Hamburgh^ inhere I took my passage to Harwich* 
From fatigue, one of my old wounds broke out afresfa» 
and Gontinuvng ill a week^ I expende<t tlie little money 
I had bronght with me. Reduced to my last shiHing, 
and eager to find you, I begged my way from that town 
to this. I had already spent two miserable days and 
nights ID the open air, with no other sustenance than 
the casual charity of passengers, when heaven sent yoa 
to save me from perishing in the streets'* 

Butzou pressed the band of his young friend, as he 
concluded. Displeasure still kept its station on tbe 
count's features, The good general observed it with 
satisfaction, welt pleased that indignation at the suppos- 
cd pufsitianimity of his countrymen, prevented those 
bursts of grief, which he had expected from his sensible 
nature, when he should be informed that the ruin of 
Poland was confirmed. 

Towards evening, general Butzou fell asleep. — Thad- 
cleus, leaning back on his chair, fixed his eye^ on ihe. 
fire, and pondered, with amazement and.sorrowi on all 
that had passeck When it was nearly dark, and he wai 
yet lost in his musings, Mrs. Robson gently opened the 
iooT with a candle in her hand, and presenting a letter. 
•* Here, sir," said she, *' is a letter a servant has just 
left; he told me there required no answer." 

Thaddeus had sprung from bis seat at the sight of the 
paper, and, almo.H catching it from her, his former 
gloomy cogitations dispersed before the hopes and fond 
emotions of friendship which now lit up in his bosom* 
Mrs. Robson had withdrawn. He looked at the super- 
scription, it was the hand-writing of his friend. Tear- 
ing it asunder, two folded papers presented themselves; 
he opened tbem,.and they were his own letters, which 
bad been read and returned to him without a word. His 
beating heart felt suddenly chilled. Letting the papers 
fall from his hand, he dropped down on a seat, and clos- 
ed his eyes, as if he would shut them from the world 
and its ingratitude. 

Unable to recover from the astonisJjment into which 
thisevent had thrown him, his thoughts whirled about 
in a succession of accusations, purraises, and doubts, that * 
seemed for a few minuie* to dnve V\\a\ to c^stractioa. 
'' IFas it really the hand o? ^^omeT^eV"^^' 
A Quia lie exaouaed tUe eu^eiopt* W.^^'s.n wA v» 
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cndMilre were Us own letters, withoiit one vord •f 
•poiogy for such iogfmtitnde. 

«^ Could be makeooe? No/' replied Thaddeas to 
btnself. *<Uohappy that I am, tn have been iiidaced 
to apply twice to so despicable a man : Ob, Somerset," 
cried be, looking at tbe papere as tbey lay before fatm, 
*' was it necessary that insult most be aJded to nnfaith- 
fulnesfand ingratitude, to throw me c»ff entirely? Good 
heaven ! did be think because I wrote twice, that I 
would persecute, bim with api#lications ? Well, 1 have 
been iohl that this is laankind ; but, that I should find it 
in him V* 

In this way, agitated and muttering, and walking np 
and down the room, he spent another wakeful and cheer- 
less night- 
Next morning, when the connt went down »tairs to 
beg Mr$s Robson to attend bi« friend till bis return, she 
mentioned what uneasiness be bad occasioned her the 
preceding night, as she had beard him most of the tiino 
moving above her head. He was accounting to h-^ for 
bis restlessness, by complaining of a head-ache that 
would not allow bim to sleep, when hbe interrupted him 
by saying, ** O no, sir, I am sure it is tbe hard b<iwd8 
you lie on to accommodate the poor old gentleman, i 
am certain you will makeyour8<^lf ill." 

Tbaddeus thanked ber for her iM>licitude ; but, declar* 
ing that nothing of tbe kind was any hardship to bim, 
be left her; and, with bis drawings in bis pocket, once 
more took tbe path to Great Newport-street. 

Indignaiion against bis fickle friend, and anxiety for 
tbe tranquillity of general Bstzou, whose age, intirmi* 
ties, and sufferings, threatened a speedy teriuioation oF 
bis life, detrrmined the cjunt to sacrifice all false deli* 
caey and weakness, and to hazard another attempt at 
acquiring the means of affording those comforts to tho 
sick veteran which his state demanded. — Happen how it 
would, he resolved that Butztm should never know the 
complete wreck of bis property. He shuddered at load- 
ing him, with the additional distress, of feeling that be 
was a burthen on his protector. 

Thaddeus passed the door of tbe print-seller who had 
behaved so ill to bim on his first appUcaiWou*, «.t\^, vi«W« 
ing to the farthest shop on that svde, euVet^A \N. ^tv\> 
faj'/'ogbis drawings on the counter, Tfei^uft&'.e^\.\ift\a»»»N*^ 
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count dreading a second repulse, or even more thaa 
fimilar insolence, faastUy added : 

" They are scenes in Germany. If you like to have 
them, their price is a guinea." 

'< Are you the painter, sir ?'' asked the man. 

'* Tes, sir. Do they please you ?** 

^Yes,'* answered the man, examining them nearer, 
'* there is a breadth and freedom in the style which is 
novel, and may take. I will give you your demand.'' 

Thaddeus rejoiced that he had succeeded where be 
really felt no hope; aod with a bow was leaving th^ 
shop, when the man called after him, *' Siri Sir !'* 

Thaddeus returned, prepared to hear some impertineot 
remark. ^ 

It is a strange thing, but it is true ; thai those who 
have been thrust by misfortune to a state beneath their 
birth and expectations, feel as if they were the object of 
universal hostility They see contempt in every eye, 
they suppose insult in every word; the slightest neglect 
IS sufficient to set the sensitive pride of the unfortunate 
in ablaze: and. alas! how little is this senMbility re« 
fpected by the rich and gay in their dealings with the 
unh ppy ! To what an addition of misery are the 
wretched exposed; meeting not only those contumelies 
which the prosperous are not backward to bestow, but 
those fancied ills, that, however unfounded, keep the 
mind in a constant fever with itself and warfare with tb; 
surrounding world! 

^Repeated insults had taught the count Sobieski to feel 
much of this anticipating irritability; and it was with a 
very haughty step that he turned back to hear what the 
print-seller had to say. 

<< I only want to ask, whether you follow this art as a 
profession?'' 

*' Yes." 

'< Then, I will be glad if you can furnish me with sis 
gueh drawings every week.'* 

** Certainly," replied Thaddeus, pleased with the pro- 
bability of securing something towards the support of 
liis friend. 

** Then bring roe another half dozen next Monday.'' 

Tbaddaus promised, aa^wWXv^ ixvqi« ^^^CvtSotsA mod 
toQk kia way homewacilft. 
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"Who IS there iii England that does not remember the 
dreadful winter of 1794i vviif»n the whole country lay 
baried in a thick ice that seemed eternal? Over that ice, 
and through those snows, the venerable general Butzotf 
had begged his way from Harwich to London ; resting 
at night under the shelter of some shed or out^-bou^te. 
The effect of this, was a painful rheumatism that fixed 
itself in his limbs, and now rendered them neatly use- 
tess* 

Two or three weeks. passed over the heads of the gen- 
fral and his young protector; Thad^leus, cheering th& 
old roan with his smiles; and. he in return, imparting 
the only pleasure to him that his melanchiy heart couldr 
receive ; the conviction that his attentions and affectioa 
were productive of comfort. < 

In tbo' exercise of these duties, the count not only 
felt his health gradually recover its tone, but his niind> 
become more tranquil, and less prone to those sudden 
iho&s of regret and feeling which had been rapidly sap- 
ping bis iffe. 

By a s^trict economy on his own part, he managed to 
pay the ^idow and i^iipport his friend, out of the weekly 
profHs of his-drawitti^s, which were now and then aug- 
mented, by a commission to do one or two more than 
the stipulated namber. 

Thus, conversing with Butzon, reading to him when 
awake, or pursuing his drawing ^hen he slept, Thaddeus 
spent the titne until the beginning of March. 

One fine star-light evening in that month, just before 
the frost broke up, after i!^ainting all day. he put on his 
liat, and desiring little Nancy to take care of the gene- 
ral, he left his work at the print>seiler's, and then pro* 
ceeded through Piccadilly, intending to go as far as 
Hyde Park corner, and return. 

Much pleased with the beauty of the night, he walked 
on. not remarking ihat he bad passed the turnpike, till 
he beard a scream. The sou ml seemed to come from near 
the Park-wall. He immediately hurried along, and 
came np with a woman who was struggling with a man 
that was swearing and behavingHn a very brutish, man- 
Dsr. 

Without a mgmenVs hesitation, T\\ad&«Qi« V\>^ ^^'ctfe 

6hir of bis arm ftent the fellow ree\in^ a^BL\t\%X X^m^ ^n'^^ * 

-ft?/ wbUst be suppottQd the outtaj^ ^w«ott '^V^ '^^*" 
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officers in tHe park) and the perfidy of Someniet, «B^ 
thought that he had no reason to give tbeiu more of his 
res/iecl» than their countrywomen coosidered fit to be- 
stow. 

*' Come, come, Maria,'' cried Lady Tioemouth; 
** though no woman has l^ss cause to speak well of 
inaukind than I have, I will not permit my countrymeB 
to be run down injoto, I dare say this geniieinan wiil 
agree with me, that' it neither shows a candid nor « 
patriot spirit?" 

" 1 dare «ay ihe will not agree with you, Lady Tine« 
mouth. No gentleman yet, who had his wits about 
him, ever agreed with an elder lady against a younger. 
Now, Mf' Oeiitteman ! for it seems that is the name fay 
which we are to address you; what do you say?'* 

Thaddeui: almost laughed at the lingular way she ha4 
chosen to ask his name ; and allowing some of the gluooi 
which generally obscured his fine eyes* to disperse, btt 
ansvi er«iJ her w ith a smile, 

*< My name is Constantine." 

^' Well, you have replied to my last question fir»t; bui 
I wilt not let you otf about my );^eari»h countrymen. 
Don't you think, Mi\ ConKiantiue. that I may call them 
so, without any breach of good manners to them^ or 
duty to my country ? For you see her ladyship^ bangt 
much upon patriotism." 

Lady Tinemouth shook her head. 

*^ O Maria, Maria, yon are a strange mad-cap.'* 

*^ I don't care i'or that; I will have Mr. Constantine'f 
Unprejudiced reply. 1 am sure, if he had taken as long 
a time in answering your call, as he does mine, the 
ruffian mi^ht have killed and eaten you too before he 
moved to your assistance. Come, sir, may I not say 
that they are bears.?'' 

*•• Certainly. A pretty woman may lay any thing " 

*' Positively, Mr. Constantiue, I won't endure con- 
tempt ! Say such another word, and I will call you a« 
abominable an animal as the worst of them." 

'' But I am not a proper judge, Miss Egerton. t 
liave never been in company with any of these men.; aog 
to be impartially 1 mnst siif^send royopipioa." 
^* AmJ not believe my word?" 
Thadiieus bowijd. 
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^ take voor champion to yourself; he is too great a 
lavage for me.'* 

<* Thank) you Maria," returned her ladyship, giving 
her hand to the count to lead her to the supper room ; 
** this is the way the quarrels with every man that comes 
ioto my house, afid then her itl humour transforms then 
to its own likeness." 

■ ** And where is the man,'* observed Tbaddeuft, ** that 
would not Hbe happy under the spells of BO beautiful a 
Circe !" 

' <'It won't do, Mr. Constantine/* cried she, taking 
her place opposite to him ; ** my anger is not to be ap- 
peased by calling me names ; you donH mend the matter 
mnchy by likening me to a heathen and a witch '* 

Lady Tinemouth bore her part in the conversation of 
the evening, in a strain more in unison with the count's 
mind. However, be found no inconsiderable decree of 
amusement, from the unreflecting volubility and giddy 
fallies of her friend ; and on the whole, spent the few 
hours that-he passed there, with some resemblance to 
his almost forgotten sense of pleasure. 

He was in an elegant apartment, hewasinthe com- 
pany of two lovely and accom pi i$)hed women, and he 
was the object of their entire attention and gratitude. 
He had bet^n usied to such scenes in his days of happiness* 
when he felt himself ^< the txputancif and rose of the fair 
tlattf the glass offokshion^ and the mould of form, the ob- 
served of all observers ;*' and its reappearance awakened, 
with tender rememberances. associating feelinij;s, that 
made him rise u ith regret when the clock struck .me. 

Lady Tinemouth, bade him good nij^ht, with an earn- 
est request that he would shortly repeat his visit. Thitf* 
invitation gratified him much ; and they parted mutually 
delighted with each other. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Blbasbd as the count was with tbe aequaiptanoe to 
which his gallantry had introdueed hioiy he did not re- 
peat his cali for a long iimft 

A few morolDgs after bis meeting with lady Tine- 
moirtfa, the hard frost broke up. The efaange in the 
atmosphere so dreadfully affected the general, by pro- 
ducing a relapse of his rheamatif: fever, that hi^. friend 
had to watch by his pillow ntght and (ia)r for ten days. 
At tbe end of this period he reocivered sufficiently to sH 
lip and read, or to amuse himself by registering the mel- 
ancfaoly events of the last caupaigns. in a large bi)Qk, 
with plans of the different battles. Ihe Fight of this 
volume would have distressed J'haddeus had he not 
-seen that it a£f^.>rde(l comfort to tbe poor veteran, whom 
it transported back into the midi^t of scenes^ on w^bich 
he delighted to dwell; yet be would often lay down his 
pen, shut tbe book, and weep, like an infant. 

The count left him one morning at this employment* 
•and strolled oat, with the intention of calling on lady 
Tinemoutb. As he walked along by York-house, he 
perceived Pembroke Somerset with a gentlemaa leaning 
on his arm, coining out of Bond^street* 

All the blood in. the count's body- seemed rushing to 
bis heart. He trembled. The ingenuous smile on his 
friend's countenance, and bjs features so sweetly marked 
with frankness, made his resolution falter. 

**But proofs," cried lie to himself, *'ere absolute!'' 
and turning bis face to a stand of books that was near 
him, he stood there till Somerset had passed. He went 
hiy him speaking these words ; 

*' I trust, father, that ingratitude is not his vice." 

"But it is yoursi Somerset!" murmured ThaddeuSy 
as for a moment he gased after them, and then proceed* 
ed en his walk. 

When his name was announced at lady Tinemocth*! 
he found her ladyship and another lady, but not Miss 
Egerton. Lady Tiiiemouth expressed her pleasure at 
this visit, and her surprise that it had been«,so long de- 
ferred. 

** The pain of such an apparent lieglect of your lady- 
ship's goodness," replied le, **hasr been added to^isy 



•Btlety for the declining health of a friend^ whose in^ 
•reasing illness is my apology." 
, ^' I wis!},'* returned her ladyship, her eyes beaming 
approbation, *< that all my frjeods could excuse thdip 
absence so wel^^" 

*' Perhaps they might, if they chose," observed the 
other lady, " and with equal sincerity*'' 

Thaddeiis understood the incredality couched under 
these words. So did lady Tinemouth. 

** However," rejoined she, *' be satisfied, Mr. Con- 
ttantioO; that I believe you stneere." 

The count bowed. 

*' Pie, lady Tinemouth !" cried the lady, ** you are 
partial ; nay, you are absurd : did you ever yet hear a 
man speak truth to a wotnan ?" 

" Lady Sara !" replied her ladyship, with one of those 
arch glances that seldom visiti^d her eyes, '^ where will, 
he your vanity if I assent to this ?'' 

'* In the moon, with man's sincerity.'' ' / 

Thaddeus paid tittle attention to thi« dialogae. Wx* 
thoughts, in spite of hintiselft were wandering after the 
figures of Somerset-and his father. 

Lady Tinemouth* whose fancy hod not been quiet 
about him since chance had introduced him to her ac- 
quaintance, obseryed bis present absence withont noti- 
ciog it. And, indeed, the fruitful imagination of Maria 
Bgerton had^not lain stiU. She declared, " he- was a 
soldier by his dress^ a. man of rank from his maon«r8^ 
an Apollo in his person, andahero from his gallantry!^' 

Thus did Miss Egerton describe him to lady Sara. 
Roos ; '* and^"' added she, *' what. convinces me that he 
is a man of fashion, he has not been within these wallft 
since we told him that we should take it a.« a favour.'' 

Lady Sara bad. been eager tocsee this handsome stran- 
ger. Having previously determined to drop in at lady 
Tinemouth's under some excuse or other, every morning,, 
till her curiosity was gratified, she was not a little pleas- 
ed when she hewd his name announced. 

Lady Sara was married ; but sbe was also young and 
beautiful, and sbe liked that her power sbould.be felt by 
others besides* her busbaml. The instant she beheld the 
count Sobieski, she formed the wish to entangle him in her 
chains. She learnt, by his pale countenance and thought- ' 
fat air,«thalha was a melaoehoiy chacacterv aod q.Vvqn^ 
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all thin^, slie had sighed' for such a lover. She expected to 
receive from one ol that ca««t, h tenderness, a devoted- 
seas ; in short) a fervent, wild and romantic passioOr 
which would feed on her sighs and its own fires to ^ter- 
nity. Thaddeus appeared to her to be the very creature 
of whom t«he had been in search. His abstraction, his 
voice and eyes, the one so touching, the other so ne- 
gleictful of any thing but the ground, all were irresistible, 
and she resolved from that moment (in her own wqfd^) 
** to make a dead set at him." ^^ 

Lady Finemouth, not less pleased with this second 
Tiew of her new acqiiaintamce than she had been at the 
fir$it directn^ her discourse to him, accompanied by 8(11 
that winning interest so endearing to a liberal heart. 
TV'hilst she was speaking, lady Sara, who never augured 
'Well to the success of her fascinations when the countess 
addressed herself to any of her victims, tried every 
me^n in her 'power to draw aside the attention of the 
co&t. She played with her ladyship'sdog; but, that 
not succeeding, she. determined to strike him at once 
-with the elegance of her figure. Complaining of the 
heat, she threw off a large green velvet mantle which 
she had on, and, rising from the chair, walked towardi 
the window. 

When she looked round to enjoy her victory, she saw 
that this manceuvre had failed like the rest; for the pro- 
voking countess was still standing between her and Thad- 
deus. Almost angry, she flung open the sash, and, 
putting her bead out, exclaimed in her best modulated 
tones : , 

** How d'ye do?" 

" I hope your ladyship Is well this fine morning !'' was 
answered in the voice of Pembroke Somerset. 

Thaddeus grew pale, and the countess feeling the cold, 
turned round to ask lady Sara to whom she was speak- 
ing. 

" To a pest of mine, my dear/' returned she, and 
then stretching out her neck she resumed, <'. But where 
in the name of heaven, are you going, Somerset,' with 
ah that travelling apparatus?" 

'* To Deerbui^t ; we are going to take lord Arun 
tlowa. Bat I keep your lad^Bh\^ \TilVi« eold. Good 
MDorningJ* 

My compliments to Sir BoViett, Ooo^ V3^\ ^wA 
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pfe !" Will waving her white hand tiil bis eurHeli waft 
«ut of sight, when she turned round, her desires were 
{{ratified, for tlie elegant stranger was standing witk 
his eyes fixed on that hand. But, bad sh« known, that 
ibrany cogniasance they took of its beauty, they might 
as well have been fixeifon vacancy, she would not have 
pulled down the window, and reseated herself, with 
such an air of triumph. 

Thecount took his seat with a sigh, and lady Tine* 
mouth did the same. 

** So, that is the son of Sir Robert Somerset ?'* 

'* Yes,*' replied her ladyship. <* and what do yoa 
think of him ! He is called very handsome.'* 

** Tour ladyship has forgotten that I am near-stght* 
ed " answered the counters, *' 1 could not discriminate 
his features, but I think his figure fine. I remember his 
father was a handsome man^ and a man of wonderful 
talents'* 

"That may be/* resumed lady Sara langhing, and 
anxious to excite some emotion of rivalry in the breast 
of Tbaddeus, '^ I am sure 1 ought not to call in ques- 
tion bis talents and taste, for he has often wished that 
fate had reserved me for his son." H^r ladyship sighed 
and looked down. 

This sigh and gesture had more effbct upon her vic- 
tim, than all her exhibition 'graces. Sotiifiicult itisto- 
break affection and habit. Any thing relating to Pem- 
broke Somerset. couJd yet so powerfully interest th& 
count, as to stamp itself on bis features.. Besides, the 
appearance of any latent disquietude, where all seemed 
splendor and vivacity, reminded him painfully of the 
chequered lot of man. His eyes Were resting upon her 
ladyship, full of a tender commiseration, pregnant with 
compassion for ht-r, himself, and ail the world, when 
she raised her head. The meeting of such a look from 
him filled her with agitation. — She felt something strange 
at her heart. His eyes seemed to have penetrated to its 
inmost devices.— Blushing like scarlet, she got up to 
hide an embarrassment not to be subdued ; ana, hastily 
wishing the countess a good morning, curtsied to him 
and left the room. 

Her ladyship entered the carriage viWVi ^^^vci'^^>Rw 
commoiion. She could not accoMtiX, lot ^^^^ t"o>^Va,i^«^ 
wbwb bis look bad occasinjRed ; %aOL^ \»M v^^l ^^"^ 
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weakness ao like a raw iDexperienced girl, she deter> 
mined to become one of lady Tinemouth*8 constant Visi- 
tors, until siie should have brought him (as she had done 
most of the men about court) to her feet.4 

These were her ladyship's cogitations, as she rolled 
along towards St James's Place. But she a little ex* 
ceeded the fact in her statement ; for, notwithstandiog 
fhe could count as many lovers as any woman/ both be- 
fore and after her marriage, yet few would have ven- 
tured so far as to trust the consequence of a kneeling 
petition. Somehow, these worthy lords and gentle- 
men had all to a man, adopted the oracle of the poet^ 
that, ' 

** Love fleet as air, at sisbt of human ties, 

** Spreads his light wings, and in a moment fti«8 !** 

They all professed to adore lady Sara Capel ; some were 
caus^ht by her beauty, others by her eclat, but none 
had the most distant wish to make this beauty and eclat 
his own legal property 

The young marquis of Severn fluttered round berlady- 
fihip during the first year of his appearance abou^ court ; 
but at the end of that time, instead of ofTering her his 
hand, he married the daughter of a rich city banl^r. 

Lady Sara, who was at her father's house in the 
country,, when this intelligence arrived, was so incen- 
sed, that, to show her disdain of this apostate lover, 
she set off the same evening for Scotland with Harry 
Roo^, n grandson of the duke of Lincoln. They were 
married, and her ladyship had the triumph of being pre- 
sented to her majesty the same day with the marchion- 
ess of Severn. 

The first whirlwind of her resentment subsided, she be- 
gan most dismally to repent her union. She loved cap- 
tain Roos as little as she had loved lord Severn She 
had admired the rank and gallantry of the one ; and the 
profound adoration of the other, bad made a complete 
friend of her vanity. But now, since her revenge was 
gratified, the homage of Harry Roos ceasing to excite 
the envy of her companions, from the hour in which he 
became her husband, she grew weary of his attentions, 
and >('as very happy when the admiralty ordered him to 
the coauoaad Qf a ship beuAd to the ifiied^terraAeaa. 
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The last fervent kiss which he imprintecl on her }ip%^ 
as they breathed out the cold '* Good-bye, Rons, take 
care of yourself!" seemed to her the seal of freedom ; 
and she returned into her dred8m'G^>rooQ], not to weep, 
but rejoice in the project of a thousand fesiivittes and a 
thousand lovers. 

Left at an early aee without a mother, and ignorant 
of the duties of a wi^, she thought that if she kept her 
husband and herself out Of Doctors Commons, she should 
do no hkrm by amusing herself with the hearts of every 
man that came in her way. Thus, she hardly moved 
without a train of admirers. She had already attracted 
. every one worth the trouble ; and had listened to their 
compliments and insolent presumptions, till she was 
nearly tired of both ; when Miss Egerton related to her 
the countess's rencontre with the gallant foreigner* 

As soon as her ladyship heard that he was of rank, 
(for Miss Egerton had not been backward to affirm the 
dreams of her own imagination,) she formed an earnesl 
wish to see him: and when, to her infinite satisfaction, 
be dicj present himself, in her eyes he exceeded every 
thing that had been described. To secure such a con- 
quest, she thought would not only raise the envy of 
the women, but make the men look about them to dis- 
cover some novel and more attractive way than they 
had hitherto attempted, to portray the extent of their 
devotion. 

■ Whilst lady Sara was meditating on her new plans, 
the count <and lady Tinemouth remained alone. Her 
latiyship talked to him on various subjects :^bi]t he an- 
swered ill upon them all, and sometimes very wide of 
the matter, At last, feeling that he must be burthen- 
some, he arose, and, looking paler and more depressed 
than when he entered, wished her a good morning. 

'* I am afraid, Mr. Constantine, that you are unwell ?'* 

Thaddeus, like most people, who desire to hide what 
is passing in their minds, gladly assented to this, as an 
excuse for a taciturnity which he could not vanquish. 

" Then,*' cried her ladyship, *' I hope you will favour 
me with your card, that I may know where to send ?'' 

Thaddeus was confounded, and looked down for a 
moment; then, returning into the room, took up a pen 
which lay on the table, and said, 

^' I will write my address to a place from whence ao^ 
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of yonrlatfyslifp's commands will reach me ; but, I wilp 
do myself the honour to repeat <my call very Boon.** 

<* I flhall always be happy to see you/' replied the 
eountedS) while be was writing ; " but, before I engage 
you in a promise of which you may afterwards repent, I 
must tell you, that you will meet with dull entertain* 
ment at my house. I see very little company ; and were 
it not' for the inexhaustible spirits of Miss Egerton, I 
believe I should become a complete misanthrope." 

" Your house will be my paradise !** exclaimed the 
count, with an earnestness, to the force of which be did 
not immediately attend 

Lady Tinemoutb smiled. 

** I must warn you here, too,** cried she; "Miss 
£gerton must not be the deity of your paradise. She i» 
already under engagements that would precludeall hope 
on that head." 

Thaddeus blushed at being mistakeui and wished ta 
explain himself. 

** You misunderstand me, madam. I am not insensi* 
bie to beauty ; but, upon my word, at that moment I ' 
had nothing else in my thoughts than gratitude for your 
Iadysbip*s kinduess to an absolute stranger." 

*^ 'that is true, Mr. Constantine; you are an absolute 
Stranger, if the want of a formal introdnctiout and an 
ignorance of your family, constitute that title. Bui 
your protection introduced you to me; and there is 
something in your appearance which convinces me, that 
I may not be afraid of admitting you into tfaovery scan* 
ty number of my friends.'' 

Thaddeus immediately perceived the delicacy of lady 
Tinemoutb; who wished to know who he was, yet 
felt repugnant to give him pain by a question so direct 
that he must answer. As she had proposed it, she left 
him entirely to bis own discretion ; and he determined, 
as far as he could, without exposing bis real name and 
' circumstances, to satisfy her very proper curiosity. 

The countess, whose benevolent heart was deeply in^ 
terested in his favour, (Observed the changes of his coun- 
tenance with an anxious desire that he would be ingenu* 
ous. Her solicitude did not arise from any doubts that 
gbe entertained of his quality and worth, but she wish* 
ed to be enabled to rep\y w\lb proTtt^ltv«sa\oi^i^vT\s«^\^- 
tive people who might' see \i\m aXViw \xo>k^ 
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'< I bardly know,'' said Thaddeus, " in what words 
to express my seDse of your ladysbip^s generous con- 
fidence in me ; and that my character is not undeserving 
of such distinction^ time, 1 trust, will ratify." He paus- 
ed for a moment, and then resumed : *' For my rank, la- 
dy Tinemouth, it is now of little consequence to my 
comfort; rather, perhaps, a source of mortification; 
for ," he hesitated, and then proceeded, with a 

faint colour tinging his cheek, "• ^iles from their coun- 
try, if they would not covet misery, must learn to for-, 
get ; hence I am no other than Mr. Constantine ; though, 
in acknowledgment of your ladyship's goodness, 1 deem 
it only just, that I should not conceal my real quality 
from you. 

'* My family was the first in Poland. Even in ban- 
ishment, the remembrance that its virtues were as well 
known as its name, affords some alleviation to the qon^ . 
viction, that when my country fell, alh my property, 
and all my kindred, were involved in the ruins. Soon 
after the dreadful sealing of its fate, I quitted it ; and 
by the command of a dying parent, who expired in my 
arms, sought a refuge in this island, from degradations, 
which otherwise, I could neither repel nor avoid.*' 

Thaddeus stopped ; and the countess, struck by the 
graceful modesty with which this simple account was re- 
lated, laid her hand upon his. ' 

**• M.f, Constantine, I am not surprised at any thing 
you have said. The melancholy of your air induced me 
to sus{{ect that you were not happy ; and my sole wish, 
in penetrating your reserve, was to show you that a 
woman can be a sincere friend.'' 

Tears of gratitude and respect glistened in tht^ count's 
eyes. Incapable of making a suitable reply, he pressed 
her hand to his lips. She rose , and, willing to relieve 
. a sensibility that delighted her, added, " I will not de- 
tain you longer, only let m^ see you soon.*' 

Thaddeus uttered a few inarticulate words, whose sig- 
nificancy conveyed nothing, but every thing was de- 
clared by their confusion. The countess's eloquent 
smile, showed that she comprehended their meaiping ; 
and he left the room. 

On his return botaef he found ganeraX B\x\z^w vc^'^^iV.* 
ter spirits, still poring over his JonrtiaX. T\v\% ^^V'^'t 
teamed to be the representative oC a\\ vjY3L\cV>tt»^ «^^^ 
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beto clear Co him. He dwelt upon it, and talked about 
it, with a doating eagernms, borderiRg on insanity. 

These «ymptooi8, increamig Irom day to day, gave 
his young firiend considerable uneasiness. He listened 
with pain to the fond dreams which had taken possessioB 
of the poor old man, who had delighted in saying, that 
much might yet be done in Potaad, when he should be- 
recovered, and they enahied. to return tctgetber to War- 
saw, and stimulate t^% people to revolt. 

Tfaaddeas at Afst attempted to prove the empMness of 
these schemes; but eeeii»g that oontradiction on this 
heady threw the general back is to deeper de9pondency^ 
he thought it better to affect the same fentiments ; too 
well perceiving) that death would soon termiiiAie these 
▼isoiis with his life. 

AeeordJngly, as far as lay in the eount^s power, h^ 
satisfied all the fancied wants of his revered frienil; 
who, on every other subject was perfectly reasonable y, 
bat at last he became so absorbed in this chimerical plot| 
that even conversation^ aodbis meals; seemed to op- 
press him with restraint. 

When l^addeus, with sorrow, perceived that bifr 
Ciompatiy was ratherirksome thaii a comfort to bis friend^ 
he the more readily repeated bis visits to lady Tine- 
mouth. She now looked for his entrance at least once 
a day. If ever a morning and evening passed away 
t^ithbut his appearance, he was sure of being scolded by 
Miss Egerton, reproached by the countess, and frowned 
at my lady Sara Boos. This lady now .contrived, tr» de- 
fiance of all other engagements) to drop in^ every nigbt, 
at lady Tinemouth's. Her ladyship was not more sur- 
prised at this sudden attachment of lady Sara to ber 
house, than pleased with her society, who she found, 
on intimate acquaintance^ could lay aside that tissue o( 
affectation and fashion which she wore i^^ public, andt 
really become a charming woman. 

Though lady Sara was vain^ she had sufficient sense 

to penetrate with tolerable certainty into the characters 

of her ac(|uainta]ice. Host of the men with whom fke- 

had hitherto associated, having been jumbled together 

in those large assemblies where individuality is ab^or- 

ted in the general ma%« or«i«v3i^vd\V) «x\d «Ar«mony. sbe 

SBw that tbey were <nvo\wi*s ot %\.^^\^^"«\ vs^w^tVxs*. 

^ie and priuQipaX *, aa^ ^i» \ASK«»J^w«k iSas^ \»k.^m^ 
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tabdoe theln, were the best raited t» their capacity— 
her beauty, her ttioughtleBSnes^, and her caprice. JSut 
on the rever<e, when she formed the wish to entangle 
such a man as Thaddeui, she soon discovered that to 
engage his attention, she must appear in the unaffected 
graces of natare. To this end, she tooic pains to display 
the loveliness of her person in every movement and po- 
rtion ; yet she managed the thing with so inartificial 
«nd frank an air, that she seemed, the only being pre- 
-sent, who was unconscious of the versatility and power 
of her charms. She conversed with good sense and pro- . 
|>riety. In short, she appeareti completely different 
from the gay ridiculous creature whom he had seen some 
weeks before, in the countess's parlour. ' 

He now admired, both her person and her mind. Her 
winning softness, the vivacity of Miss £gertoD, an^ 
the kindness of the countess, beguiled him many an 
evening from the contemplation of melancholy scenes at 
home. 

One night, it came into the head of Maria £gerton» 
to banter him about his \ military dress. ^* Do, for 
heaven's sake, my dear Don ^ui&ote," cried she, '^ let 
08 see yon out of your rusiy armour ! I declare, 1 am 
tired of the sight. Somehow X do think you would be 
merrier out of that ^* eustomarif suit oftoUma btack P* 

This demand was not pleasing to the count ; but he 
good humouredly replied, *' I knew not till you were so. 
kind as to inform me, that a man's telBper depends on 
his clothes." 

'* Else, I suppose,*' cried she, iiitel'rupting him, " you 
would have changed yours before ? Therefore, I expect 
that you will do as 1 bid you now, and put on a chris- 
tian's coat against the next time you enter this house." 

lliaddeus was at a loss what to say ; he only bowed ; 
and the countess and lady Sara smiled at her nonsense- 

When they parted for the ntght, this portion of the 
conversation passed off from all minds but that of lady 
Tinemonth. She had considered the subject^ but in a 
different way from Maria. Maria supposed that the 
handsome Constantine wore the dress of his country 
because it was the most becoming. But as such a whim, 
did not correspond with the other parts o( hla Gh&c«AtAii(^ 
fadjr Tiaemoutbf in her own m'lud, aUt\\»\iX^^ VXlns^.'M^ 

4»f^de tcHkis aaiidtiu^ 1i4biW to ikeT>^ «vojaiu 
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Sbe remfl^rked, • that when^er «be wlslied bim to tte«| 
any agreeable people at her house, be always, declioed 
tbef^e intrcjductions under the plea of bis dress, tbougli 
be never proposed (o alter it. This conduct ^dded to 
bis perfect silence on every subject that related to the 
public BDiusements about town, led her to conclude, 
that like, the banished nobility of France, be was en- 
countering the various inconveniences of poverty in a 
foreign laud. She boped be had escaped \is horrors ; but 
she could not be certain, for he always shifted the con^ 
vecsatioa-, when ittoo closely referred to himself. 

These observations haunted the mind ofLadyTine" 
mouth, and made her anxious to contrive some oppon^ 
tunity in which sbe might have this interesting Coa< 
stantiue alone ; and by a proper management of the dis« 
course, lead to some avowal of bis.real situation. Hith- 
erto, her benevolent intentions had been frustrated by 
various interruptions at various times. Indeed, bad she 
been acluated by mere curiosity, sbe would long agA 
have resigned the trial as fruitless ; but sincere pity and 
esteem kept her still watcbfi;l till the very hour In which 
ber considerate heart was fully satisfied. 

One morning when she was writing in her cabinet^ 
el servant, informed her that Mr. Constantine was be* 
low in the parlour. Pleased at this circumstance^ she 
took advantage of a slight cold that affected ber, find 
hoping to be able to draw something out of him in the 
course of a ItU'drttte, begged that be would come up to 
her room. 

AV^hen be entered, sbe perceived tbat be looked sad- 
der than usual. He sat down by ber and expressed bif 
concern at her indisposition. She sighed heavily, but 
remained silent. Her thoughts were too much occupied 
with ber benevolent plan, to decide exactly what to an- 
swer. She had determined, in her reflections, to gfve 
bim a cursory idea of her owjn unhappiness ; and thus, by' 
faer.coo5dence, attract bis. \ , 

" I hope Miss Egerton is well ?" inquired Thaddeus. 
. *< Very well, Mr. Constantine. A heart at ease al- 
ttostever keeps the body in bealtb.* May she long con* 
tinue as happy as at this period, and ne?er kncrw the 
disappointments of ber friend 1" .4 

A^ looked at the countess. 

•^It iairoe, giy dear ^it^'? coiiV\iiii»Jk..i&L^*^. >v\3kjik: 



Imrily frobttbfe that tbe mere effect of fhirtjr-ftveyeeve 
could have made the inroadfl on Buy persoo which yon 
see; but sorrow has done it; aed, with all the com- 
forts that you behold around me, I am miserable. X 
have no joy independent of tbe few friends which hea^ 
veo has preserved to me ; and yet," added she, ^* X 
have another anxiety united with those of which I corn** 
|ilaia : some of my friends, who afford me the con§ola<r 
tioo I mention, deny me the only retoni in my power* 
the ofllce of sharing in their griefs." 

Thaddeos felt the expression of her ladyship's eyo 
and the tenderness of her voice, as slie uttered tbesa 
words. He felt to whom the Iciod reproach was direc- 
tedy ai|d be looked down confused and oppressed. Tb« 
counteM resumed. * 

*^ I cannot deny what your countenance declares ; yon 
tbink I mean you. I doy Mn Constantine ; I have 
Bsarked your melancholy ; I have weighed other cir* 
comstMnces ; and I am sure that you have many thtngf 
to struggle with besides those regrets which must ever 
bang about the bosom of a brave man. Forgive me, U 
I give yeu pain, (added she, observing his heightening 
eolour,) I speak from a real esteem, I speak to you as X 
Would to my own son, were he in your situation.*' . 

^ My dearest Madam," cried the count, overcome 
by ber benevolence \ ^' You have judged right ; 1 have 
many things to struggle with; 1 have a sick friend at 
borne, whom misfbrtune hath nearly bereft of reason ; 
and whose wants are now so complicated and expensive, 
that never till now did I know the complete desolation 
of a man, without a country or a profession. For my« 
Self, Lady Tinemontb, adversity has few pangs ; but 
for my friend, for an old roan, whose deranged faculties 
have forgotten the change in my affairs ; be who hangB 
On me for support and comfort ; It b this that most ao« 
Oeant to your ladyship for those Inconsistencies inm^ 
manner and spirits, which are 80 freiijuently the subject 
of Miss Kgerton*s raillery." 

** Thaddeus, in the course of this short and rapid nar* 
mtWe, gradually lowered thetone of his voice; and, at 
the close, Covered^ bis face with his hand. He bad no* 
ver before cooHded the history ot Vi\« em\mxT%!K8SfiMi!X%Ns^ 
anjr creature ; and be felt, (notv\^«Uw^vtv%W>»!W^^* 
most beea petition^ kom him,^tb»\)M»Vi»^ co^^>»*^ 
Vol, Ml, Ql 
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m oitmge on tbe firmii^M of hiffcfaaHieCMr, by^ io toy" 
way acknowleilit;iiig the weight of his calamities. 

Lady TiBeaiMilh cfoanderefl « few wiautes, an*} then 
addressed bim. 

^I «bo<iid HI repay Uiis i^enerous confidence, my 
young friend, if I wereto hesitate a aonieotin formias 
tome plan tbat may prove of service to you. You have 
toldfneoo mm'e, dear Mr. Constantine, tfaao what I 
bad already Mispeeted. And I bad sometbing in view.'* 
^•Here the countess stopped, expecting that ber auditor 
would interrupt ktr. Heretnained silent ; and she pro- 
ceeded: << yoa spoke of a profession, of an employment?" 

''Yes, madam," returned be, taking bis band from 
bis eyes ; *'' I should be glad to engage in any professioa 
or employment, that you virould recDmrnend.'' " 
I *< 1 have littleinterest,*' anfwered her ladyship, '* with 
people in power ; therefore I cannot propose any thing 
which will in any way suit with your rank ; but the 
f mployment 1 have in view, several of the most illus* 
trieus French nobility have not blushed to execute^" 

<* JDo sot fea^ to mention it to me," cried the count, 
perceiving her reluctance! ** 1 would attempt any thing 
thai is not disbonoorabie to render service to my poor 
friend." 

'^ Well then, would you have any objectioa to teach 
languages?" 

Thaddeusimmediately answered, '^ Nonein the world.'* 

*< Then," replied her ladyship, greatly relieved by 
tfae manner in which be bad received her proposal ; '^ I 
will now teli yoU| that about a week ago, I paid a visit 
to Lady Dundaa, the widow of 8ir Hector Dundaa, the 
lieh East-Indian Director. Whilst I was there, I heard 
her talking with her two daughters, about finding a pro« 
per master to teach them German. Tliat language has 
become a very, fashionable aocomplisbment amongst 
merwy ladies ; and Miss Dundas being a member of tb« 
Bine-siocking Club, you instantly flashed across mji 
mind. Lady Dundas was marking a thousand objection« 
against the vulgarity of various teachers wlM>m the 
young Jadies proposed ; and I, deeming it a favourable 
opportunity, told her ladyship, that if she could wait^ a 
fisw days, I would sound a friend of mine« who I knew^ 
ifbe wpuld condescend to take the trouble, would be 
the fl)ost eli|{tble fersoo liaagiQabie* Lady Dundas a ud. 



1h6titU%\a^ left it to me^ aopl I new prbpose H; f* 
yott." 

^ And ly*' replied lie, ** with • IhoiisMid tbanksi Ac- 
cept the task.*' 

** Tben I m\V arrange eveiy thing,** retamed her 
My^bip, <^ aod^send vcni ^e resalti" 

"After half an boards foilber dmverflatlonv ^^ T'me» 
Jhonth beeame more impressed with the nneophis^ticated 
delicacy and dignity o^ the coont^s mind. And he, 
ttiore grateful than utterance eodid declarei left his rei- 
pects for Mtse Egevton, aifd took his leave. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Th« next morning, whilst Thaddeug wes raialy eai* 
plaining to biapoorold friend, that he no hunger poeaee^t 
•ed a regiment of boEse that he could order out to try 
tfaewiccefisof some iDanceuvres wbiehhe had beea^ivn 
ting« little Nanny broujgbta letter from the coffee-bousa 
to which he had given lady Tinemouth - the diirecUoBu 
He opened it^ and found these contents : 

^^ My dear Sir ! So anxioua wae I to terminate the 
affair with lady Pundas, that I went to her house last 
night. 1 affirmed it as a great obligation, that yoa 
would undertake the trouble to teaeb her daughters ; 
and I insist, that you do not, by any romantie ideas 4yf 
eandour, invalidate what. I have said : 1 know the world 
too well nottobe convinced of the truth of Dr. Gold* 
Uttith's maxim, '* If you be poor; donoi s^m poor, if pom 
to9uUiavoidinsuU a* xcellas svjfermg.''* 

^ I. told Miss Dundas that y>ou had undertaken the 
task solely at my persuasion ; therefore, I could not 
propose other terms than a guinea for each two lesiona 
tbatsheand her sister would receive. They are rich 
enough for any expense : and they made no objection 
to my demand, besides presenting the enclosed by way 
of entrance* money. Thus, I have settled ail prelimina- 
ries, and you are'to commence your first lesson an Mon- 
day,, at two o*clock. But before then, pray let me see 
you. . 

'^ Cannot, yoa dine with lu en Sunday ? I have ipfofo 



jMNtMiisBgertoiK^ftt OMMh of tbe «IM»«8 1 UiiiA: 
ftecestary to accouni for 3^oiir new occttpatibD«- In sboft, 
|p0o4 girl fts dMi% I ftboagbt ii aioH pradknt to tfet'ber 
and lady Sara on the same sceot that I have • done tka 
Pandas^ ; tbdrefore^ do not he UBsesy an that litad. 

^ Come to^oiorrow, if not before, and you will §t«JB 
#aal pleHHife to your Bincete frjeod, 

(' AmEiZA TiBSMOVTS» 

*^ fitttarday momieg, Gffosrenor Piaee." > 

Traly gratefol to the aetlve friefldshtp of the eouiitesf , 
and Iqolcing at the general, who appeared perfectly 
iiappy in the prosecution of fail, wild sehemes, Ttiaddeas 
exclaimed to himself, ** by this means I shall at least 
bave it in my power to procure alt tiM' assistpince your 
BielaDcholy state pefjaires V 

On opening tiie enclosed, which her ladj^shtp rnen- 
'floiied, he found It to be * bank note for tea pounds, 
'fie felt ancomfortable both at the present, and its 
amount; not having done aiiy service to earn it, be 
regarded the money more as a gift, than as a bond^f 
«Bgagemeat. However, hefonnd that these feelings, 
With many other paiafal rsptigaeneies, mast at this 
inoment be laid aside ; and without farther self-tofibenl, 
ile consigneil the money to tbe use for which he was 
•warathe countess had intended it, namely, to prOvidb 
fcHnself with an fSngtish dress. 

Dttriag these various refleClionSf be did tiot1eat% 
ladf Tiaemoutii's letter unanswered. He thanhcd he¥ 
Sincereiy for lier seal ; and declined dining wHb b<¥ 
, the nest day, on account of leaving bis poor friend so 
long alone ; but promised to come in the evening, wbeh . 
lie should be retired to rest. 

- This excuse was felt by none more than lady Sisra 
Jtoos; who, having lieard from lady Tfnemoiilh oh 
Saturday morning, that she expected the company df 
Mr, Constantine to ^ne on Sunday, had invited he^ 
self to be one of the party. She bad now seen hitti coif^ 
Stantly for near a month, and to her amaaement fbtind, 
that in seeking to entrap him, she bid only-ensnared 
iierseif. £very word he uttered, penetrated to heir 
Jieart ; every glance of hit eyee^ ^hook her frame lilciS 
iflectficity. Slie had now ao necemV^ \a «.^«^\. ^V 
tMeas; a young and Bada«Aiig ^aA^\ot\, Vm^«s\&& ^je^ >&» 



'Atd«lni» wag aot ioteatibto ta the* encbaatmMit 
.'whieh this intoxicatiBg power threw arooed her ; but 
1 it did not reach as Car as siw intended. He fe \t that she 
.was a lovely woman, who might have aflected hie senp 
tesy had she been tree* aad bis heart been as in happier 
jdays.1 He knew that 9he was a married woman; and^ 
as be believed herto.be avirtiious one* be oould not 
credit the eridenee of his feieiin^s, which would have 
often whispered^ to him, the tangoage her ladyship wi8l^ 
ed to .convey. 

Wlien lady Tinenonth mentioned to lady Sara and 
JHiss Egerton, the great favour she had conferred on 
the MissDuoda^'s, by prevailing on Mr. Constantine 
'to endertake the task of teaching them German, lady 
6ara could hardly conceal her vexatioa She was aiv 
gry at the count for bis acquiescence, and hated lady 
Xinemouthfor having made tiie proposal. 

Miss liigerton laughed at the scrajic into which lady 
Tinemouth had brought his good nature ; and declared, 
that she would tell bim next day at dinner, wbat« 
JDuliflb pair of misses he had presumed to manage. 

It was tlie youngest of these misses that excited lady 
Sara's displeasure* EuphemiaDundas was very pretty ; 
she had a large fortune at her disposal ; and what might 
<Bet such united temptations, efiect on the mind of her 
fevourite ? Torn with jealousy y she caught at the meni^ 
tioo of his coming to dinner on the moriow ; and offer- 
ing to be one of the party^ resolved to put on all her 
«barfflS} that she might make one more essay on the 
hitherto Insensible soul of Thaddeus, before she beheld 
.him enter scenes so likely to extinguish her hopes* 
Hopes, of what? she never allowed herself to inquire. 
She knew that she never had loved her husband, that 
now she hated him, and was devoted to another. To 
.be assured of a reciprocal pasnon from that otherv she 
believed was the extent of her wish. Thinking that shf 
held her husband's honour safe as her lifci she determin- 
ed to do what she liked with her heart. Her former 
admirers were now neglected i and, to the astonish- 
ment and admiration of the graver part of her acquaioi* 
tance, she relinquisheil all.tho!« dissipated assemblies ia 
which she bad so recent ly been th« hn^VkXenX «\.\x^^<v^^^ 
to s^chJe benelf whole evenin^S) by 0» diQ\ftfc%>^^^'«»» 
'^e of the coaniesB of Tinen^alh* 

Qc2, 



- mitfi, Wbl1«f tiM worM were tdtfiiifltt «f 
which they supposed wdojd give t latttrtf ">P] 
lierself aiid her hasbiind, she was eherishtag a 
in her bosom that niigfat prove the deetractton 

On IBilBihiy eveoiag, the eoant Sohiesfci vmU 
Tinemoutfa's drewing^rooni) ju'«t as Miss £ge 
seateil herseffhefore the tea equipage. At thi 
film, she nodded her bead, and called hini to si 
iMly Tinemouth returned the gratefal- preeet 
^and. Lady Sara received hioi with a palpitatk 
and stooped her head, to remove something thi 
to incommode her foot ; bat this Was only a 
liide the blushes which were burning on her-ofae 
t^ne observed her confiitiion : so common it is, I 
Who are the conetant witnesses ef bnr actimis^ \ 
most ignorant of their expression and tendency. 

Thaddeus conid not be to completely nni 
The frequent fiaiHing of her eye, when it met 
unequivocal intonation of her voice, and Eoroeti 
framing of her speech, often made him shiver. ] 
ly obeyed a second summons from the gay Ma 
tirew h!^ chair close to her's. 
' Lady Sara observed" his motion with a Jealo 
that 4he could notconeeal ; and, palling her «ei 
on the opposite side as possible, began in sileiM 
iiertea. 

*' Ye powers of gaHantry !•* suddenly eitbinia 
figerton, pushing away the table, and lifting I 
glass to her eye, ** I declare I haVe eonquered 
ladyTinemontb; look, lady Sara! If Mr. Cod 
do not better becotne this JSilglish dress, than 
llsfa horribles, drown me for'a felse prophetess 

^ You see I ha^e obeyed you, Madam," i 
^addeuSf bowing; 

^ " Ah ! you are in the right. Most men do 
jfolly, when they linow they will gain by the 
I9ow, you look like a christian. : before you al' 
minded me of some stalking herb In tragedy.!' 

<* Yes," cried lady Sara, forcing a smife, an 
to weep with mortification, *< yes. and be noW 
a striking resemblance to George Barnwell.'* 

Maria; whodidnx>tpert«ive the an^r and 
^nchecf onder this remai\i, ^oo^LYmtiwixw^Vj t 
*' Troe, Jftdy Sara 4 bxitV Aotfv^w^ V« \Sj 
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tiri IT iifo present appearanee.*' 

i ** Prav, lady Tioenieatb»" asked ker ladyship, seeltf* 
lug to Wv^ogft herfliBlfoii liisalaonty todbey Misii Eger* 
ton, tbeisaiiae of which ber jeaimirty raisapprebetided, 
*« What o'clock irit? I have promised to be at lad^ 
Saram's concept by nine.'' 

** It is flot yet eight/* returned the counteM ; *^ be» 
tides, this is the first time that 1 have heard of your ea^ 
gageiBttnl. i bad hoped, your ladyship woidd bavt 
ipent all this evening with as ?'* 
,> ** No,'' answered lady Sara, '* I cannot," and ringing 
the foelH ahe rose. 

«« Bless mC) lady Sara!'' cried MissEgerton^ "yoo 
•renotie;oing? ]>on't you tiear that it is only eight 
o'clock?" . 

Xrfidy Sara; busying herself about tying b^r cloak, 
affepted nc»t to hear her, and told the servant who open^ 
«d the door to order her carriage. 

Lady Tinemonth, much surprised at the oddnessof 
this preeifiitation, l>ut lar from guessing the cause, re> 
guested the count to see her ladyship doWn sHiirs. 

*< I would rather not," cried she, in a quick volte ; 
Md^ darting out of ■ the roooi, was followed by Thad* 
deu0» who got-up with her ftyiog footsteps, just as Ast 
had reached the street door. He hastened past heir, Hb 
*9«ist her iMo the carriage, ami saw by iheHght bf the 
flambeani her face streaming with tears. He bad alrea« 
dy extended his hand as Khe approached, wh«n herla- 
dyskiip, seeing who he was, instead of accepting, struck 
h down with her left hand, and, whilst' be 8tbo<l mo- 
tionless with astontslraieot. Jumped into the carriage, 
and, with an lodignent *tone, ordered it to drive to 
Berkley Square^ He remained stnpified for a few rain* 
utei, looking after her; Ulan returned into the house, 
too well able to translate the meanitig of all this petti^ 
lance. 

When be veascended the stairs, lady Tinetooutb ex* 
itresfled her wonder at this whimsital departurS of her 
Ritfttd'; bat, as Thaddeus (whose feelings were really 
dfaiturbed) returned a vague reply, the subject endc4. 
> Wss Kgerton, who hardly thought two i^nutefson 
Ibef^me thing, tout away the tea-board, and> Attio|g 
il(mli by tbn nount exoiaiiDed. 
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r^Mv. C oBBte a iln e, I bold it ri^ iiialfl9«iA tUMM 
he throvirn into a den of wild bMUBte, Wilheui liiiowl«| 
mhax kind of aonsters lie shall meet there. Hence, at I 
find that you have undertaken the taming of tluit en^ 
Ago, lady Dandas, and her enbs, I mitft tell yoawhat 
they are like. WiU you bear me ?" 
. *• Certainly." 

«< WilLyou attend to my advtee?''^ 

*' If I like it.' 
^ '^ Ha! 'I replied she, returning hie smile with onolber^ 
** that is just such an answer as I would have made my* 
•elf, 8o I won't 4]iiarrel with you. Lady Tinemoathj 
yon will allow me to draw your friends* pictures?'' 

" Yes Maria, provided you don't make them earica- 
tures. Remeniber your eandour is at stake ; to-morrow^ 
Hr. Constantine will be able to judge for himself." 

** And I am sure be will agree with rae. Now, lady 
iDundas, if you please ? I know your ladyship is a great 
stickler for precedence.'' 

JLady TinemoHth laughed, and interrupted her, 

*'*' I declare, Maria, you are a very daring giri.^- - 
.IVhat do you not risk by giving way to thto satirical 
spirit?'' 

** Nobody's love that I value, lady Tinemovth. You 
know I never daub a fair character; Mr. Constaotinv. 
takes me on your credit; and if yon mean Charles Moni* 
tresor, he is as bad as myself* and dare not for his lif* 
have any qualms." 

Weil, well, proceed," cried her ladyship, '^I wili 
not interrupt you again.'' 

" Then," resumed sbe, ** I most begin with lady 

Dundas. In proper historical style, I shall commence 

with her birth, parentage and education. For the first, 

my father told me that he remembers her the maid of 

IVlrs. Sefton, wlien her husband went out governor o(^ 

Surat. And, soon after their arrival, thif( pretty abi* 

gail, by 84ime means cajoled old Hector Dundas (who 

was then eiercising the same command over some other 

Indian province) to marry her. When sbe came back 

to England, she ooaxed her foollsli husband to .^pror 

prii^le some of his ill-gotten riches to the purchase of 

a b&roneicy.. 1 soppofe the appeUetion ndslru» put 

Imr in mind of her ci-de«ttnt swN%sit%\v\\i\ ^^*^ Vsv «« 

flippy fiour, he coinpUei\» ai^A «kV» \ie&««a« tw^ ^»>^^'^ 

TJiatover, 8'A Bectoc \»w3L i»v\ivu^mow\.^ ^\^>2ox^ 



WfMk Si'VitsfO.eood'astoiMolrwilifaBiiif; toil to 
144 4o 4iis €iNriMr oUtgatioiis, had ttw civiliiy of ^fvaiking 
miio^it; 4br ope n^hl, wketlier'be bail been At9»f» 
ias-o£' bia feaie iiH lo&i i eififiot affirai, bat he aafd^ 
ti. out of his bed-room windoiv aod broke k\» nedc* 
B?er linoe that fortuoate oveal, lady Dundas has ex* 
hibited the finest parties about town. And, though she 
k as vulgar as §he is rieb, somehow every body goes to 
lee her ; whether in compKineat td their own taste, or 
lier. silver muslins^ i don't know^ for there, are half a 
doMB tttied ladies of her acquarntaoee, whti, to my eer>* 
tain kaowiedge* have not boo^ a ball-dreflH thia 
twelvemonth. Wctll, bow do you like lady Dundas P^ 

'* Xdo not Hkeyoar Sketch,'' l«|itlad I'haddeus, with 
a sefsret sigh, that from such a woman he was to receivt 
any obligation. 

*^ Come, donH sigh about my veracity ;" interrupted 
the ; ** Ida assure you I should have been mare ertrretit 
bad I been mure severe : for, she i^* afl ill^nHtared as she it 
Vulgar, and as presmnptumis tkt ignorant; in short, she 
iiafit.raother fortfae delectable Miss Dundas, whose 
ibsariptlofi you shall have in two questronSb Can yon 
imagine Socrates in his wife'ti petticoats ? Can you imf 
agine a pedant a sentd, and a cnqoettej in one woman f 
h you «an, you have a fir)reta«te of Diana Dundas She 
is large and ugly^ -and thinkfi herself d^lieate and hand- 
some; she tsseir^wiiled and ignorant, and believes she 
is wise and learned : for. unhappily, she has wriggled 
herself in amongst the Blue stoekinga ; and, to suok up 
all, she is the most malicious creature breathing." 

** My dear Maria," erie^ lady Tinemooth, laying her 
hand on her arm, and alarmed at the Effect her higk 
oolouring might have on the mind of IHiaddeus ; ^' fo» 
faeaven'i* sake be temperate ! I never heard you so un* 
liecoming' harsh in my life." * 

Miss if^gerton peeped archly In^ her face. 

•* Are you serious, lady Tinemouth? You know I 
would not look unbecoming in your eyes. Come, shakA 
hands with me, and 1 will be mope merciful to the gen* 
tie Eupbemia, for I intend that Mr. Constantine shall 
be her lover. WonH yon ?'' cried she resigning her lady* 
ship's hand. Thadddus shook hi« bead. ^* \ ^atC\>ixtAss^- 
Btand yoar lord Burleigh nods; an%\«w ti»vuH««it**\ 
ir&M I have Maaed ; for 1 am aute ^Qu v«\>\VaKB«^w** 
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kf iiflclasp ytmr heart to rMeive ih««weet mn^bnink 8ft» 
U 8o tiny, ftiid lo fruity y tb^t I never «ec her wittoM 
IfaiiiJiiiig of aonie gey liUle trieket, all ovenprecMtta 
eto««8* Her eyes are 4tM> diamoDil eparke^ tuekeil iirto 
Jttttre; ami her teeth, seed pearl? lying between mhier. 
So macb for the casket ; but for the quality of the je«r- 
el withia, I leave you td nake tbe discovery." • 

Misi figertoQy having run herself out of breath, 8ud> 
deoiy stopped. Thaddeus seeing that he was called on 
.to say something, made an answer that only dre|r Qpoa 
him a new volley of raillery ; which she eoatinoedy 
srith very liUle iaterriiption) till the party separated 
for the night. 

Now that the coant thought hiaiself seeare of tiie 
ttieans of payment, be seat the oest day to connolt a 
physician respecting the sitiiatiun of the general. When 
br. Cavendish had seen and conversed with the venera- 
hle Botsou, he gave it as his opinion, that the malady 
had originated in grief. 

"" I can too well suppose that," replied Thaddeof» 

^^l^eo,*? rejoined tbe physician, '*! feac, sir, that 
Bnleas 1 know something ol its naterei my visits will 
prove almost uselessJ' 

The count remained silent. The doctor resumed*— 

** 1 shall be grieved if his sorrows be of a complexion' 
80 secret, as not to be trusted to a dmu of honour ; fos 
, in these cases^ without we have some knowledge of tbe 
springs of the madness, we lose much time, and perhaps 
entirely fail of a cure. Our discipline is addressed both 
to the body and mind of tbe patient.*' 

Thaddeos perceived the necessity of compliance^ and 
did 8o without any further hesitation. 

*' Tbe calamities, sir, which have oacasioned the ds* 
rangement of my friend, need not be any secret ; too 
many have shared them with him ; bis sorrows hava 
beiin public ones. You must leara bybis language, J)r. 
Cavendish, that he is a foreigper and a fioldier ; he held 
the rank of general in tbe King of Poland's service* 
Since the period in which bis country fell, and he fol- 
lowed me to England, his wandering senses have ap* 
proximated to what you see.** 

J>A Cavendish paused for a moment, before be an- 
awered the count *, then €i%in^ bw e,^«« Qii>)&fe n^^jsv^^^ 
trho fvas sitting at the oihe? ei\A ot ^% T^om^ VsoaK^t? 
Jbraiag the model ef a {ort\&«d Uk^fii, >ek«««Sk^-^ 
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'^^ 4H iv% oan do, B^prmmit air, it vio ptrmit btm ti 
fdUow Ilia sdieaies without cootraMlictiom iiieanwkil« 
fitreogUieoing his vjsUun with appi!0|N:iate medicia«8« 
and luMing it8 irritatioii by gentle o|HateB. We nmai 
proceed, cautiously; and 1 trust in heaveu* thatsuceeea 
will crown us at lait.'' 

When the doctor had written his prescriptioa, and 
WBs^prepariog to go, Thaddeus offered him his fee ; but 
the good Caveadish takiug the band that preflented It, 
aftd closing it on the guinea, *' No, my dear sir^'^ said 
he, <' raal patriotism is too much the idol of my heart, to 
allow me to receive payment, when I behold Iter Tace* 
Suffer me, 31 r. Constantioe, to visit you and your brav* 
friend as a friend, or I never come again.'' 

<< Sir, this generous conduct to ttrangprs— " 

** Generous^ to myself^ Mr. Constautioey and not to 
strangers ; I cannot con^der you as such ) for men who 
devote themselves to their county, must find a brother 
in every honest breast. I will not hear of our meeting 
on any other terms." 

Thaddeus could not immediately form a reply ade- 
quate to the sentiment which the generosity and phi Ian- 
tbrophy of the doctor had awakened. Whilst he stood 
incapable of speaking, Cavenisb, with one glance of hit 
peaetratiog eye, decyphered his countenance; and giv- 
iag him a friendly ibake by the band, disappeared. 

The count now took up his hat ; and musing all the 
way as be went, on the unexpected scenes we meet in 
life ; disappointment where we expected kindnes8, mid 
fi'iendsihip where no hope could arise ; he arrived at the 
door of lady Dundas, in Harley*street4 

He was immediately let in, and with much ceremony 
ushered into a^ spleniUd library, where he remained in 
expectation of the arrival of his pupils. Before they en- 
tered, they allowed him sufficient time to ezamiae ita 
costly furniture; its glittering book-casein bird-cages^ 
globes, and reading stands, all shining with burnished ^ 
gilding ; its plaster casts of the nine muses, which stood 
in nine recesses about the room, draperied with blue net, 
looped up with artificial roses ; and on each side of a fine 
ciit-steel Eumford Stove, were placed, on 8anders«wood 
peflestals, l^^o five feet statues of A.oo\\o%n^l^v&«>tN^> 

fhs^us bad twice walked round l\\e«e 1^^^"^^^%^^ 
earif'mg, wbea the <loor opened, eniA \aA>j 1Dw^«»a^ 
'essed ia a mora'WQ wrapper mude^llu^^*^^^^^ 



«wsm into ih^ gfmrivanL ShvoMrnhMni norci 
cied to tbe ooimt) wiio was slaocliii^ wben she cntei 
but looking ai faim from head to Coot, said, as shef 
aedf "So you are come )*' and ringtog ttte beU, callei 
the servant, in no very soft tone% <^ I'eM Miss 1>iiik 
tbe person tbat lady Tioemouth spoke of is here/* 1 
ladyship then sat down elose to tbe fire, tfi one of 
little glided chairs, leaving Thaddeos still standtB^ 
the fipot where be had i>owed at her entrance. 

*' Yoit may sit down," cried she, not deigning to U 
at him, and stirring the fire; ''for my daughter o 
not choose to come this lialf hour." 
^ ^^1 prefer standing/' replied tbe county who co 
have laughed at the accuracy of Miw Egerton's picti 
bad he not prognosticated many disagreeabjes to hime 
from the iH-oaaoners of which this was a specimen. 

Lady Oundas took no /artber notice of him. Turn 
from her bloated countenance, (which pride> as well 
bigh-eating, bad sw^ln from prettiness to defof 
ty,) he walked to a window, and stationed himself th( 
looking into the street, till the door was again opei 
and two ladies made their appearance. 

*^ Miss Bundas/' cried her ladyships ** here is 
young man who is to teach you German.'* 

Thaddeus bowed ,- tbe younger of the Isdies enrtsi 
and so did the other, not forgetting to accompany s 
eondef cension with a toss of the head, that the effeo 
undue humility might be done away. 

Whilst a servant was setting chairs round a table^ 
which was painted the judgment of Hercules, lady J> 
das again opened her lips. 

<^Pray Mr. Thingumbob, have you brought i 
grammars, and primmers, and dictionaries, an^ fl 
taxes, with you ?'* 

' Before he bad time to reply to her ladyship in them 
tive, Miss Dundas with a frown interrupted her motl 

** I wish, madam, you would leave the arrangen 
of my studies to myself. Does your Isdysfaip think 1 
we would learn out of any book which had been tone 
l^ other people? Thomas,*' cried she^ to a serve 
*^ send Stevens here '' 

TTiaddeus silently cotktAmvlated this strange mol 
mkl daughter, wbUll the v^elVs ^Bfl^^X^xj^^^wv^^iafc^ 
opjapliment to hm^'^DwtVft^Vifta ^\»i \» w\^ \^^ 
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'lA Took ooe^ fit her sylphld figure. There was &n unre* 
ceding something in her tiquut b!ue eye?, when be chan- 
' eed to meet thetn, which di^plea^ed him; end he saw, 
' that from the instant she entered the room she bad nev- 
er ceased staring in bis face.'* 

He was a little relieved by the maids putting tho 
hooks on the table; and Miss Dtjndas, talcing a seat, 
^&red him to sit down by her, and arrange the leHons. 
Lady Dundas was drawing to the other side of the 
-0onnt, when EuphemiS) suddenly whisking round, push- 
ed before her motlier, and actually elbowed her out, 
with this exclamation** 

<* Dear Mamma ! you don*t want to learn !** and she 
Moeeeed herself upon the edge of hf*r mother's chair ; 
who, very angrily, getting up, declared that rudeness 
to a parent was intolerable from such well bred young 
irolnen ; and left the room. 

Euphemia blushed at this reproof, more than at h»r 
•conduct; and Miss Bundas added to her confusion, by 
giving her a second reprimand. Thaddeus, who pitied 
the evident embarrassment of the tittle beauty, to relieve 
^r, presented to her the page in the German grammar 
with which they were to begin. This had the desired 
effect, and forai»-bour and a half they prosecuted their 
studies with close attention^ 

Whilst the count continued his directions to her sis- 
ter, and then turned his address to herself,. Miss Eu'> 
phemia, wholly unseen by him, with a bent head, was 
afiecting to hear him, though at the same time she look- 
ed obliquely through her thick flaxen ringlets ; and ga- 
zing with woader and admiration on his face, as it in-^ 
ctioed iowariki her, said to herself, *< If this man wero 
a gentleman I should think him the most charming crea- 
ture in the world.'' 

*^ Will your task be too long madam ?" inquired Thad- 
deus, *' win it give you any ineonvenienee tn remember? 

** To remember what F'* asked she, for in truth she 
had neither seen what he had been pointing at, nor 
heard what^he be said about it. 

^< The lesson. Madam, that I have been proposing.** 

** Shew it to me again, and then I shall be a better 
Jtidge.** 

He did as be was desired i and was taking his leave^ 
wheo she called after btin, 
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. ** Pray, Mr. Cohstantine, come to-tnorrow at twau 
1 want you particularly.'' 

The count bowed, aud withdrewr. 
. " And what do you want witk bim to-morrow, child ?^ 
asked Miss Dundas, ** you are not accustomed t» be so' 
foiid of improvemeot.'' 

Euphemia knew very well what she whs accustomeA 
to be fond of ; but not choosing to let ber austere sister 
into ber predilection for the contemplation of superior 
beauty, she merely answered, ^* yuu know, Biana, that 
you often reproach me for xny absurd devotion to novel 
reading, and my repagnanc6 to graver books ; now I. 
>vant at once to be like you, a woman of great erudhr 
ditlon ; anid, for that purpose, I will study day and 
night at the German, till I can read all the philoso- 
j^hers, and be a fit companion for my sister/' 

This speech from Bupheraia, (who had always bees 
so declared an enemy to pedantry, as to affirm that she 
merely learni German, because it was the fashion,) 
would have awakened MIrs Dundas to some suspicion 
of a covert design, had ^he not been in tbe liabit of ta- 
king down such large draughts of adulation, that whera 
herself was the subjebt of encomium she gave it full con- 
fidence. Euphemia,' who seldom administered these do- 
ses but to serve particular views, seeing, in the prasenC 
case, that a little flattery was necessary^ felt no com- 
punction in sacrificing sincerity to the gratification of 
caprice. Weak of understanding, she had fed on works 
of imagination, till ber mind loathed all other kind of 
food. Not content with devouring the elegant pages of 
Burney, Smith, and Gunning, she has flown with vora- 
cious appetite to sate herself on the '< garbage," of any 
circulating library that fell in her way. 

The effects of such a taste, were soon elhibited in her 
manners. Being very pretty, she became very senti- 
mental. She dressed like a wood nymph; and talked, 
as if her soul were made up of love and sorrow : tliough 
neither of these emotions she knew by experience, never** 
theless, she was ever the victim of some ill fated passion ; 
at least she fancied herself, at different periods in love 
with all the fine men about town. 
By this management, she kept (althCul to her favour-* 
f^epriRCiphf that *' lovt u'tts d want of Her soull^' K%*\V 
*f'^s the rule o^kec life, it ever UeaaiAe^ oti Ykct \.^\i^^% 
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«ver iBtrodnced ibe confeesion of aby new attBeliniAnt, 
which usually happeued three times a year, to her dear 
friend. Miss Arabella Rothes. Fortunately for the 
Joagevity of their mutual friendship, owing to the com* 
]ialsioo of an old unoie^ this young la«^y lived in art 
ancient house, forty miles to the north of London- ^fhis 
latter circumstance proved a pretty distress for their 
pens to descant on, and Arabella remained a most charm- 
ing sentimental writio-^ stock, to receive (he catalogue 
of Miss Eiipbemia's lovers ; indeed, that gentle creature 
night, have matched every lady in Cowley's calendar 
with a gentleman. Every throb of bcr heart could 
kave acknowledged a different master. First, the fash- 
ionabie sloven, Augustus Somers, lounj^ed and saunter* 
ed himself into ber good graces ; but his dishevelled hair^ 
•oiled linen, and dirty great coat, not exactly meeting 
ker ideas of an elegant lover, she gave him up at the 
end of three weeks. The next object that her eyes fell 
en, as most opposite to her former fancy, was the* 
obarming marqyis Inverary. But here all her arrows 
foiled, for slie never could extract more than a how d'ye 
do? from him, through the long lapse of four months; 
during which time she continued as constant to his fino 
figure, and her own folly, as could have fallen to the lot 
of any poor despairing damsel- However, my lord was 
to erud, so perfidious, as to allow several opportunities 
to pass in which he might have declared his passion ; 
and she told Arabella, in a letter of six sheets, that she; 
would bear it no longer. 

She put this wise resolution in practice, and bad al- 
ready played the same game with half a score, (the lafit 
of whom was a young baronet, who having just skated 
himself into her heart, she was forming daily parties to 
see on the Serpentine,) when Tbaddeus made his ap- 
pearance before her. ' 

The moment she fixed her eyes on him, her inflamroa- 
M^ imagination was set in a blaze She forgot his ap- 
parant subordinate quality in the nobleness of His figure ; 
and once or twice, that evening, whilst she was flitting 
about the sparkling cynosure of the dutches of Orkney's 
masquerade, her thoughts hovered over the handsome 
foreigner. 

Sbh viewed ibe subject firftt on© ^Jva'^ «.Tv^>\iWv vc.^S3cv«^^ 
^tid ia ber erer-Fwying mini^ *'' be U04 *>:tt\j ^euw^ >>^ 



a0 

itiriM, an4 nothing Umg ;'' but at length'afae argoedlfBr^ 
«6lf into a belief that he must be a man of rank fruor-, 
iK)n)e ot the German courts, who having seen her «oiue-' 
urhere unknown to herself, had fallen in love, aiul ^r« 
liuaded latly Tinemoaih to introduee bim as a language 
master to her faiuily, that he might bee&abled toappre* 
cia(e properly the disinterestedness of her disposition* 

This V'iid idea having once gotten into ber farady re-* 
oeived instant credence. She reaovled, without aeeming 
to suspect it, to treat him as his quality deserved, and 
to deliver t^entiinents in his hearing, that sbould charxa 
him with her geoeroifity and delicacy. 

With these chimeraB floating in her brain, she niiirn« 
ed hora^, went to bed, and dreamed that Mr. Constan- 
tine bad turned out to be Monsieur, had offered her hit 
band, and that sjie wm conducted to the alter by a train 
of princes and princesses, his brothers and slMera. 

She awoke the next morning, from these' del iriufi»,iti 
«n ecstacy, deeming them prophetic; and, taking tt^ 
her book, began, with a fluttering at(^ntion, to 
the Jesson which Thaddeus had desired ber to ieau. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The following day, at noon, as the count Sobieski 
was cro8i*ing over Cavendisb-hquare to keep his appoint-- 
inent in Harley-Ftrfet, he was met by lady Sara iloos. 
She bad spoken with the Misses Bunda«s' the night be- 
fore, at the manquerade, where she di»covercd the pret- 
ty Eupbcmia through the dress of Eloisa, and ber jeal- 
ous and incensed heart could not withstand the tempta- 
tion ofhinting at the captivating Abelard fihe had ^ftst' 
ted to direct her studies. Her lady^ihip soon penetrateil 
into the situation of EupheiuiaVhoHted fancy, and drew 
from her, without betraying hert^clf, that she expected 
to see her master the following day. Lady Scu-a, stung 
to the soul, imm( diately quitted the rooms, and, in a 
paroxysm of disappointment, determined to throw her* 
self in his way as he went to their house. 

With this hope she had B\veaAy V^eeu \TVJes%\Ta^ lib* 
^uare upwards of an hour, wUen W aimQU^«^«i^>Ml» 



rmsfiit ft view- M hh Sgore, f^roeee<ling nlohg Mftrgnret^ 
street Hardiy able to mppott ber tottering frame^ 
fhafcen as it wa» witii many contending efnotions, she 
aeeosted'faim' first ; for be was passing straight onwards 
wttboilt looklog to the right or the left. On seeing her 
lariyship^ lie stopped, and expressed his pleasure at the 
Dealing. 

if you really are pleased to meet me/' said she, forc- 
ing' a smil«, <^ take a tarn with' me round the square. I 
want to speak with you.'' 

^Hiaddaiis bowed, and ber ladyship put her arm through 
hie, but remained silent for a f«w minutef), in evident 
«oDftt8ion. Tite count recollected that it must now be 
auite two. He feit the awkwardness of making the 
iollsses 3>undas' wait : and, notwithstanding his reluc« 
tasceto appear impatient with lady Sara, be found bioi- 
aeif obliged to say, 

<^ I am sorry that I must urge your ladyship to honour 
Bic wUb your commands, for it is already pa^t the tijne, 
whan lought to have been with the iVIisses Dundas'." 

^^YeSf" cried hidy Sara, angrily, *< Miss Eupbemia 
Md me as much; but, Mr Constantine, as a friend, I 
Biiet warn you against ber arts &s well as those of 
«Bother lady, who would do well to correct the boldness 
^f.hev manner.'^ 

*• Who do you mean, madam?" interrogated Thad- 
^teus, surpised at her warmth, and totally at a loss to 
conjecture to whom she alluded. 

•* A little reflection would answer you," returned she, 
wishing 40 retreat from an explanation, yet stimulated 
by her double jealousy to proceed ; ** she may be a good 
girl, Mr. Constantine; and I dare say she is; but a 
ivofBftii that lias promised her hand to another, ought not 
to<lltrtwith you. What business had Mi?8 Egerton to 
•ommand ymi to wear an English dress? But she must 
BOW see the danger of her conduct, by your having pre- 
sumed to obey her." 

•• Lia^y Sara I'' exclaimed the coun,t, much hurt at this . ' 
speech; ** I hardly understand you; yet I believe I may 
vepture to affirm, that in all which you have just noiv 
saiil, you are mistaken. Who can witness the general 
frankness of Miss Egerton or listen to the candid raatixvec 
with which i(he avows ber attacbmeul Vo ^\T, '5iV«x\V?^'j^'c 
4iod ffQaccivo that the possesses any \\iOv\^\.^ ^}q»X.nsw^ 
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not do heriionoar to reveal ? And for myself;** adddThci, 
lowering ttie tone of his voice. <^ I trosi tbe lenst of my 
faults' is presumption. It never was my character to 
presume on any ludy'it condeH;ensiea ; and if dreasing as 
abe desired, be deemed an instance of that klnd^ i cau 
declare upon my word, tbat had I not felt other motivea 
besides her raillery, my appearance- should not have 
suffered any change." 

** Are you Hncere, Mr. ConstantiDe ?" cried lady 
Sara, now smiling with pleasure. 

*^ Indeed I am ; and happy«?if my eiplanation have 
met with your ladyship's approbation.*' 

<^ Mr CoDStantine," renumed fhe, *' I have no motive 
but one^ in my discourse with you; friendsip. And 
pasting her eyes down^ she sighed profoundly. 

^' Your ladyship does me honour." 

*' I would have you regard me with the confidence 
that you pay lady Tinemoutb. My father possesses the 
first patronage In this country; theretore, I have it a 
thousand timt*$i more in my power than she has, to ren* 
der you a service.*' 

Bere her ladyship overshot herself: she had not cr!<- 
culated well on the nature of the mind that she wished 
to ensnare. 

**I am grateful to your generosity, replied Tfaaddeop, 
*^ but on this bead I must deeline your kind offices. 
"Whilst 1 considermyfielf tbe subject of one king, though 
he be in a prison, I will not accept of any employment 
under another that is in alliance' with his enemies." 

Lady Sara discovered her error the moment he had 
made bl^ answer; and, in a disappointed tone, exclaim- 
ed, ''* Then you despise my friendship!" 

" No, lady Sara ; it is an honour far beyond my mer- 
its : and my gratitude to lady Tinemoutb must be doub- 
led, when I recollect tbat 1 poseefis it through her means.'* 

** Well,'* cried her ladysrbip^ ** have that as you will 
but I expect, as a specimen of your confidence in me, 
that you will be wary of Buphem'ia iHiiulas. I know 
that she is artful and vain, and finds her amufiemei^ in 
attracting the affections of different men; and then, not- 
withstanding her affected sensibility^ she turns them in- 
to a subject for laughter." 

'* I thank your ladyship," repWeA V\i^ t,cjaT^V% *'' \sv\\ \tv 
this nfpect I think that lam safe \i^\.\i^iom >i» V^^ 
#44f aajrseU,*' 
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*' ftow ?'* naked lafly Sara, rather loo eagerly, " is 
yoarheart?"— she paused, and looked down. 

<^No, madam/' replied be, sighing as deeply as her- 
•elf, bat with his thoughts far from her and the object 
of their discourse, " 1 have no portion of my heart to 
give to iove. Besides, the qnality in which 1 appear at 
lady Dandas^s, would pniciude the vainest man alive^ 
from supposing that such behaviour from any lady to 
him could be possible. Therefore, I am safe ; though I 
acknowledge my obligation to your ladyship's caution.^ . 

liftdy Sara was satisfied with the first part of thin an- 
swer. It declared his heart unoccupied; nndashehad. 
admitted her proffered friendf<hip, she doubted not, but 
that when assisted by more frequent displays of her fas- 
cinations, she could destroy its lambent nature, and in 
the end light up in his bosom a similar fire to that which 
consMmc<l her own. 

The almost -uoeonsctous object of all these desire!*, 
began internally to accuse his vanity of being too fanci- 
ful in the formation of suspicions, which, on a former - 
occasion, he bad believed himself forced to receive; an^^ 
blushing at a quickness of perception that his contrition 
nominated a weakness, he found himself at the bottom 
of flarley-street. 

Lady Sara called her servant, to walk nearer to her; 
«nd, telling Thaddeua, she should expect to meet him 
the next evening at My Tinemouth's, wished him good 
morning. 

He was certain that he mtist have staid at least half an 
hoar beyond the time when be had promised to be with 
the sisters. Anticipating very haughty looks, and, per- 
haps, a repriraandr he knocked at the door, and was 
again shown into the Hbrary. Miss Euphemia was sit- 
tiiig alone. 

The count offered some indistinct excuse for having 
made her wait, bat Kupfaemta, with good humoured 
alacrity, interrupted him. 

" O, pray, donH mind; you have matfe nobody wait 
but me, and I ean easily forgive it ; for Mamma and my 
sister chose to go out atone, it being May-dny, to see 
the chimney-sweepers dine at Mrs. Montague's. They 
did as they liked; and I preferred staying at hAVBA,l.c^\^- 
peat my lessofi.*' 

nadJe^s, (/leaking her for Vxet \ixCLwVuct^t^% ^^»^^^'^'^; 
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•ml taking the book> began to question ber* Not t6B« 
word could »he recollect. She smiled. 

** I am afraid, madam, you have never thought of it 
since yesterday morning?'' ' 

<* Indeed I have thought of nothing else; you must 
forgive me; I am very stupid^ Mr. Constantinef at 
learning languages, and German is so harsh — at least to 
my ears! Cannot you teach me any other thing? X 
should like to learn of you of all things, but do think of 
something else besides this odious jargon! Cannot you* 
teach me how to read poetry elegantly ? Shakspeare, for 
instance ; I doat upon Shakspeare !" 

** That would be strange presumption, in a foreigner." 

**No presumption in the leasit,'' cried she; <> if you 
wn do it, pray beein ! there is Romeo and Juliet.*' 

Thaddeus pushed away the book with a smile. 

** I cannot do it. I understand him with as much ease 
•8 you, Madam, will soon do German, if you apply; 
but I cannot pretend to read him aloud.'* 

<* Dear me, bow vexatious ! — But I must bear ypu 
reail something. i>o» take up that Werter. My sister 
got it from the Prussian ambassador, and he tells me it 
is sweetest in its own language.*' , - 

'rhe count opened the book. ** But you will not un- 
derstand a word of it." 

" I don't care for that; I have it bv heart in Englit-b,-. 
and if you will only read his last letter to Charlotte* £; 
know 1 can follow you in my own mind/' 

To please this whimsical little creature, Tbaddeus 
turned to the letter, and read it forward- with a pathos 
that was natural to bis voice and character^ When ha 
came to an end, and closed the volume, the eadenee of 
his tones, and the lady's memoryi did ample justice<CA 
her sensibility. She looked up, and smiling tbrou<sii 
her watery eyes, which glittered like violets wet with 
dew, she drew out her perfumed handkerchief, . an;! wip*- 
ingthem, said: 

*' I thank you, Mr. Constantine. You see, bythia 
Irrepressible emotion, that I can feel Goethie, and did 
not ask you a vain favour.'* 

Tbaddeus bowed, for he was nt a loss, as to what 
kind of a reply could be expected by such a strange 
creature, 
^e continacd ; 
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^Toa nf0 n Ocrman, Mr. Constantlae. Dicl you 
•rer see Charlotte ?" 

** Never, Madam.** 

^' I am wyny for that ; I shonld have Viktd to have 
fceard what sort of a beauty she was. But, donH you 
tbmk she behaved cruel to Werter? Perhaps you kne\f 
him?*' 

'' Noi Madam ; this lamentable story happened be- 
fore I was bom," 

*' How unhappy for hiro! I am sure you would have 
■|Bd» the most charming friends in the world I Have you 
• friend Mr. Constantino ?" 

The nontit looked at her with surprise. She laughe4 
«t the expression of his countenance. 

*' I don't mean such friends as one^s father, mother> 
and sister, and relations ; most people hare enough of 
them. I mean a tender, confiding friend, to whom you 
unbosom ail your secrets ; who is your other self, a second 
flout! In short, a creature in whose existeo6e you for- 
j;et your own ?** 

Thaddeus followed with his eyes the heightened col- 
our of the fair enthusiast; who, accompanying her rhap« 
sody with action etpressiveas her words, liad to repeat 
kcr question, " hare yoTt such a friend?^' before he I'ounii 
recollection to answer her in the negative. 

The count, who had never been used to snch extrava- 
gant behaviour in a woman, would have regarded Miss 
Eupbemia Dundas as little better than insane, had bo 
not been prepared by Miss Egorton's description ; and 
lie now acquiesced in her desire, to detain him another 
hour ; half amused, and half wearied with her aimless 
and wild fancies. But here he was mistaken, her fancies 
were not aimless ; his heart was the game that she had 
in view, and she determined (hat a desperate attack 
nhould make it iter's, in return for the deep wounds 
which she had received from every tone of bis voice, 
whilst reading the Sorrows of Werter. 

Thaddeus spent near a fortnight in the constant ex- 
ercise of his occupations. In the mornings, till two, ho 
prepared those drawings, by the sale of which, he was 
empowered to pay the good Mrs. Kobson for her care 
of his friend. And he hoped, that >wV\eT\\.\ife\^^\«* va 
Warhy'Street fhouid think it lime to Aett«c^ «i.tv^ ^vcV'^^^ 
their »0%v /ar^e debt ta himv bt mV^^vlX^^i eii^\^«^ ^s> 
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)iquitlaie the very \on^ bill of hi« frtend's ftpoili 
But the Misses Duudas' posf(e*c8ed too much luor 
think ol its utility ; they u§ed it as counters ; foi 
bad no conception < that to other people, it becni 
floaroe of a(DQo««t every comfort. Their comfortfi 
80 certainly, that they suppoi^ed they grew of ne 
out of their situation ; and, that their great ^ 
owed nro other commission) than to give splendid ia 
and buy fine things.-^Tbeir golden Fhower being 
ed by the same power of canity by which it bad 
shed, they as little regarded its dispersion, as tb 
marked its source. 

Hence, these amiable ladies never once reco: 
thai their master ought to receive some weightier 
neration for bis vifiits, than the honour of paying 
and as poets tell that all honours are achieved by 
hardihood, so these two sisters, though in different 
teemed resolved that Thaddeus should purchase 1 
tinction with ade<)uate |)ains. 

Notwithstanding, Miss Bundas continued very 
JQ her lesMons. she, unrelentingly, required the * 
attendance; and, someftmes, not in the most 
language, reproached him for a backwardness, 
U^e owed entirely to ber own inattention and stu 
The iair Diana would have been the most learned i 
in the world, could she have found any fine-ladji 
to the temple of science ; but the goddess who p 
there, being only to be won by arduous climbing 
Miss Dundas, like the indolent monarch that ma 
same demand on the philosophers, was obliged to 
fault of ber own slippery feet to the weakness of h 
ductors. 

As Thaddeus despised her most heartily, be b 
humour from that quarter with perfect equanimit 
the pretty Eupberoia %vas not so easily manage 
had now completely given up her fancifol soul 
priacp in disguise ; and already brgan to act a th 
extravagancies. Diana, without suspecting the 
soon discovered that she was in one of her love fit 
deed she cared nothing about it ; and leaving her 
sue the passion as she liked, poor Eaphcmia, i 
ing to her custom when Inbourrng under this wb 
malady, addicted herself Vo soWlniV. "Wiv^k tc 
i^teebe generally iadulgeii, V)^ \ak\t\^\i«.t l^'i' 
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-Ahe gate of the green in CavenJisb Sqosre^ Mfhtre he 
ttood liil she hau performed a pensive taunter op and 
down the waJk. After tbisi 6be returned, adjusted her 
liairin the Madona fashion, beeause the couni bad on« 
day admired the female bead in a holy family, by (ruido, 
over the chimney- piece ; then, seating herself in Borne 
becoming attitude, usually waited, wilh her eyes con- 
•tantly turning to the door, till the object of all these 
paias presented himself. Siie impatiently watched all hit 
motions and looks, whilst be attended to her sister ; and 
the moment he was done, run over her own lessons with 
greater volubility than clearness. This finit^bed, she 
chut the books, and employed the remainder of the time 
in translating a number of little mottoes into German^ 
which she had composed for boxes, baskets, and other 
frippery. 

One day, when the count, as usual, was tired to death 
with making decent sense out of so much nonsense ; 
Euphemia, deserving that Diana was at the other end of 
the room with the honourable Mr. Lascelles, (for Miss 
Bundas, to give an eclat to her new studies, bad lately 
opened her library door to morning visitors*) thougbt 
that she might do what she wished without detection ; 
and, hastily drawing a folded paper from her pucket, 
she desired Thad Jeus to take it home and translate it 
into what language he liked. 

The count, surprised at her manner, held it in his 
hand. 

*<Put it in your pocket/' added she, in a hurrying 
▼oice, *< else my sister will see it, and ask what it isl*' 

Thaddeus, full of wonder, obeyed her; and the little 
beauty, baying executed her scheme, seemed quite in- 
toxicated with delight. When he was preparing to with- 
draw, she called to him, and asked him when he should 
see lady Tinemoutb. 

*^Thls evening, Madam.'' 

*^ Then,*' returned she, '* tell her ladyship that I shall 
come and sit half ^n hour with her to-night ; and here," 
aiUled fife, running up to him, '* present her that rose, 
with my love.'' Whilst she put it into his hapd, she 
whispered in a low voice : " and you will tell me wbal 
you thjnic of those verses I have gWea "^o^V' 

Tbaddeos blushed and bowed. We Vttwti«fiLOXiN.<A^^ 
^vsewto the street, «s if by Xiiftt m^«.i\^>a» «^^^^^ ^^^ 



^iher4iave gotten out of a dilemma, to wbto^^e hmr^ 
ed ail this fouiish mystery of Euphemia wasooly tbeia" 
troductton. 

Though the count Sobieftkt wag, of all oieo in the 
ivorld, perhaps the least iaclined to vanity ; yet he 
must have been also the most stupiJ, if be had not been 
convinced by thia time, of the crioiinal attachment of 
lady Sara. Added to this disagreeable certainty, b« 
more than half dreaded a similar folly in Miss Euphe- 
mia. 

Can a man see himself the daily object of a pair of 
melting eyes ; hear everlasting sighs at his entrance an4 
departure; day after day, receive tender, though coveit 
addresses, about disinterested love; can he wiUM^ss alt 
this, and be sincere, ^^ hen he affirms, that it is the lan- 
guage of indifferance? If that be possible, the oount 
Sobieski has no pretensions to modesty. He compre- 
hended the * discoursing^ of MissEuphemia's *eye^' also 
the tendency of the love-sick mottoes which, under vari- 
ous excuses, she put into his hand; and, with many a 
smile, mixed with pity, be contemplated her childish ab- 
surdity. 

A few days prior to that, in Which she made this ap- 
pointment with the count, she presented to hira another 
of her devices, which ran thus : — '< Frighted love, like 
n wild beast, shakes the wood in which it bides.'* 

Thaddeus nearly laughed at the oddity of this cont 
•€cit. 

*< DOf dear Mr. .Constantine," cried she, '* translate 
it into the sweetest French you can ; for I mean to have 
it put into a medallion, and give it to the person I most 
value on earth!" 

There was something so truly ridiculous io the sen- 
tence, that he felt reluctant to allow even Miss Euphe- 
mia to expose herself so far . and considering a moment 
how he should make any thing so bad, better, he said*, 
** I am afraid I cannot translate it literally; but surely^ 
madnm, you can do it yourself I" 

** Ves, but I lika your Fr^ch better than mine; sa 
set about it.'' 

?Ie had done the same kind of thing a hundred tlmes^ 
aad, ivitbout farther parley, wrote as follows: 
**Z'aajour, tel qu*une bicUe b\ftM^e> «fe \.v^\\,Viv\svR.-; 
jme pnr «a «rainte. qui fail i w\u«t V^ li&xxvVVv^^ ^A«i«:*^* 

■. r - 
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<* BTera one, bow pretty !*' eried she^ and iminediately 
put it io her bofloEU. 

To this unlucky addition of the words se trahU luimt' 
mtj Tbaddeus was indebted for the present of the folded 
paper. The ever-woricing imagination of Eopbemia, ia 
• moment seized the inserted thought as a delicate 
avowat, that he was the wounded deer which he had 
aubititttted in place of the wild beast; and as soon as he 
arrived at home, be found the effects of her mistake, in 
the packet which she had given with so much secrecy. ' 

When he broke the seal, something dropped out and 
fell on the carpet. He took it up, and blushed like scar- 
lei, on finding a gold medallion, with the words that 
he had aiter<3 for Miss Euphemia, engraved on blue 
enamel. With an agitated hand, be next looked at the 
envelope; it contained a copy of verses with^this line 
written at the top, ■■ 

'* To him who uill appljf Oiem,^ 

On perusing farther, he found them to be Mr. Ad- 
dison's beautiful tranblation of that oJe of Sappho,, 
which runs : 

** Blest as the immortal Qods is he, 
•* The youlh who fondly sits by thecj 
** And hears and sees thee all the while, 
** iiioftly speak and sweetly «mile ! 

*" *T was this depriv'd mv sonl of rest, 
** And raised such Uimoits io my breast ; 
" For while I gaz*d, in transport tost, 
** My breath was goue, my voice was lost. 

** My bosom elow'd ; the subtle flame 
" Ran quick tnroMgh all my vital frame; 
**0*er my dim eves a darniess hung ; 
** My ears with hollow murmurs rung. 

** In dewy damps my limbs were chiird ; 
" My blood with gentle horrors tbrilPd ; 



** Afy feeble pabe forgot to play : 
^ 1 feinted, sunk, and dy*d away !'* 



•^ ^Y^YUBkC^ 



Thaddeas f hreur both them wA V\ie ToeMNvoxiVa^^'^*^ 
potbe table, and wt for a few fmuuXeftw ^w^w^V^^'^ 
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lie should extricate himself from an affair so truly far- 
cicaK 

He was thinking of at once giving up the task of at' 
tending either of the siBters, when bis eyes falling on 
the uncomptaiofng but melancholy features of bis poor 
friend, he exclaimed, ^'No; for thy sake gallant But- 
8oU| 1 wilt brave every scene however repugnant to my 
feelings!'' 

Well aware from observation, on Miss Eiiphemia, 
that the seeming tenderness^ which bad prompted an act 
s6 wild and unbecoming^ originated in mere caprice, be 
felt no hesitation in determining to return the things in 
as handsome a manner as possible, and by so dotpg at 
once crush the whole affair. He experienced no pain 
when forming these resolves ; because he saw that not 
one impulse of her conduct had any thing to do with her 
heart. i| was a whim lit up by him to-day, which might 
be extinguished by another to-morrow. 

But how different was the case with regard to Lady 
Sara ! Her un^ontronled nature could not long brook the 
restraints of friendship. Every attention that he gave 
to Lady TInemouth, every civility that he paid to Miss 
Egerton, or to any other lady whom he met at the 
countess's went like a dagger to her soul ; and when- 
ever she could gain his ear in private, -she generally made 
him sensible of her misery, and his own unhappiness in 
being its cause, by reproaches which too unequivocally 
proclaimed their source. 

He Qow saw that her ladyship had given way to a 
dangerous and beladstrong passion ; and, allowing for 
the politeness which is due from his sex, he tried, by an 
appearaince of the most stubborn coldness, and an obsti- 
nate perversity in shutting his apprehension against all 
her speeches and actions, to stem a tide that threatened 
her with the loss of peace. 

Lady Tinemouth at last began to open her eyes to the 
perilous situation of both her friends. Highly as she 
esteemed Thaddeus, she knew not the extent of his in- 
tegrity. She had lived too long about the court of Brit- 
ain, and seen too many from the courts of the continent, 
to place much reliance on the honour of a single and 
BDatiacbed young mian, when assailed by rank, beauty 
Mffd/ove, • 

Marmed&t what mis^t be\.\x^x«%^3^Vo^^^jM ^\«fcx\i>- 
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tioQS and fearing to lose any time, she bad that very 
evening, in which fhe expected the count to 8upj>erv 
drawn out of tiady Sara, the unhappy state of her heart. 

. The dreadful confef»ion wa« made by her ladyship 
with repeated showers of teHrsy and in a paroxysm of 
agony, which pierced the countess to the soul. 

<< My dear, Lady Sara," cried she, '* for heaven's sake 
fememberyour dnty to captain Boos!'' 

** I shall never forget it!'' exclaimed her ladvship, 
flhakini; her head mournfully, and striking her bre,aKt 
with her clinched hand; '* I never look on the face of 
Cpnstantinet that I do aot exfHsrate from my heart, the 
TOWS which I have i<worn to him ; but I have bound my- • 
sejf his pr«>p«icty ; and though I hate him, whatever it 
may cost me. I wiil never forget that my faith and hour ' 
our are my hu8band*9.'' 

.Lady Tinemouth, with a eountenanee bathed in tears, 
put her arms round th« waist of Lady Sara, who now 
sat motionless, with her eyes fixed on the lire. 

<* Bear Lady Sara! that was spoken like yourself. Do 
more, abstain from seeing Mr. Constant ine.*' 

^< Don't ask me that!'* cried her ladyship, *<I could* 
easier rid myself of existence. He is the very essence - 
of my bappitie$!B. It is only in his company, that I for- 
get t am a wretch.'' 

^* This is obstinacy, my dear Lady Sara ! This is court- 
ing dani?er.** 

** Lady Tinemouth, urge me no more on the subject, 
la it not enough,'' continued she, sullenly. ^^ that I am 
miserable? Would you drive me to desperation? If there "' 
be danger, you brought me into it.'' * 

'< I !" 

** Yes, you, Lady Tinemouth ; you introduced him to 
me." 

" But you are married. Handsome and amiable aB be 
is, could I suppose f ' " 

<* Nonsense!" cried her ladyship, interrupting her, 
*' yon know that I am married to a mere fool ! But it is 
not because Constantineiii handsome that f like him. No, 
though no human form can come nearer perfection, yet 
it was not that: it was yon. You, atiA ^^nK^V^^^tVisv^ 
were always teUhg me of his brav ecy , v»V\«\ 'W^^X^Xv ^tA 
honours he bud sacrificed in the se.rv\c« oIVjN^i ^'^''^^^^S^^ 
how aobly ha succoared. the dVsUes^s ol olVwc^t%\ ^^"^ 
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heedless be was of his own. Tph fired my imaginfttion, 
and won tny heart. No, it was not his beauty; 1 am'; 
not eo despicable !'* 

** Dear Lady Sara, be calm !'' entreated her ladysbipi 
completely at a lo^s how to manage a spirit, whose vio« 
lence exceeded her conceptiori ; ** Think, roy dear friend, 
what horrors you would experience if Mr. Constantine 
were to discover this predilection of yours, and presume 
upon it ! You Icnow where even the best of men are vul- 
• nerable.'* 

The eyes of lady Sara sparkled ^nitb pleasure at this 
curmise of the countess's. 

*'Why, surely, lady Sara!" exclaimed lady Tine- 
mouthf doubtingly. 

*' Don't fear me, lady Tinemonth ; I know my own 
dignity too well to do any thing disgraceful ; yet I 
would acquire the knowledge that he loves me, at almost 
any price. But he is eoTd,'* added she, sinking again 
into despondence, ** he is apiece of obstinate petrifaC" 
lion, which heaven itself could not melt!*' 

Lady Tioemouth was glad to hear this account of 
Thaddeus. She began to take a little confidence from 
his side, just as the drawing-room door opened, and 
IMiss Eupbemia Dundas was announced. 

Lady Sara gave tbe little beauty such a withering 
look, when she expressed her amazement at not seeing 
JVXr. Constantine, who was to have apprised the coun- 
tess of her intended visit, that, had her ladyship's eyes ^ 
been Medusean for that moment, poor Euphemia would 
ever after have represented a stone statue of disappoint* 
jnent. 

Meanwhile, the count having seen Dr. Cavendish, 
and received a favourable opinion of his friend, wrote 
the following note to Miss Euphemia ; and then ar- 
ranged his dress, before he proceeded to Orosvenor 
Place. 

** To Miss Evprxmia Dundas* 

**Mr. Constantine very much admires the taste of 

]Miss Euphemia Dundas, in tbe choice of those verces 

which whe did him the honour of requesting he would 

translate into the most apptopmle. \%\i^v!k%%%\ «ctv^ \«i 

has, to ili9 utmoit of his abiUtVes^ o\i%l^Vv«^^«^^^^^ 
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m ItBlian, tbinlcingit the best adapted, bol& (orvtrtk*^ 
fication aod the subject. 

V Mr. Conrtaotine eaually admiref the style of tbe 
medal lioa which Mist E. Diindas condescended to ki- ' 
d^se for bis inspection, and assorea her that the letters 
are perfectly correct.*' 

When the count entered |ady Tinemoath'9 drawing 
room, be saw that bis young enamoraia had already ar- 
rived, and was inclose conversation with the countess* 
Lady Sara, now that the discovery was made, thought 
it unnecessary to put any restraint on her temper before 
ber ladyship. Seating herself alone on a sofa, she was 
inwardly upbraiding Constantine for what she had ter- 
med an absolute asngnation with. Euphemia when bis- 
naine was atioounced* 

Her half-resentfui eyea, yet swimming in the tears her 
dijicourse with lady Tinemoutb had aivaked, sought bis 
averted face, which was regarding Miss Dundas, with 
a look of surprise and disgast. This pleased her , and 
the more so, as he only slightly bowp'l to her rival, 
sbook the eountess by the hand, and then returning, 
took his sti^ioii beside her on the sofa. 

She would not trust her triumphant eyes to wander 
towards lady Tinemouth, but immediately asked hint; 
some trifling question. At the fame moment, Euphe- 
mia tapped him on the arm with her fan, and inquireil 
bow it happened that she bad arrived first. 

He answered lady Sara. Euphemia impatiently re- 
peating her demand, *< How did it happen tliat I arrived 
here first ?" " I suppose, Madam," replied he, *' be- 
cause ynu set out first. I do not believe that I am ever 
with lady Tineraoath much before eight, and it now 
wants five minutes of the hour But, had I been so for- 
tunate as to have preeeded you, I shouM certainly have 
delivered the message with which I was honoured.'* 

The evening pasfted off more agreeable to the count 
than he had augured from the scene that presented itself 
on his entrance. Lady Sara always gave him pain ; 
Miss Euphemia teased him to death, but to-night, the 
storm which had agitated the breast of her ladYshiiQ^ 
having subsided into tbougblfulnew, im^tX^'A Wi ^« 
stracted aa air to her ever love\y fiou>i\fctiV£v^^% ^v^ 
Sviicski^ merely to elude comumu\<;«L\ion v«\>^i-'^^v5^®^ 
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BBiia, remained near her ) and, by paying thos* atten- 
tions, which he could not avoid, he so deluded the 
wretched lady Sara, as to subdue her melancholy, into 
that enchanting softness^ which rendered her the most 
captivating of. women. 

The only person present who did not approve the 
change, was lady Tinemoiith. At every dissolving 
smile of her Circean ladyship, she beheld the intoxicating 
cup at the lips of Thaddeus, and dreaded its efibct. Eu- 
pbemia was too busily employed repeating some nevr ' 
poems, and too intensely dreaming of what her tutor 
might say on the verses and medallion, to obi^erve the 
dangerous ascendancy which the superior charms of 
lady ^ara might acquire over the breast of Constant! ne. 
Indeed, she had no suspicion of finding m, rival in her 
ladyship ; and, when a servant announced the arrival 
' of her mother's coach, and she saw by her wateh that it 
was twelve o'clock, she rose reluctantly exclaiming, 

" I dare say, some plaguing people have arrived, who 
are to stay with us, else Mamma would not have sent for 
me so soon." 

" I call it late,'* said lady Sara, who wouM not lose 
any opportunity of coBtradicting her> ^* So I wilt tfaanic 
you, Mr. Constantine/' addressing herself to him« ^'to 
hand me to my coach at the same time." 

■Euphemia bit her lip at this movement of her lady)- ' 
ship ; and followed her down stairs reddening with an« 
ger. She got into her carriage^ but would not suffer 
the servant to close the door till she had seen lady Sara 
seated in hers ; then calling to Mr. Constantine, she 
desired him to come into the coach. 

Lady Sara leaned her head out of the window. As 
she saw the man she loved step into lady I>undas'8 car* 
riage, she in her turn almost bit her lips through with 
vexatten. 

** Home, my lady ?" asked the servant, touching his 
hat. 

''* Noy not till Miss Dundee's coach drives on.*' 

Mi6s Euphemia had desired Thaddeus to come ia for 
a moment ; and reluctantly he obeyed. 

<' Mr. Constantine !" cried the little beaaty, trem- 
blin^ with expectation, ^ have you opened the paper 
tbat I gave ycHi 9'* 
**Yes^ JUadam," wturaed\i*5t^^^^«^^^^^*«^^^**v 
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•m! widening it witli one liand as he ipotce, whilst with 
the other be presented his note, ** and 1 Imve the ho- 
nour in that paper to have executed your commands.'' 

Eaphenoia cau)$bt it easerly ; and Thaddeus imnie- 
djatety leaping outi wished iter a good ni^ht ; and liur- 
ried bacic into the house. Whilst the carriageit drove 
away, he ascended to the drawing room to fetch his hat» 
and take leave of the countess. 

liady Tinemouth bad seated herself on the sofa, and' 
was leaning thouf^btfully against one of its arms, whea 
Im re«entered. He approached her. 

** 1 wish you a good night, lady Tinemouth.'' 

She turned her head. 

** Mr. Constantine, I wish you would stay a Iittia 
longer with me ! My spirits are disturbed, and I am 
afraid it wi4l be near morning before Maria returns from 
Hichmontf.'^ These rural bulls are sad dipslpated thin«;!i !'> 

Thaddeus laid down his hat, and took his seat by her 
aide. 

** I am happy, dear lady Tinemouth, at all times, to 
be with you ; but I am sorry to hear that you have met 
with any thing to discompose you. I was afraid, when 
1 eame in, tba£ something disagreeable had happened ; 
your eyes * ' 

<* Alas! if my eyes always told when I had been 
weeping, they might ever be telling tales !" Her lady- 
fhip passed her hand across her eyes, as she spoke, and 
added, ** we may think on our sorrows with an outward 
air of tranquillity, but we cannot always speak of 
ibem, without iho wing that the subject gives us agita- 
tion.»» 

<* Ah, iady Tinenouth !" exclaimed the count, draw* 
ing closer to her, <* could not even your feeling heart 
aseape calamity ?'' 

•• To cliprlsU a feeling heart, my young friend," re- 
plied she, '* is not a yery effectual way to oppose tho 
pressure of aifliction. On the reverse, such a temper 
of mind will extract unhappiness from causes which 
mii^bt escape dispositions ol' less susceptibility. Ideas 
of feeling, sensibility, and sympathy, are pretty toys 
for a novice to play witb ;. but change those wooden 
swords into weapons of real metal, and ifciv\ vi\VV ^\v^>>^^ 
the points through your heart, betote "^ia^ «^^^ vnt^tv^ c\ 
lk9 ifeagar. At ieait, I found *ii %o. ^It, C^tvsA;w^:v^^^ 



I liave frequently promised to explain to you the reasons 
f>f the sadness which so often tinges my conversation y 
indeed, I know not when I shall be in a litter humour 
to indulge myself at your expense, for I never felt more 
wretched, never stood more in need of the consolation 
of a friend." • ^ 

Her ladyship covered her face with a handkerchief^ 
•nd remained so some lime. Tbaddeus pressed her band 
several times, and waited in respectful silence till she 
would recommence. She raised her head. 

" Forgive me, my dear sir ; 1 am very iow to-night 
—very nervous. 1 have encountered two or three dis- 
treislo^ circumstances to-day, and these tears relieve 
me. You have heard me speak of my son, and .my • 
lord ; yet I never had resolution to recouqili^my we 
were separated. This morning I saw my sof^pids my 
M'indow, he looked up, but the moment I appeared, he 
turned away and hastened down (ke street. Ihough I 
have received many stronger proofs of disUke, both 
from his father and himself; yet, slight as this offence 
may seem, it pierced me to the heart. O, Mr. Con- 
stantinc, to feel that the child to whom I gave life,^ 
should regard me with abhorrence, is dreadful — is be- 
yond even the anxious partiality of a mother, either to 
excuse or palliate !" 

*' Perhaps/ dear lady Tinemouth, you misjudge lord 
Harwold : he may be under the commands of his father^ ^ 
and yet, inwardly, long to show you his affection and 
duty." 

" No, Mr. Constantine, your good heart is too youn^ 
to know what may be the guilt oC another. Gracious 
heaven ! am [ obliged to speak so of my ow^n son ! He 
who was ray darling! He who once loved me dearer 
than existence ! But, hear me, my dear sir, you shall 
judge for yourself; and you will wonder that I am now 
alive to endure more. I have suffered by him, by bis 
father, and by a dreadful woman, who not only tore my 
husband and children from me. but stood by till I was 
beaten to the ground. Yes, Mr.. Constantine, any man 
of feeling would shudder, as you do, at such an asser- 
tion ; but it is too true. Soon after lady Sophia Lovel 
became the mistress of my lord, and pecsuaded him to 
take my aon from me, I heard that I'^ft poot \iCi^ \i^^ . 
f^jffea itl through grief, and Uy %\c\l «.\. Vxa \ox^"^v^ 
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boQse in Hampshire. 1 heard that he was dying; Ima? 
gine my agonies. Wild with distress^ I flew to the 
lodge, and, forgetful of any thing but my child, was 
hastening across the park, when 1 saw this woman, this 
lady Sophia, approaching roe, followed by two female 
servants. One of them carried my daughter, then an 
infant, in her arms ; and the other, a child of which 
this unnatural wretch bad recently become the mother. 
I was flying towards my little Albina to clasp her to tny 
heart, when lady Sophia caught hold of my arm. Her . 
voice now rings in my ears. 

^ *< Woman !*' cried she, ** leave this place, or you shall 
be compelled to do so.'* 

*^ Struggling in vain to break from her, I implored, . 
only to be permitted to embrace my child ; but she held 
me fast, and, regardless of my cries, ordered both the 
women to return into the house. Driven to despair, I ' 
dropped 6n my knees, conjuring her, by her feelings 
as a mother, to allow me, for one moment, to see my 
dying son; and that I would promise, by my hopes oC 
everlasting happiness, to cherish her child as my own, 
tliould it ever stand in need of a friend. The horrid 
woman only laughed at my prayers, and left me lying 

ti a swoon upon the grass. When I recovered, tha 
rst objects I beheld were my Lord and Lady Sophia, 
standing near me, and myself in the arms of a man-ser- 
vant, whom they had commanded to carry me outside, 
of the gate. At the sight of my husband, I sprang to 
bis feet; when, with one dreadful blow of his hand he 
knocked me to the ground. Merciful Providence! I 
wonder I retained my senses ! I foeseeched him to give 
me a second bluw that [ might f!ufl:cr no more. 

*^ Take her out of my sight,'' cried he, ** for she is 
mad/' 

** I was taken out of his sight, more dead than alive, 
and led by his pitying servants to an inn, where I was 
afterwards confined thre^ weeks with a brain fever. 
From that hour, I have never known a day of entire 
health." 

ThaddeuB was shocked beyond utterance, at this an- 
ecdote. The paleness of his countenance, being the on- 
ly reply that he could make to her lai\^^\i\y,^\v^\«&v5w\"*.^» 

*'lbave got out of order. 1 propo^vevX V.r> NivVa^vg. ^^>^^ 
iSfcssr// o/m/ situation, but the ^r\uc\^a\ ^c^^^Q!^ ^'v'^^. 
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dear! rose immediately to my lips. I will comaenc^ 
regularly, if I can methodize my recollection. 

'*Thc Earl of Tinemoutb married me from passion: 
I will not sanctify bis emotions by the name of affection; 
though/' added sbf , forcing a smile, whitfft turning ber 
bead towards the looking-glass, she put asiile the crape 
veil which shaded ber face, '' These faded features too 
plainly declare, ' that of all mankind I loved but him 
<t/one V 1 was just fifteen when he came to visit my fath* 
er, who lived in Berkshire. My father, Mr Cumnort 
and bis father, Lord Harwold, had been friends at col- 
lege. My lord, then Mr. Stanhope, was young* hand«- 
some, and captivating. He remained all the automo 
with us ; and at the end of that period, declared an 
aftection for me, which my own heart too readily an* 
swered. About this time he received a summons from 
bis father, and we parted. Like most girts of my age, 
I felt an unconquerable bashfulness tn admit miy confi* 
dent in my attachment ; hence my parents knew notliing 
of the affair, till it burst upon them in the cruelest shape.. 

** About two months after Mr. Stanhope** departure, 
a letter arrived from him urging me to i!y with him to- 
Scotland. He alleged as a reason for such a step, that 
his grandfather, the E^rl of Tinemoutb, insisted on bis 
. forming a union with lady Sophia Lovel, who was a 
young widow and the favourite niece of the most power-^ 
ful nobleman in the kingdom. Upon this demand, be told 
the carl, on whom his affections were placed. His lord- 
ship, whose passion were those of a madman, broke out 
into such horrible execrations, of myself and family, as 
Mr. Stanhope confessed, made him forget his duty ; and . 
he peremptorily swore, that no power on earth should 
compel him either to marry so notorious a woman as^ 
Lady Sophia Lovel, or to give up me. He concluded, 
with repeating his entreaties that I would consent to go 
with him to Scotland. The subject of this letter alarmed* 
me. and I showed it to my parents. My father answered 
it in a manner that befitted bis own character, but which 
irritated the impetuous passion of my lover almost to 
frenzy. In short, in a paroxysm of rage, he flew to his 
grandfather, upbraided him with the ruin of bis happi« 
ness ; and so tempted the old man, that be drew bis 
sword upon him ; and had it not been for the interfer-^ 
emffB df Lord Harwold, a moat fatal oatastrophe nugbt 



Iliave ensued. To end the aSieiir at once, TiorS HarwoM^ 
ivbose gentle nature, had always embraced the mildest 
measures, obtained the Earl's permission to send Mr. 
-^ Stanhope.abroad. 

I ■ ** Meanwhile, I was upheld by my father, who i$ 
I now no more, in firmly rejecting ail my lover's eiitrea- 
I ties for a private marriage. As Sta'nhope's grandfather 
ivas equally deaf to all compromise, he at length was per- 
suaded, by his ' excellent lather, to accompany a rela- 
tion to France. 

** At the end of a few weeks, Mr. Stanhope began to 
regard his cousin as a spy ; and after a violent quarrel 
they paried, no one knowing to what quarter my lover 
had directed his steps.' I believe I was the first who 
beard any tidings of him. I remember well, it was in 
1771, about three and twenty years ago, that I received 
a letter from him ; (O! how legibly are these circum- 
stances yet written on my heart !) it was dated from 
Italy, where be told me he had resided in complete re- 
tirement during the period of his baoisbment, under the 
assumed name of Sackville." 

{At this name. Thaddeus uttered a groan of horror ; 
and with every feature of his face fix»d in dismay, fell 
back on the sofa. 
The countess caught hold of bis band* 
** What is the matter ? For heaven's sake t what it 
the matter?" 

The bolt of indelible disgrace had struck to h\9 heart ; 
it was some minutes before be could recover ; but when 
be did speak, he said, '' Pray go on, madam. I am 
subject to these spasms in my breast. Pray, forgive me, 
and go on ; I shall become better as you proceed*" 

(t No my dear friend ; I will quit my dismal story at 
present, and resume it some other time.*' 
' *' Pray continue it now,*' rejoined Thaddeus ; *' I 
shall never be more fit to listen. Do, I entreat you.'* 

•** Are you sincere in your request ? I fear that I have 
already tired yon.'* 

' <' No ; I am sincere ; let me hear it all. Do not hold 
back any thing which relates to that barbarian English- 
man who married you /'* 
I *' Alas he did,*' resumed her ladysVip, " tox nmVkcvV^ 
i returned, tvbieb was in consequence o? tVxe"^«t\ol'Yv\\^- 
f womb's death, my father was also de^^A^ nsVo ^^^^ 
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have ^tood behveea me and my iDcUaationSi uni flo 
preserved me from mauy succeeding sorrows. 1 sealed 
my fate, and became bis wife. 

*' 1 be father ot my busband was now earl of Tine* 
mouth ; and as be bad never been averse to tbe unioiiy 
presented roe witb a cottage on tbe banks of the Wye, 
where I passed three delightful yearsi tbe bappieH of 
woman kind. My husband, my motberi and my infant 
son formed my felicity ; anU greatly I prized it : too 
greatly, to be allowed a long continuance ! 

*< At the end of this periodi some gay friends cama 
down to visit us. TTben they returned to town they 
persuaded my lord to be one in tbe party. He went* 
after much entreaty, because be expected that I sboyld 
be confined in tbe course of three weeks. And from 
that fatal day, all my sufferings took their rl^e. 

^^ Lord Harwold, instead of being with me in a fort- 
night, as he bad promised, procrastinated bis absence, 
under various excuses, from week to week, during which 
interval my Albina was born. Day after day I antici- 
pated the delight of putting her into the arms of her fa* 
tber; but she was three months old before be appeared ; 
and, ah I how changed. He was gloomy to me, uncivil 
to my mother, and hardly looked at the child." 

Lady Tinemouth stopped at this part of her narrative, 
to wipe away her tears. Tbaddeus was sitting forward 
to tbe table, leaning on his arm, witb his hand covering 
his face. The countess felt grateful for an excess of 
sympathy which she did not expect; and, taking bis 
other band as it lay motionlera on his knee, '* What a 
consolation would it be to me,'' exclaimed she, *^ durst 
I entertain a. hope, that I may one day behold but half 
tbifi pity in the breast of my son l" 

Tbaddeus only pressed her band, be did not venture 
to reply ; be could not tell her that she deceived herself 
even here ; that be did not only deplore her misfortunes^ 
but owed the agonies which were shaking him to the in- 
juries of bis own mother, whom tbe villanous conduct 
of this very Earl, under the name of Sackville, bad de- 
voted to a life of self-reproach. He bad derived exis- 
tence from the husband of lady Tinemouth ! Tbe con- 
rictioa bumbled him, cru^VieOL Vivcdl^ «sA ^r^^ Vasx tok 
the earth. 
The countess resmaeiJ,'— 



^ff wonM be hapofsible, my de&r sir, to describe tO' 
yon the ^adtial changes which assured me I had lost the 
neart of my husbaDd. Before tbe end of the winter, b» 
left me again ; and I saw him no more till that hour in . 
which he struck me to the ground 

*' Lord Tinemouth came into Monmouthshire, about. 
•IX weekt after I had taken (eave of my lurd. I was . 
mrprised and rejoiced to se& my good fatber*ih*law ; 
bat how soon were my emotions driven into a different 
course ! He revealed to me, in tbe tehderest manner 
possible, that, during lord Harwotd^s first visit to town, 
he had, unknown to him, been ib the habit of spending 
entire evenings with lady Sophia Lovel. 

"This woman,'* added he, " is tbe most artful crea- 
ture breathing. In spite of her acknowledged dishonour> 
you well know that my deceai^eci father would gladly 
have married her to my son ; s-ad now, it seems^ actua- 
ted by revenge, she resents lord HarWoVd's refusal of 
her hand, by seducing him from his wife. Alas 1 I am 
too well convinced that the errors in my son's temper 
bear a strict analogy with those of Bis grandfathe r. Im« 
patient of contradiction, flattery can mould him to what 
shape it pleases. Lady Sophia has discovered these 
Weak polntft in hiscbaracter^: and, I em informed, by 
' his steward, that she has persuaded him that you im-^ ' 

5ose on his affection, by detaining him from the world. 
%is argument mast have been well seconded by other 
. fascinations, for in regard to beauty she is only moder- 
ate ; yet she has succeeded, and my deluded son has 
accotnpanied her into Spain.'? 

"You may imagine, Mr. Coiistantine, my distract- 
tion at this intelligence. I was like cne frantic ; and 
lord Tinemoutb fearing to trust me in such despair out 
of his sight, broiight us all with him to London. In 
less than four months afterwards, I was deprived of th|s 
inestimable friend by a paralytic stroke. Ills deatJi 
Bumfnoned tbe new earl to Bn^iand. Whilst I lay on a 
sick-bed, into which I had been thrown by the shock, 
tny lord and his mistress arrived. 

<' They immediately assumed the command of my ]a« 
thented protertor!s house, and ordered ray mother to 
clear it directly of me. My heart*bToV.fet\ v'^te.TsV v^^* 
ed^ and I was carried, in a seiise\e%s %Va\e^ Va ^Xc*^'?^^'^ 
in tbe neatest street. But, w\\cu Otiia ^^«t \3Dk$3?0^««^ ^'^- 
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ijdm^^ hr my chiMreoy neitfaer of iHem w€te perroittei 

to see hdr. The malignaot lady Sophia, actuated "by an 
ineatiahle hatred of me, easily wrought on my frantic 
liO(:band (fur I must believe him mad) to detain them 
entirely A. short ticne after this,' that dreadfai scene 
happened, which f have before described. 

*' Vear succeeded year, during which time I received' 
many cruel insults from my husband, many horrible onea 
from my son ; for I had been advised to institute a snU - 
against my lord, in whicli I only pleaded for the return ^ 
of t;)V cbKdren. I lost my cause, owing I hope, to bad 
coniiy:c! not to the laws of my country. I was adjudged 
to b(* iit'pM rated from the earl with a mainteoaDce of 
six btinrlred a year, which he hardly pays. .X-was tied 
down fie« er to fipeak to him, his son, or his daughter. 
Though this sentence was passed, 1 n^ver acknowledged 
its jubticft. bnt wrote litveral times to ray children, 
lioni Harwold, who is too4leep1y infected with his fa- 
th«r'f; cruelty has either returned my letters unopened, 
or with insulting replies. For my daughter, she keeps 
aaundevlatiiig siiende; and I have not even seen her, • 
8inr;e that mmnent when she w«s hurried from my eyesy 
inTinemouth Park. 

<- tn vain her brother tries to convince me thai she 
detests me; I will not believe it; and the , hope, that 
should I survive her father. I may yet embrace my child, 
ha< been, and will be, my source of comfort, till it be 
fulfilled, or [ bury my disappointment in the grave.'' . 

LjmIv Tinemouth put her handkerehief to her eyes, 
"which were again flowing With tears- Thaddeos thought 
he must speak, if he would not betray an interest in her 
narrative, which he determined no circumstance should 
ever humble him to reveal, and raising his head from, 
his hand, unconsciously discotvered to the countess' his 
dry and blood-shot eyes, flushed cheek, and convulsed lip* 

*MCind. (Sympathizing Constantine I surely such a 
heart a$c thine, never would bring sorrow to the breast 
of a virtuous husband !*' 

These were her ladyship's thoughts, though she did not 
give them utterance. Thaddeusrose from bis seat. 

'' Farewell, lady Tinemoth," said be, taking bis hat. 
''may heaven bless you, and pardon your husband !'' 

Then, grasping: her hand w'wVk Yi\»\. V^^ xwVs.vA^'JL 
should ibe a premce oC frieiiA«iiD^i^)^viXvi\u4^^D^VsXfts^^ 
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tdrtaraB rendered almost intolerable, he hastened down < 
ttairs, opened the outward door, end got into the street. 

Uokowiog and heedless whither be went, with th« / 
Btepfl of « man dri\ren by the furies, he traversed first 
one itreet.and then another. As he weot along, in vain 
ihe watchmen reminded him foy their cries, that it waa 
past three o'clock ; he still wandered on, forgetting that 
it was night, that he had any home, any destination. 

His father was discovered ! That father, who no^ 
withstanding hl^ guilt, he bad entertained a latent hope, 
fbould they ever meet, might produce some excuse, for 
having been hetrayed into an act disgraceful to a man 
of honour. But when ail these filial dreams were blast* 
ed'by the conviction, that he owed his being to the hAs- 
band of lady Tinemouth ; that his mother was the vic- 
tim of a ppfligate; that he had sprung from a man who 
was not merely a villain, but the most wanton, the most 
despicable of villians; be saw himself benefit of hope, 
and overwhelmed with shame and horror. 

Full of reflections, which noiie other than a son in 
0uch circumstances can conceive, he was lost amidiit the 
obscure alleys of Tottenham-court' road, when loud and 
frequent cries recalled his attention. A quantity of 
smoke, with flashes of light, led him to suppose thai 
.they were occasioned by a fire ; and, a few steps farther, 
the tremendous spectacle burst upon his s^fat. 

It was a house, from the windows of whioh the flames 
w^re breaking out with the most alarming rapidity, 
whilst the people about, were either standing in stupiti- 
ed astonishment, or uselessly shouting for engines and 
assistance. 

At tlie moment the count arrived, two or three na« 
Iced wgretches, just escaped from their beds, were flying 
from side to side, making the air echo with their sbrieksk 

** Will nobody save my children P*' cried one of them, 
approaching Xhaddeus, and wringing her hands in an 
agony, " Will nobody take them from the fire?'' 

** Where shall I seek them?" replied he. 

*<Ob'! in that room," exclaimed she, pointing, ''the 
flames are already there; they wUtbe burnt ! they will 
be burnt !" 

The poor woman was > hurrying fvtMiWc^Vj Iot^n^A^ 
fFbea the count stopped her, and givVn^Xiw tlnXv^\^ v^ 

Mb/'8tmder, " t'lOte care of ibid ^oqub^yv^'^ <5iW^^»>^^^ 



will save her children, if possible.'* Darting ifaroagb 
the open door, in defiance of the smoke and danger he 
made his way to the children's room, where, almost 
suffocHted by the sulphurous cloud that surrounded him, 
he at last found the bed, but it only contained one of 
the children. This he inst^aotly caught'up In his arms^ 
and was hastening down staira, when the cries of the 
other from a distant part of the building, made hirii 
hesitate ; but thinking it better to secure one, than 
hazard both by lingering, he got into the street, just ail 
a po8t>chais6 had stopped to inquire the particulars of 
the accident. The carrtage-door being open, and Jliad- 
deus seeing people in it, without saying a word, threw 
the sleeping infant into their laps, and hastened back 
into the bouse, where he hoped to rescue the other, be- 
fore the fire could inci'ease. 

The (lames had now made a dreadful progress, and 
0corched his face, hands, and clothes, as he flew from 
room to room, following the shrieks of the child, who 
Seemed to change its situation with every exertion that 
he made to reach it. At length, when every moment 
he expected the house would sink under his feet« be di- 
rected his steps, as a last attempt, along a passage 
which he had not before observed, and to his great joy 
beheld the object of bis search, flying down a back stair- 
case. The boy immediately sprung into his arms, and 
Thaddeus turning round, leaped from one ianding>place 
to another, till he found himself in the street, and sur- 
rounded by a concourt»e of people. 

He saw the poor mother clasp the rescued child ^o her 
breast, and whilst the spectators were loading her with 
congratulations, he left the crowd and proceedeH home- 
wards, with a warmth at his hea^rt. which made him 
forget in the joy of a benevolent action, that petrifying 
shock, occaf'ioned by the vices of one, who was too 
nearly allied to his being, to be hated without horror. 
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